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INTRODUCTION. 



To realize the idea of unity is manifestly tbe ambi- 
tion of Christ's professed foUowera in every age. The 
first esperimeat in tbe effort to secure this is yet in prog- 
ress, and all along the centiiries «,nd to-day its results are 
apparent in the condition of the Komish Church. The 
second grand experiment in this effort has l>een made 
from time to time by what may be termed Protestantism, 
in the original and true sense of the word. It lies iu 
the opposite direction to the first mentioned. Its inspira- 
tion comes from a conviction that mental vision, " tliough 
through a glass darkly," is alike to all men who believe 
in Christ. From this experiment have come sects in- 
numerable and irreconcilable, and hence tjie predominance 
first of one sect, and then of another, and then of another, 
in the same locality, each coming to eminence by in- 
strumentalities adapted to its purpose. Though this has 
apparently led to diversity, it is still claimed that by it 
real unity is attained in a measure not behind that at- 
tained by the former. The third grand experiment is of 
more recent origin. Its inspiration is a sort of forlorn 
hope, over which sentiment presides. While the first 
emphasizes the one existing organization as the outward 
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symbol to compel the true inward unity, and the second, 
the one ideal organization in the many organizations 
through which its adherents in each case expect the real 
unity will gradually, but certainly, come, so this third em- 
phasizes the setting aside of both the former, and the set- 
ting up of something to which, for want of a better term, 
they attach the name of " Church," defining Church to be 
exclusively " the bride of Christ," the church of Colossians 
i. 18, but never the church of Eevelations ii. 1,8, 12, 18, 
and iii. 1, 7, 14, — namely, a company of believers unorgan- 
ized and unequipped, as a spirit without a body ; or, better, 
a company of spirits unconsciously subject to and shaped 
by other and leading spirits, the latter tabernacling in 
bodies mortal, and hence- transient visitors of the earth. 

This aspiration for unity is in strict conformity to 
the great desire of our Lord, as he contemplated his de- 
parture from earth. " That they all may be one ; as thou. 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us." Christ agonized in that prayer, and this agony 
of prayer for this unity has been witnessed by the faithful 
in all ages of the Christian Church. 

What now did he do in order to secure this unity ? 
Can we find any hint at the abiding-place of this wisdom, 
of the price of which, these last eighteen centuries, like 
the depths and the seas, have said, '* It is not in us " ? 
He gathered about himself a few disciples, and kept them 
in close companionship about him, as though his spirit had 
been the law of crystallization which was bringing them, 
as so many atoms freely moving in the social atmosphere, 
into the exact position where each would become most 
brilliant as arranged about him. And then he made 
this clustering about him to be the type of the glory that 
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shall be hereafter. " And he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more ; for the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters." Around Jesus, and sup- 
plied by him, in Palestine and in heaven, we find his 
followers. But neither around incarnate Jesus in Pales- 
tine, nor around glorified Jesus in heaven, are Christians 
to pass their lives on earth. He who, while in the flesh, 
had kept the first disciples by the provisions of his pres- 
ence, through the agency of the Comforter, by the hands 
of those men who had been with him, also instituted his 
social organization. Then local churches sprang up, among 
which he promised that he would always abide. If any 
social organization is recognized and emphasized as a posi- 
tive institution of Jesus Christ, it is the local church. 
Whatever position in polity any denomination of believers 
may take, all must see the prominence given to the organi- 
zation of the believers in a certain locality into a church 
in the name of Jesus. 

What is this organization for, and how shall this end 
be best secured ? We get our answer from Jesus in Pal- 
estine and from Jesus in heaven, — the same Jesus at 
both places, in " the yesterday and the forever." We con- 
clude the same on earth and " to-day." It is to bring 
the ruling force in man's soul, the social nature in its 
full exercise, under the control of his purpose, to unite 
his followers in love to one another and to himself. 
His kingdom is a kingdom of love. Love is its scep- 
tre, and love is its crown, even its everlasting crown. 
But love is not an independent isolated idea, to be seen 
in the distance and worshipped. Love never exists with- 
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out some one loving and some one loved. God loved, 
but even he must love something. He loved the world, 
and he loved Jesus. Jesus loved. " As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you." He will now have 
the love of the Father and his love exhibited by his 
disciples. But who shall be the object of their love? 
Shall it be God ? We read, " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul and 
with all thy mind " ; and we also read, " Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself." So liable, however, is man to 
self-deception, that John writes : " If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar ; for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ? " Do we not see here that the 
visible object rather than the invisible is the one from which 
to gain a true vision of the deceitful heart ? Is not here 
the real test, " We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren " ? The church 
spirit is not mainly companionship with Christ, but com- 
panionship in Christ. Love as taught by Christ and the 
Apostles, both by word and deed, is not consistent with 
the existence of the gulf of non-acquaintance between 
any two brethren in any one church. When this idea of 
oneness in Christ becomes a living fact, just as the one- 
ness in the family is a living fact, then the church exhib- 
its not less the individualities of each brother, but more 
the spirit which dwells in and exalte each personality. 
Any eminence in attainment and any self-aggrandizement 
purchased by any follower of Christ at the sacrifice, either 
in part or altogether, of thorough acquaintance with and 
consequent affection for each of the members of the 
church to which he belonjTs, mav make other brethren 
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as envious as was the author of the Seventy-third Psalm. 
But they may be restored to comfort by coming out of 
the schools of the world into the sanctuary of Christ. 
" Though he covet earnestly the best gifts," yet our Lord 
shows unto him his more excellent way. To bring back 
the fragments from Babel, every one showing something 
of the entire, as it was before explosion, the local church, 
cherishing the spirit and following the example and obey- 
ing the command of the Master, seems to have been 
instituted and instructed by its great Head. 

Our Lord agonized in an anxiety to secure brotherly 
love in His organization. His Church. This is exhibited 
in His life and explicit teachings. Before He gave the 
precept in words He exhibited it in His life. Intimate 

ACQUAINTANCE AND CONSTANT COMPANIONSHIP prevailed 

among those whom He called, and whom He took under 
His training. While in the flesh with them. He kept them 
thoroughly acquainted with each other and loving each 
other in their attachment to Him. When He contem- 
plates leaving them, all conscious that He Himself is to 
be their constant companion. He gives one command- 
ment. Note how He speaks of this commandment, — "A 
NEW commandment I give unto you," — as if to,say under 
the new dispensation one new commandment is necessary, 
by compliance with which the highest welfare of the sub- 
jects and the glory of the King in the kingdom of heaven 
will be secured, — " that ye love one another ; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another." " By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another." Again, "Continue ye in my love." "If ye keep 
my commandments, ye shall abide in my love." "This is 
my commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved 
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you." " These things I command you, that ye love one 
another." This is the only commandment which the 
Master calls " his." And of this commandment speak all 
the Apostles. John, the beloved disciple, writes, "We 
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren " ; and he also writes, as if he knew what 
miserable pretexts w^ould be called " love " in order to satisfy 
the judgments of some, " Let us not love in word, neither 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth.*' " If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us." This is Gospel transcen- 
dentalism. So great emphasis is given to this require- 
ment, that we are compelled to regard this affection as 
unnatural in the circumstances. For what we do naturally 
is enjoined by our instincts and our wisdom, but not by 
the words of Jesus. The relations existing among church- 
members, and the make-up of churches, demand that we 
absolutely ignore all the distinctions to which the various 
positions and conditions, vocations and associations, in the 
world give rise. It is not a society of merchants, nor of 
mechanics, nor of laborers, nor of authors, nor of scholars ; 
no more is it a literary club or an art circle ; neither a 
society of mistresses nor of servants, nor of high, in any 
sense, nor of low ; but " rich and poor meet together in 
the Lord." There will be, there can be, no such love 
among the brethren as Christ had for the brethren, unless 
'and until the great interest and mission and work of the 
Christian Church make everything else subordinate to its 
demands. As in the late war the master and his servant 
walked side by side in the ranks, and the mistress and her 
maid mingled their thoughts and affections and energies 
to relieve them, because all distinctions were lost in the 
mission of the hour, so this new commandment of our 
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Lord requires of us that we exhibit our discipleship. 
Native tastes must be brought into subjection, though not 
by a theory nor by a test. Acquired tastes must be con- 
trolled, not by church creeds and rules, but by some means 
by which church loyalty must be made so thorough that, 
in its honest exercise, the members of each church shall 
love one another. 

Here we are met by the recurring question, " By what 
means ? " We know that while in the flesh the number of 
Christ's disciples was very small. In the brief record 
of Christ's life w^e are constantly impressed with this fact. 
Does it not intimate that while incarnate the Master 
chose intimacy among a few to a mere acquaintance or an 
entire non-acquaintance among the many ? In the better 
things to follow the advent of the Comforter, is not this 
even the principal one ? Is not this spiritual brotherhood, 
this taking of the hearts away from the world or sepa- 
i-ating force, and bringing them under^the love or uniting 
force of his religion, the greater good in contemplation ? 
Because the kingdom was to extend beyond the direct 
personal bodily contact of Incarnate Christ, was not the 
personal Spirit sent to become the centre and law of crys- 
tallization even until this great jewel of God should be- 
come the one glory of all space and of all ages ? Beginning 
at Jerusalem, the church there was a complete family of 
children, loving each other, whom they saw, and so lov- 
ing God, whom they had not seen. This is Christ's les- 
son. 

Now let us learn of Paul. We are constantly told 
that in little towns and small churches this close com- 
panionship is possible and all well enough, but in cities 
and large churches it is neither possible nor desirable. 
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Numbers make it impossible, and other social claims 
make it undesirable, and companionship among church- 
members conflicts with an expansive and compre- 
hensive style of life. But the love of Christ is more 
abundant, and, like the love in the family, the stronger it 
is in the lesser, the stronger it is in the gi*eater sphere. 
Paul was born in no mean city. He lived in the metrop- 
olis. He had culture, he had talent. He was a thinker, 
a writer, a speaker, an author. He had travelled at home, 
and he had been abroad. He was an orator. He was a 
logician, but he was pre-eminently a loving brother. He 
was more Christlike than many in that, having traversed 
this large sphere, and grasped with his mind these masses 
and multitudes, his heart was warm towards each of 
those whom he knew personally and held constantly in 
memorv in Christ Jesus. It made no difference in what 
rank or of what sex ; he knew them, and he loved them. 
Paul exhibits the spirit of Christ when he writes "to 
all that be in Rome," (something of a town,) " Beloved of 
God, called to be saints. Salute Phebe, Priscilla, Aquila, 
Epenetus, Mary, Andronicus and Junia, Amplias, Urbane, 
and Stachys, Apelles, the friends of Aristobulus, and Nar- 
cissus, Herodion, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Persis, Rufus and 
his mother, Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Her- 
mes, Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, 
and all the friends and brethren associated with them. 
Salute one another with a holy kiss." Well, when they 
had all saluted these twenty-nine named and the others 
unnamed with a holy kiss, there must have been some 
personal acquaintance beyond that expressed by the ap- 
pearance of a name on the roll or by the assembly at com- 
"mnion seasons. I wonder who presented one to the other. 
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From a recent canvass of a New England city it ap- 
' pears that twenty per cent of its Protestant population do 
not attend any church, and that proportionately more of 
the well-to-do class than of the extremely poor " care for 
none of these things." 

Not many years since a prominent church of our order 
in this vicinity, finding itself perplexed with its list of 
absentees, proceeded to drop the names from its roll of all 
from whom they had not heard within ten years. The 
evening came for these names to be publicly read. After 
the meeting had closed a sister came forward weeping, and 
asked what she had done that her name should be dropped. 
The reply was, *' Because we have not heard from you for 
ten years." " Well," the timid sister replied, " I have been 
here regularly to church and prayer-meetings all the time." 
The story is all here. Obscurity was her crime, and who 
knows how many times this little one had been passed 
by ? Again in the same church " dead " was read as put 
opposite a brother's name, and after the meeting he came 
forward and asked why he was marked dead ; and upon 
inquiry it appeared that he had been not merely a regular 
attendant at Sabbath and week-day services, but a constant 
member of its Bible-class taught by one of the deacons 
of the church. In seven instances have I ascertained 
that members of the church either reported or published 
as dead are now living. There are now more than one 
hundred members of this church absent, and more than 
twenty whose whereabouts continued inquiry and corre- 
spondence have not succeeded in ascertaining. Our eyes 
have just met in the " Congregationalist " this paragraph : 
" There are from twelve to fifteen thousand members of 
our Massachusetts churches who are put down as ' absent,* 
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an army whom nobody is able to find, and whose power, 
religiously, seems running almost wholly to waste." 

The Word of God and the present condition of our 
churches unite their voices in answering our inquiry, 
" By what means ? " Intimate acquaintance and con- 
stant COMPANIONSHIP in the daily life of Christ's dis- 
ciples. How far we have drifted from Him whose grati- 
tude to the Father drowned his agony as it said, " Of 
those thou hast given me, have I lost none." Not official 
action by pastor or deacons or. committees will answer. 
As a substitute for this new commandment some have 
placed orthodoxy in creed. In numerous instances 
have I met brethren, eminent in orthodoxy, who have 
been living in churches for years, and frequently express 
themselves, with unblushing boasting, as not knowing a 
score of people in their church. Better have a head as 
thick as Philip's, to whom Jesus said, " Have I been so 
long time with thee, and yet hast thou not known me, 
Philip ? " better be the two en route to Emmaus to 
whom Jesus said, " fools and slow of heart to believe ! " 
better be James and John, with their spasmodic ambition ; 
better be Peter, in his misdirected protest, and under the 
rebuke of Jesus, and with his denial and distress, than to 
be living in this chronic isolation and permanent stranger- 
hood, and to be exhibiting a conscience all at ease, while 
despising the means chosen of Christ to accomplish the 
great and explicit desire of his soul. Others have substi- 
tuted careful attention to the precise requirements of 
ethics ; others, unbridled exercise of social affections ; others, 
high attainment in mental culture ; others, novelties that 
would have satiated the Athenians in Paul's time ; and 
others, absurdities that would shock common-sense worse 
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than the lad of the pasture shocked the Philistine champion. 
And so far below the grand ideal do the products of these 
substitutes fall, that, appearing, like the wind and the earth- 
quake and the fire, mighty and noisy and bright, they have 
spent themselves in failure. The Lord is not in them. 
This still small voice is the voice of God. He, who made 
the cumbrous sacrifices of the typical dispensation as the 
radiant shadows of the coming Son of God, has made all the 
loves engendered and sustained by the various relations of 
life the radiant shadows of. the all-resplendent love of 
Jesus for his brethren. He has made the local Church 
the social organization in which there shall be no schism, 
but in which there must be in full exercise, and con- 
stantly and for every member in it, this one grace which 
will alone be glorified in heaven. 

As a help towards strengthening and cultivating this 
affection, and securing compliance with the only new com- 
mandment of our Saviour, who, by way of emphasis, calls 
this new commandment His, this volume is published. 

Gathering, from records in every shape and from tradi- 
tion, not great principles and plumped generalities, but 
the minutiae of Christian effort and devotion in its inces- 
sant longings to help men by winning them to Christ, I 
have sought to present them in such a way as at once to 
instruct and entertain and inspire the reader with this 
genius of the Christian religion, as it is manifested in its 
own Christ-appointed sphere, where man in contact with 
man most efficiently exerts his highest powers. Though 
the obscure acts of the obscure Christian seem, in the 
passing moment, almost unworthy of record, yet they 
become very important in their results, more so in the 
Church than in the world, for they are the distinct and 
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avowed acts of God. This is the offensive characteristic 
of the gospeL It arrays the most ordinary occurrences in 
the light of love, and here they command the attention of 
all ages. It passes unnoticed the events which secular 
history makes much of. The local church deals with the 
small facts of real life, and by its dealing with them sets 
them in its ever-brightening crown of glory. And as these 
gathered items of the past in the history of this church 
shall be read, I trust they will help to nourish a common 
interest in the local cliurch, wherever it may be, and of 
whatever denomination. On our anniversary day there 
was as eminent joy among the members of this Christian 
organization, and as high and full and sweet social life, 
as is often witnessed on earth. All had been of one ac- 
cord in one place, as, starting from 1827, they quietly 
marched under Memory's command to 1877. Social life 
had been invigorated by attention to the minute and every- 
day work of the church. 

There is a vast difference between the sectarianism and 
the bigotry and the clannishness of the churchly spirit 
and the brotherly love which church loyalty begets. The 
charge of the world to the contrary notwithstanding, no 
attainment in Christian life is more antagonistic to " nar- 
row-mindedness," called also " bigotry," than this charity, 
" which seeketh not her own, doth not behave itself un- 
seemly, envieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
and thinketh no evil.*' The church was made for man, and 
not man for the church. It is not because the body is in 
danger of being neglected by the individual members of 
the body that the Holy Spirit institutes the analogy in 
1 Corinthians xii. It is not because the eye is in danger 
of saying to the body, or the head is in dangef of saying 
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to the body, but that the eye is in danger of saying to the 
hand, and the head to the feet, " I have no need of thee," 
that that plain and warm and steady and clear exhibition 
of the inter-relation instituted and sustained among mem- 
bers of the one local church at Corinth is made. Here 
let us learn our lesson of what each member of the only 
social organization which has Christ^s own seal upon it is 
required to do, in order to exhibit his claim to Christ's 
discipleship. 

The Historical Table is accurate as far as a careful 
examination of records, diligent search for traditions, and 
extended correspondence have enabled me to make them. 

The Directory is the introduction by the Pastor, of 
each person in our society to every other, with the hope 
that Christian courtesy will see a child of the one Father 
in every one whose name occurs here, and that each per- 
son will be as thoroughly ashamed not to know each of 
the others as though we were all the children of one 
parental pair in the flesh. Who can tell but that the 
unintentional neglect of Christ, when they neglected "one 
of the least of these," would have been avoided if the 
expelled one had simply known that he or she had a 
name recorded in heaven, and that the angels were guard- 
ing him or her under that name, and that he or she was 
Christ's representative here upon earth ? 

It occurs to the author that one serious criticism will 
be made upon the book — "that in this Introduction a 
grand and lofty ideal is presented, but that the contents 
of the volume are a mighty descending therefrom." The 
criticism may be very just. When we enter the studio, 
and, seeing the canvas on the easel, listen to the artist's 
description of the picture which he is going to paint, or, 
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looking upon the shapeless block of marble, listen to the 
sculptor's description of the statue which he is going to 
carve, we are enraptured by the idea. Before the painter's 
idea is realized, however, there will be the mixing of paints 
in larger and smaller quantities, there will be daubs, un- 
gi^aceful and inelegant, and many a dash that seemed all 
out of keeping with the glory beaming in his mind at his 
recital. Before the sculptor has realized his idea, the 
heavy hammer and stout chisel wdll have made his studio 
echo with the clang of the smithery, and his hand will 
have exhibited the bruises, his clothes the dust, and even 
his protected eyes the irritation. All these are incident 
to the transformation, but all are far beneath the vision 
of the artist as he exhibited it to us. So has our Creator 
placed the process between the conception and the pro- 
duction of every worthy object. Therefore, knowing this 
criticism beforehand, I humbly hope that the plan and 
execution of this volume may prove at some stage and 
in some measure either the material, the stroke, or the 
blow by which the grand ideal is yet to become the glorious 
' reality under the eye of Jesus. May the day soon dawn 
when, among the members of each local church, though 
there be diversities over which no other spirit can prevail, 
this love of the brethren shall be the one distinguishing 
characteristic ! 

In the preparation of the Discourse, I have received 
from many persons great assistance, while, from Dr. Paige's 
History of Cambridge, and from Dr. Lyman Beecher's 
Autobiography, many valuable statements have been 
selected. To each and all grateful acknowledgment is 
hereby made by 

THE AUTHOR. 



BOOK I. 



THE ANNIVERSARY. 



HOW IT WAS CONDUCTED. 



I. — Preliminary Action. 



On the 13th of June, 1877, by invitation from the 
pulpit on the preceding Sabbath, the congregation wor- 
shipping at Prospect Street Church were assembled to 
take into consideration the matter of appropriately ob- 
serving the approaching fiftieth anniversary of the organ- 
ization of the church. The response to the invitation was 
cordiaL The meeting was large, and, after a due consider- 
ation of the subject, a hearty vote decided that it seemed 
desirable to observe the day, and to institute measures 
at once to prepare for it. At that meeting seventeen 
gentlemen were appointed as a Committee of Arrange- 
ments for the Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Organization of the Church. (The names of this 
general committee and of all tfie special committees ap- 
pear in tabular form in connection with their final report.) 
This Committee held one meeting in June, four in July, 
and three in September, previous to the Anniversary. 

At their first meeting an organization was effected by 
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the choice of Hon. John Sargent, Chairman, and Dea. H. N. 
Tilton, Secretary. This, and every subsequent meeting of 
the Committee was opened with prayer. Some perplexity 
was felt in consequence of the utter ignorance of method of 
procedure in an anniversary of a kind in which none of 
the Committee had ever taken part, and, after an hour 
spent in the free expression of suggestions, the meeting 
adjourned. 

At their second meeting it was decided : 1st, that all 
the exercises should occur on the 20th of September, and 
that no part of the Anniversary exercises should occur 
on either the Sabbath preceding or following the above- 
mentioned date ; 2d, that the pastor be requested to de- 
liver an Historical Discourse; 3d, that the following 
sub-committees be appointed, namely, a committee of four 
on Order of Exercises, of five on Finance, of three on Dec- 
oration, of three on Printing, of three on Invitations, of 
four on Music. 

At their third meeting a report was made by the Com- 
mittee on Order of Exercises, which was adopted as it 
appears in the general features of the programme. Re- 
ports were made by the Committees on Decoration, Invita- 
tion, Printing, and Finance, giving proposals and estimates 
concerning matters referred to them. After a free ex- 
pression of various views, it was decided by unanimous 
vote : 1st, that the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to furnish a suitable collation, to which admission be by 
tickets at the uniform pribe of one dollar each, and that 
all who now worship with us or who have done so in 
former years be invited to participate ; 2d, that the 
General Committee (excepting the pastor) be instructed 
to raise the sum of three hundred dollars by subscription. 
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said sum being the amount deemed necessary to defray 
the expenses of the Anniversary. 

The fourth and fifth meetings were devoted to the con- 
sideration of reports of progress by the Committees on 
Finance and Subscription, and the appointment of a Treas- 
urer. 

The sixth meeting, occurring September 3, was devoted 
to the consideration of reports by the Committees on 
Finance and on Invitations, to the election of Hon. John 
Sargent to preside at the collation and afternoon exer- 
cises, and the appointment of the Committee on the Sale 
of Tickets for the collation. 

At the seventh meeting the Committee on Invitations 
was instructed to give complimentary tickets to such 
ministers as had sustained intimate relations with the 
church; to all members of the organizing Council who 
might be present ; to such of the original members of the 
church as might come ; to the ex-pastors of this church, 
and their wives ; to the Congregational ministers of Cam- 
bridge, and their wives ; and to the editors of the Cam- 
bridge "Chronicle" and "Press," the Boston "Advertiser," 
" Traveller," and " Congregationalist," and to the musi- 
cians who were to sing at the hall. The seating of in- 
vited guests was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
A committee was appointed to receive and attend to the 
comfort and enjoyment of the assembly in the evening. 

At the eighth meeting preparations were completed, the 
programme was adopted, and final words were spoken in 
the line of suggestions, looking toward the well-ordering 
of all matters connected with the day whose light was so 
soon to dawn upon us. 



18 THE ANNIVERSARY. 

II. — The Day. The Church. The Exercises. 

The Day. — Among the stories witli which unwise 
parents gratify and stupefy and stultify their children who 
cannot understand all the revelations of geography, is 
this one : " God veils the sun's face with clouds, so that 
men cannot see him when he crosses the line ; and the 
heavens weep because they do see him." But there was 
no veil at hand and no tears to shed on this lovely, mellow, 
golden, autumnal day. It was a golden day in every re- 
spect. The Fiftieth Anniversary is par excellence the 
golden anniversary. The thanksgiving spirit is par ex- 
cellence the golden spirit. The resurrecting voice of mem- 
ory, leading forth the past in its panoramic career, is the 
golden voice. The atmosphere, which itself fills the rip- 
ening fruit with sweetness, and paints, it in the color of 
the sun, is the golden atmosphere. But above all these 
symbols the light and the glory of God are golden ; and 
that light and that glory beamed upon this people on the 
20th September, 1877. 

The Meeting-House, — The ladies of the church had 
tastefully and elegantly decorated the audience-room with 
flowers. Fitted to the arch over the pulpit was a frame, 
over which was stretched white cloth, bordered with ever- 
greens, at the top of which was the inscription " 1827, 
Prospect Street, 1877 " ; on one side, " Pilgrim, 1865," and, 
on the other, "Steams, 1872." The two latter names 
and dates indicated that these two churches were at these 
times formed as offshoots from the parent society. A 
dove, composed wholly of white flowers, was suspended 
from the centre of the arch, directly over the pulpit. The 
pulpit was beautiful with flowers of many colors, and 
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smilax. The cushion, on which the Bible rested, was a 
massive bed of flowers. The communion-table was 
adorned with a handsome design, in silver, of an an^el 
holding aloft a bowl ; on either side of this symbolic de- 
sign was a silver vase, filled with beautiful flowers of every 
kind. The platform in front of the pulpit was covered 
with elegant pot-plants in great variety. On each pillar at 
the sides of the pulpit was a white floral star, bordered 
with scarlet, set in a background of box. Around tl)e 
front of the galleries, on either side the pulpit, placed in 
the panels, were the names of the seven original male 
members of the society and one of the first two deacons : 
Chaplin, Barrett, Fairbank, Bisco, on the right ; William 
Fisk, Faulkner, Bancroft, Hubbard, on the left of the pul- 
pit. In front of the organ gallery was a large cross, com- 
posed entirely of tuberoses. The front of all the galleries 
was festooned with evergreens. Garlands of evergreens 
linked the pillars of the galleries together, and at every 
gaslight-bracket was suspended a hanging-basket filled 
with flowers. The church, in fact, was literally covered 
with decorations, and they were arranged with a skill and 
taste that reflected the highest credit on the ladies of the 
society, whose handiwork they were. The exercises at 
the church were in accordance with the order on the 
Programme. 
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1827. 



^r00ra:mme. 



1877. 



THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 



OP THI 



Organization of the First Evangelical Congregational Church, 

CAMBRIDGEPORT, 



AND OP THI 



DEDICATION OF ITS FIRST HOUSE OF WORSHIP, 



Thurtdty, September 20, 1877. 



ORDER OF EXERCISES. 



11 o'eloek, A, M; at the Church, 

VOLUNTARY. 
ANTHEM " I wiU magnify thee, God.»» 

INVOCATION, and READING DEVOTIONAL PSALM. Rk7.D.L.Fubbkr,D.D. 



ORIGINAL HYMN Riy. M. M. Ctjtoe. 



Ai backward tarn our thoughti to-day, 
O'er fifty years, so quickly flown, 
With reyerent, grateftil hearts we say, 
" The Lord is mlndftil of his own." 

Our Heayenly Father's name we praise, 
For constant watch and tender care. 
And blessings which haye crowned our days. 
Since first this Church was formed with prayer. 



Then onward let us urge our way. 
Thus highly fkyored of our Ood, 
And underneath his guiding sway. 
Walk in the path our Sayiour trod. 

And when at last our journey 's done, 
And we before the throne shall stand, 
Foreyer may we praise the Son, 
A ransomed and unbroken band. 



READING SCRIPTURE Rey. E. W. Qilmah^ D. D. 

PRAYER Riy. Edward Bdohzb, D. D. 
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ORIGINAL HTMN Rbt.Thomas C. Bwco. 



Our fiithen' Qod I to whom appears 
Less than a day them fifty yean, 
Accept the thanks we bring to thee, 
And deign to bless our Jubilee. 

We thank thee for thy constant care 
Orer thy children eyerywhere ; 
We thank thee that this church of thine 
Still witnMses for Love Dirine. 



For all its strength and usefulness, 
Present or past, thy name we bless, 
While all we are, or hope to be. 
This day anew we gire to thee. 

When time for us shall be no more, 
Bfay we, with those who went before, 
Sowing the seed perhaps with tears, 
Qather the fruit of our fifty years. 



HISTORICAL ADDRESS BY THE PASTOR, 

REY. JAMES S. HOYT, D.D. 

ANTHEM *' Rcjoioe in the Lord, ye righteous.** 

PRATER Rxr. G. W. B^gdin, D. D. 

ORIGINAL HYMN WITH THE DOXOLOGY Rbv. Oeoboi R. Leatir. 



The years, Qod, haye swiftly passed 
Since here the little seed was sown, 
Which, nourished by thy tender care, 
A tall and stately tree has grown. 

Beneath its shadow now we rest. 
And up to thee our eyes we raise, 
^Yhile hearts and Toices all unite 
To render thee a song of praise. 

We praise thee for the holy liyes 

That here thy power and grace hare shown ; 



For praying lips that now njoioe 
Among the ransomed round thy throne. 

We praise thee that our hearts are led 
To thoughts of gratitude this day ; 
That through thy mercy we were won 
To walk with Christ the hearenly way. 

0, in the days that are to come. 
May we thy grace and glory show. 
And thus, in thought, in word, in deed, 
" Praise God from whom all blessings flow." 



BENEDICTION Rkv. G. W. BLiaDxzr, D. D. 



» o'eloek, JP. ilf. 

DINNER IN TTNION wat.t. Hon. John Sarqent presiding. 

FOLLOWED BT 

SINGINa, LETTERS, AND ADDRESSES. 



7.80, P. M. 

A SOCIAL GATHERINO IN UNION HALL. 

Music on the Organ furnished during the evening. 
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III. — Subsequent and Concluding Action. 

Subsequent to the Anniversary four meetings were held. 
At the first meeting, September 26, it appeared that, 
owing to the cordial and generous donations of individuals 
connected with the church and society, the treasurer had 
been able to pay all bills, and that no indebtedness re- 
mained. A committee was appointed with instructions 
to report at the next meeting some plan for preserving an 
account of the recent celebration, together with the ad- 
dresses, speeches, etc. 

The second meeting was held October 10. The com- 
mittee appointed on the 26th ult. reported a plan and 
estimates for publishing, in a book containing about 192 
pages, the proceedings connected with the Anniversary. 
Their report was so far adopted as to secure the appoint- 
ment of a committee to ascertain, by thorough canvass, 
how many books, at the price named in the report, were 
wanted. That committee's- report is in substance em- 
bodied in the Prospectus which they then ordered to be 
printed, and placed in the pews on the following Sabbath 
morning. 

The third meeting, held October 20,. instructed the 
Committee on Publication to publish the book as soon 
as it shall appear that three hundred copies have been 
subscribed for. A vote of thanks was then passed to 
the ladies who labored so kindly and efi&ciently in the 
work of decorating the church on the occasion of the 
Anniversary, and also to the ladies who ofi&ciated in 
the sale of tickets to the collation and in the procuring 
of subscriptions to the memorial volume. 

The fourth and last meeting of the committee was held 
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November 7. The report of the Committee on Pub- 
lication announcing that three hundred copies of the 
book were subscribed for, and that it was now in process 
of publication, was adopted. Then, after unanimously- 
adopting the entire minutes of its sessions and acts, the 
committee, which had been in punctual and prompt and 
full attendance and interest during a period of six 
months, reported to the second meeting of the body who 
appointed it, called in the same manner as the first by 
public notice from the desk on the preceding Sabbath, at 
a later hour this same evening. 

At this meeting the committee's report was in sub- 
stance what has been already given in this chapter under 
Preliminaries and Conclusion, with the following ad- 
dition : — 

" In now presenting our report to the body who appointed 
us as their committee, we desire to say that, while our duties 
on this committee were but feebly understood by us at the 
first, as we have come to know them better and to do them as 
has seemed to us best, we have found not a little pleasure. 
We have, in every instance, expressed our individual views, 
and have come to harmonious and unanimous conclusions, 
oftentimes to the forfeiture of what at the first seemed to us 
wise. Our meetings will constitute a source of pleasant 
associations, and in the language of our chairman, we feel that 
" we shall want to look each other in the face," perhaps at 
every recurring anniversary of the day we have celebrated ; 
and we would, in view of the very pleasant hours we have 
passed, venture to suggest the eminent propriety of holding a 
social gathering of this congregation at every recurrence of 
September 20, that we cross the line of each succeeding year 
in cordial Christian fellowship." 
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Upon the presentation of this report to the congrega- 
tion it was accepted, and the following resolutions were 
adopted : — 

" Eesolvedy That this cougregation fully appreciate the im- 
portance of the Anniversary which has just been celebrated, 
and they congratulate themselves on the highly successful 
manner in which the occasion has been observed. We believe 
it will long be remembered with pleasure by all who have par- 
ticipated in it, and that its influence for good will long be felt 
in the church and society, and in the community in which we 
live." 

^^ Resolved, That the thanks of the cougregation be presented 
to the committee appointed to aiTange for the observance of 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the organization of the church and 
society, for the judicious methods adopted by them, and for 
the efficient manner in which their plans were carried out." 

The resolutions, with the report of the committee, were 
then adopted, the committee was discharged, and the 
meeting adjourned sine die. 



GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

Hon. John Sargent, C. L. Harding, Geo. T. Gale, 
Geo. G. Ryder, Chas. A. Fiskb, Dea. Sumner Albbb, 

Dea. H. N. Tilton, Rev. Asa Bullard, W. H. Hidden, 
Calvin Dimick, Dea. L. B. Grover, J. E. Vandervoort, 

C. F. GooDRiDGB, Jas. S. Barrell, E. p. Boggs, 
John H. Appleton, Rev. J. S. Hoyt, D. D. 

Chairman, Secretary. 

Hon. John Sargent. Deacon Henry N. Tilton. 
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SUB-COMMITTEES. 



Decorations, 

John E. Vandervoort. 
Chas. a. Fiskb. 
c. f. goodridgb. 

Literary Exercises, 

Rev. J. S. HoYT, D. D. 
Deacon Sumner Albee. 
Rev. Asa Bullard. 
John Sargent. 

On Collation, 

C. L. Harding. 
Deacon H. N. Tilton. 
Geo. G. Ryder. 
Calvin Dimick. 

Invitations, 

Rev. Asa Bullard. 
Dbaoon Sumner Albee. 
Rev. J. S. HoYT, D. D. 

Finance, 

C. L. Harding. 
Deacon H. N. Tilton. 
Geo. G. Ryder. 
Calvin Dimick. 
Geo. T. Gale. 

Printing, 

W. H. Hidden. 
K P. Boggs. 
Jas. S. Barrbll. 



Sale of Tickets to the CollcUion. 

E. P. Boggs. 
John H. Applbton. 
c. f. goodridgb. 

Music, 
Deacon L. B. Grover. 
Geo. G. Ryder. 
E. P. Boggs. 
John H. Appleton. 

Committee on Memorial Volume.* 

Rev. Asa Bullard. 
Deacon H. N^. Tilton. 
John H. Appleton. 
Rev. J. S. HoYT, D. D. 

Committee on securing Orders 
for Book. 

John H. Appleton. 
c. f. goodridge. 

Committee to secure the Comfort 
and Convenience of the As- 
semhly in the Evening, 

Deacon H. N. Tilton. 
Deacon L. B. Grovbr. 
C. A. Fiskb. 

Treasurer. 
E. P. Boggs. 
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bnt bare Rram Aiiii Ood giveth it a body aa it hath pleased hiiu." — 

1 Cor, »y. 37, 38. 

Os tlie 20th of September, 1827, this First Evan- 
gelical Congregational Church in Cambridge port was 
organized, and on the same day ita first house of worship 
waa dedicated, in accoi'dance with the usages and in con- 
formity to the spirit and historical creed of churches of 
this ortler. A half-century has elapsed since that date, 
and we have set apart this day to commemorate that 
event in which the tabernacle was set up and the ark 
of the testimony was placed in it. Most of ws will be 
compelled to look into printed annals or written records, 
or listen to recitals of traditions never written, in order 
to get back near enough to the events even to discover 
the scene or to see the men as aught but " trees walking." 
It is a common saying that " a year passed is short com- 
pared with a year in the future." But ilfty years of the 
past embrace changes whicli we shrink from anticipating 
for the fifty years to come. That we may the hetter 
comprehend the heai-ing of this event, which was so 
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obscure as to secure no record save the few lines on the 
society's book, let us glance, for a moment, over the dis- 
tance which we have come. Then John Quincy Adams 
was President of the twenty-five United States, with a 
total population of about ten million souls ; Massachusetts 
had little over half a million, and the township of 
Cambridge about five thousand inhabitants. The latter, 
though one himdred and ninety-six years old, did not 
become a city until nineteen years after our date. Cam- 
bridgeport, in 1827, had succeeded to the " Great Expec- 
tations" of Cambridge of 1631. However, now "The 
Commercial Centre" was substituted for "The Seat of 
Government," and " The Port with its Wharves " for " The 
Estates with their Palisades," while " the Canal," was 
the common enterprise of the two efforts. Growing out 
of this later efifort were two turnpike roads, becoming 
public highways, and taking, one of them the name of 
Broadway, two years, and the other, the name of Hamp- 
shire Street, seventeen years after the event which we 
commemorate to-day. The Almshouse block embraced 
the eleven acres of land bounded by Harvard, Norfolk, 
Austin, and Prospect Streets, and on it stood the Alms- 
house until 1836. The burial-ground, bounded north by 
Broadway and east by Norfolk Street, with right of way 
to Harvard Street, was still in use, to be abandoned at the 
consecration of Mount Auburn Cemetery in 1831, and of 
Cambridge Cemetery in 1854^, and in 1865 to become, to 
the end of time, a public park. Not a railroad was then 
opened into Boston, nor until six years later. The prod- 
uce of the country was brought to the metropolis, and 
goods from the metropolis were carried back to the 
villages and hamlets of New England, in heavy wagons. 
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Hotels and trading-houses, with all their appurtenances, 
were located with reference to this mode of transpor- 
tation. This settlement was emphatically a child of this 
style of commerce. 

Five years after our date, the town of Cambridge 
erected a new Town House on Harvard Street, the present 
site of the Catholic Church, at a total cost of about 
four thousand dollars. This building answered as a City 
Hall until 1853. Cambridgeport was a mere settlement, 
separated from Old Cambridge by a belt of land half a 
mile wide, almost wholly unoccupied by buildings. East 
Cambridge was even more completely separated from the 
other villages by the great marsh. Two school-houses, — 
one on the northwest corner of Winsor and School 
Streets, and the other on the southerly side of Franklin 
Street, — built at a cost of six hundred and eight hundred 
dollars respectively, afforded educational facilities for the 
children of the Port. 

On the westerly side of the square bounded by Broad- 
way, Boardman, Harvard, and Columbia Streets, a spacious 
brick meeting-house had been dedicated to God in 1808, 
and the following year, in connection with the parish, a 
church organized on the principles of the Congregational 
churches of New England. Dr. Abiel Holmes (father of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, the physician-poet) preached on 
the occasion from Matthew xviii. 20. Eev. Thomas Brat- 
tle Gannett, a native of Cambridge and a graduate of 
Harvard CoUege, had been its pastor since 1814, or for 
thirteen years. The First Baptist Church had been or- 
ganized ten years, and enlarged its first edifice for the first 
time during this year, 1827. Eev. Bela Jacobs, its first 
pastor, was still at its head. The First TJniversalist Church 
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was organized the June previous, although the house of 
worship had been dedicated five years before. Its first 
pastor, Eev. Thomas Whittemore, who commenced his 
labors in April, 1822, still held that office. Not until 
eight years had elapsed was the first Methodist class, con- 
sisting of but seven persons, formed. Fifteen years after 
our date St. Peter's Episcopal Church Parish was organ- 
ized, and in 1844 it completed its first meeting-house, 
which stood almost directly opposite where we are gath- 
ered to-day, and is now occupied as a double-tenement 
dwelling-house. Thirty years after this church was organ- 
ized, that is in 1857, St. Mary's Catholic Church was estab- 
lished, which occupied its first house of worship in 1868. 
Cambridgeport was an isolated village. Geographically, 
it was an island enclosed by Charles River, the great 
marsh, and Judge Dana's farm. Socially it was a marsh 
mantled with choking ihist, generated by country trade 
from all New England, right under the mountain of 
smooth-handed and white-faced culture. Commercially, 
it was a presumptuous cut-oflf, renewing the rivalry of 
Dudley and Winthrop, on the eastern bank of Charles 
Eiver. Turnpikes, highways, and avenues, extending from 
the bridges over Charles River, were the principal streets. 
Large commercial houses, with the seven spacious taverns, 
and their more capacious stables, were the principal build- 
ings. The stages, which made two trips a day into the then 
youthful city, containing just about as many inhabitants 
as Cambridge does to-day, were the principal vehicles. 
The Almshouse, on the westerly side of Norfolk Street, 
opposite Worcester Street ; the cemetery, on the present 
site of Broadway Park; the two school-houses, one on 
Franklin and one on Winsor Street ; the Cambridgeport 
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Parish Meeting-House, on Columbia Street ; the First Bap- 
tist Meeting-House, at the junction of Magazine and Eiver 
Streets ; and the First Universalist Meetiug-House, at the 
junction of Main and Front Streets, were the principal 
public institutions in this portion of Cambridge fifty 
years ago. Its first pastor was still in active service with 
each of the three organized churches, and each society 
was still worshipping in its original and unenlarged meet- 
ing-house. The population, consisting principally of re- 
cent settlers, was not far from fifteen hundred. There were 
already three churches in the village. One of them had 
been organized under the oversight of Dr. Holmes, the 
champion of Orthodoxy, in accordance with the usages of 
Congregational Churches in New England. Although it 
was known as the Unitarian Church, yet it had over it a 
settled pastor who did not take an active part in the con- 
troversy which wrought such havoc in the Congregational 
Churches of the Commonwealth, and who, many years 
after, declared with great satisfaction that he had never 
preached a doctrinal sermon. It had not been so strange 
if the keen eye of Methodism had discovered here a field 
for effort, and organized, if not a church, at least a class. 

The problem presents itself to us. From what source 
came a Second Congregational Church in this apparently 
unimportant and unpromising village ? 

There is something about its name which intimates its 
origin and the occasion of its existence. " The Evangelical 
Congregational Church in Cambridgeport " is a very long 
appellation by which to designate a company of Christ's 
followers. We read more between the letters which make 
up the word " Evangelical" than we do in the letters them- 
selves. It tells us of the existence here, in the isolated 
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village, of a number of souls which were not satisfied 
with what the then popular and dominant Liberalism af- 
forded them. It does not necessarily tell of any violent 
antagonism or revengeful ambition, but it does whisper, 
across the chasm of fifty years, that midway between the 
Seat of Learning and the Chair of State, both alike hon- 
ored in an Evangelical ancestry, which they both declared 
honest, though deluded, there were living men who loved 
the old way, and who desired to do something, even after 
the foundations had been destroyed, — " men who refused 
to be called children of the king's daughter, and fchose 
rather to suffer affliction with those whom they believed 
to be the children of God, and who esteemed the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt, for 
they had respect unto the recompense of reward." There 
is in the name " Evangelical " a mellowness and a golden 
bloom that differ far from what appears in the name 
" Orthodox," which, hard and burnished, is nevertheless 
cold and heartless. However, we can endure these quali- 
ties in the name rather than in the spirit, especially as, 
applied by others, we accept in it their proclamation to 
the present and all coming ages, that " their rock is not as 
our Eock, even our enemies being judges." Though but 
one half-century old, that movement, so unheralded, and 
that did not come by observation, claims and receives, 
even in the material and social growth and position of 
Cambridge, at least an equal share of respect from all its 
citizens with the more pretentious movements here in 
1631 and 1805. 

The organization of this church cannot be faithfully 
presented without reference to the great religious contro- 
versy of Massachusetts, and the stage which it had reached | 
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at the opening of the second quarter of oar century. 
Fourteen years had now elapsed since the famous Parkman 
letter had reverberated from England as a declaration of war 
between the childi'en of the one parentage. Agreeably to 
the prediction of that letter, " the Unitarians had carried 
Bostoa" " All the old churches in the metropolis of New 
England, with one exception, had passed into Unitarian- 
ism. The Christian Examiner was its powerful organ. 
The American Unitarian Association had been formed 
for the concentration of Unitarian eflbrts and the propa- 
gation of Unitarian sentiments through books and tracts 
and missionaries." Channing, Pierpont, and Dewey were 
on the field with their productions and their persons, — 
all noble men, each intensely and immensely individual- 
ized, but all agreed in denouncing the Calvinism of the 
day. " Orthodoxy was the despised and persecuted form 
of faith. It was the dethroned royal family wandering 
like a permitted mendicant in the city, where once it 
held court, and Unitarianism reigned in its stead. All 
the literary men of Massachusetts were Unitarians. All 
the trustees and professors of Harvard College were Unita- 
rians. All the elite of wealth and fashion crowded Unita- 
rian churches. The judges on the bench were Unitarians. 
The church as composed of regenerate people had been 
ignored, and all the power hctd passed into the hands of 
the congregation. This power had been used by the major- 
ities to settle ministers of the fashionable and reigning sort 
in the towns of Eastern Massachusetts. The dominant 
majority entered at once into the possession of cburches and 
church property, leaving the Orthodox minority to go out 
into school-houses or town-halls, and build their churches 
as best they could." Dr. B. B. Wisner was then at the Old 
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South, Edward Beecher at Park Street, Samuel Green at 
the Union Church, and Lyman Beecher at the Hanover 
Street Church in Boston. The younger Beecher had been 
settled over Park Street in December, and the elder over 
Hanover Street in March, 1826. The latter brought with 
him the state of warm revival feeling which he had had 
in Lichfield, Conn., for years. He at once instituted the 
inquiry meeting, and, " declining exchanges, was always at 
home." In June, 1826, he wrote: "Brother Wisner has 
got home, and I hope, in concert with him and Brother 
Green, soon to get under way in some general movement." 
In September, 1826, he wrote : " The revival has added 
about sixty to the number for whom we hope." The 
church at the outset numbered but thirty-seven. " The 
shaking among Unitarians is just begun. Two accom- 
plished young ladies from them wish to join our church, 
and five other persons of high standing are about to unite 
with Hanover Street Church. It would be easy to kindle a 
fire in all their congregations around Boston like that which 
Whitefield kindled in old Arminian congregations." Af- 
terward, alluding to this time, he writes : " The number of 

converts increased so fast that it was overwhelming 

Seventy persons were admitted at one communion. Till 
then all had been the butt of ridicule. The enemy had 
kept whist, except a few outlaws, at first, although the 
higher classes — the Cambridge College folks — had their 

spies abroad to see what was going on In one day, 

after the seventy joined, the press belched and bellowed, 
and all the mud in the streets was flying at us. There 
was an intense malignant engagement for a time. Show- 
ers of lies were rained about us eveiy day. Wives and 
daughters were forbidden to attend our meetings, and the 
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whole weight of political, literary, and social influence 
was turned against us, and the lash of ridicule laid on 
without stint. The time had not come when the leaders 
changed tactics and treated us gentlemanly." * Thus writes 
the hero of that wonderful crisis. To leave out of this 
discourse this exhibit of the spirit and forces in existence 
and at work would be to overlook the occasional, if not a 
chief producing, nay, the only known, cause of this organi- 
zation, fifty years old to-day. 

The bridge by which Cambridge is united to Boston is 
no more a matter of fact in the geographical and indus- 
trial growth of our city, than is the enterprise of Dr. 
James P. Chaplin in the Evangelical type of religion in 
this community. What " Prison Point " and the " Pest- 
House " abutments on the Boston end, and Lechmere's 
Point and Pelham's Island in Cambridge, were to the two 
termini of the two bridges respectively, Hanover Street 
Church in Boston and the Evangelical Congregational 
Church in Cambridgeport were to the termini of Dr. Chap- 
lin's great work, namely, the resting places and supporting 
bases. Without Hanover Street and Dr. Beecher with 
their work of revival, or without Dr. Chaplin's devotion, 
no such enterprise would have been undertaken and con- 
ducted as that which culminated in the organization of this 
church. The elements were in terrible conflict ; the storm 
was at its very height ; animosities were in furious rage ; 
and to the eye of man there was about as much probability 
that this despised offspring of a defunct pietism would 
again find a home in Cambridge, of which it had been 
adroitly dispossessed, as that the Turks would retake the 

* Lyman Beecher's Autobiography. 
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Shipka Pass. I quote again from Lyman Beecher's Au- 
tobiography : — 

"From the beginning, my preaching was attended with 
interest. I could take hold. There was very earnest hearing 
in the congregation : deep solemnity and not mere novelty. 
I felt in my own soul that the word went forth with power. 
It was a happy season, hopefiil and auspicious. Not long 
after, Dr. Chaplin began to attend. He had been in the 
habit of listening to a dead, feeble fellow on the wrong side, 
but who did n't do much on any side. Shall never forget how 
Chaplin heard. He was of quick, strong feeling, and was wide 
awake to hearken. He began to bring over his family and 
his patients from Cambridgeport ; and, as the seriousness in- 
creased, he came in with three or four carriages — some thirty 
persons — every Sabbath. Among the first acquaintances I 
made in Boston was old Dr. Chaplin of Groton, father of Dr. 
Chaplin of Cambridgeport. He had asked a colleague, and 
the church had voted to call John Todd, but the society 
refused, and employed Unitarian ministers from Boston. In 
fact, the society, with a minority of the church, turned the 
church out of doors, and took the property. They were 
backed up by recent legal decisions, which declared that the 
parish was the church.*' 

A council was called. Lyman Beecher drew up the re- 
port. Thus from the pen of Dr. Beecher himself we find 
that Dr. Chaplin was brought under the inspiration of 
Beecher's mind and spirit. In a letter to one of his 
daughters, dated February 3, 1827, he writes : — 

" I preach every Thursday evening at Cambridgeport, a mile 
only this side of the College, in the Baptist Meeting-house.* 

* It seems pretty clearly authenticated that Dr. Beecher began to lec- 
ture in Miss Ellis's school-room on Prospect Street, the same room where 
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The house is foil, and exceedingly silent and solemn, and there 
is a revival begun, — - about a dozen inquirers and five cases 
of recent and joyful hope. Many come from Cambridge, and 
some from Brighton, Newtown, and Roxbury. In Newtown 

is a revival begun My eye and heart are on Cambridge, 

where the Congregational Church is low ; and the College is, 
as you know. But the revival of Evangelical sentiments in 
the community around the College cannot be without effect ; 
and, possibly, yet the fire may break out in the institution 
itself. For this we wait and pray, and as far as we may, use 
the means.'* 

We turn now to the first written records of what after- 
wards became this organization : — 

"Towards the close of the year 1826, the Rev. Dr, Beecher 
commenced a course of public weekly lectures at Cambridge- 
port, It was instituted at the request of a few individuals, 
who had, for some time previous, been connected with the 
Hanover Street Church in Boston, under the pastoral charge 
of the Rev. Dr. Beecher. Believing him to be a faithful and 
successful minister of Christ, having seen, and some of them 
having experienced, the efiicacy of Divine Truth as dispensed 
by him among his own people, they felt anxious that their 
neighbors and friends should enjoy the same blessing. They 
were kindly furnished by the Baptist Society, under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. Bela Jacobs, with the use of their meet- 
ing-house for this purpose, and many $oul8 will, we doubt not, 
have occasion forever to bless God that he inclined the hearts of 
his children to adopt this means of bringing the glad tidings of 



the first Sunday school was held, but was soon compelled to go into the 
Baptist Church in order to accommodate his audience. Even the Baptist 
brethren were afraid of him ; and not until they saw the fruits of his la- 
bors, did they risk the pollution of their pulpit by allowing him to preach 
from it. 
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salvation^ as it were, to their doors,* The Holy Spirit soon 
began to accompany his truth with his own divine energy, 
and soon many were anxiously inquiring the way to Zion. 
A considerable number .... were, as we trust, brought to the 
knowledge of the truth. At length, after mature and prayer- 
ful deliberation, several Christians of the Congregational de- 
nomination began to feel that the time had come for them to 
take some active and efficient measures for the stated enjoy- 
ment of the means of grace and the administration of Divine 
ordinances among us. The indications of Providence were 
sufficiently clear with regard to the course we should pursue, 
and measures were accordingly adopted for the erection of a 
house for the accommodation of an Evangelical Congregational 
Church. Believing, as we do, that the doctrines of the entire 
alienation of the human heart in its natural state from God, 
the necessity of a regeneration by the special agency of the 
Holy Spirit, the divinity and atonement of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the future eternal punishment of the finally im- 
penitent, are clearly revealed in the Scriptures, and indeed 
constitute the very essence of our holy religion, we feel anx- 
ious that ourselves, those connected with us, and those who 
come after us, may hear them faithfully and statedly preached. 
We believe that men are sanctified through the truth, and that 
these systems of religion which strike out or disguise these 
fundamental doctrines are fatal errors, whose tendency is to 
delude and destroy the souls of men. Under these impres- 
sions, in humble reliance, as we trust, on the great Head of 
the Church for all needed wisdom and grace, we enter on this 
undertaking with cheerful confidence. While discharging 
what we believe to be a duty to ourselves and to those who 
shall come after us, we would rejoice in the privilege of being 
the instruments in rearing a temple to the worship of God, our 
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Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. In this temple we trust 
men will ever be taught to honor the Son even as they honor 
the Father ; that many weary and heavy-laden sinners will be 
directed to the great atoning sacrifice that taketh away the 
sin of the world ; and that it will prove to all who shall assem- 
ble in it from Sabbath to Sabbath to pay their vows unto the 
Most High, none other than the house of God and the gate of 
heaven." 

The hint which we found in the corporate name was 
a needle of no false pointing. The spirit of the enter- 
prise took to itself a befitting body. Conviction begat 
purpose, and purpose brought forth this true child of 
fervent piety. Such a record is an inheritance which 
any church of to-day might well covet. This first-bom 
child of the great awakening in Boston, from 1826 to 
1832, cradled one mile east of where Harvard College 
was cradled two hundred years before, was canopied 
with the same expression of solicitude on the part of its 
parents, as was the College on the part of its parents, 
that provision might be made for those who should come 
after them. 

To exhibit the living features of this movement, we 
must go out of these written records and search among 
the traditions deposited in the families of those who 
participated in them. ' The " wagon-loads " of those who 
went to hear Dr. Beecher in Boston had not been neg- 
lecters of public worship. They were legally members 
of the Unitarian Church, Eev. T. B. Gannett, pastor. 
They had become members in accordance with the then 
prevailing custom, the doctrine of regeneration having 
fallen into disrepute. They went from the church that 
worshipped in the large brick meeting-house in Cam- 
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bridgeport, away from the preaching which they had, 
over to Boston, to hear the Evangelical Beecher. Dr. 
Chaplin was an Evangelical minister's son. His father 
was one of the many Congregational ministers who re- 
fused to submit to the dominant " ism " of the day, — 
a colleague and predecessor of John Todd at Groton. 
Immediately upon Dr. Beecher's coming to Boston, Dr. 
J. P. Chaplin sought an opportunity to hear him. He 
became converted, — regenerated, — and with the spirit 
of those who heard Jesus, he gave himself to the work 
of leading others to Him who had saved him. He 
stood high in society. He was born and reared to a 
position, and he was born with elements of character 
which, under grace, fitted him to be a leader in the com- 
munity. He was a practising physician. He had a 
large family under his roof, and in connection with a 
retreat for the mentally disordered, which he instituted 
and presided over, exercised an extensive influence 
among influential families. He had in his work teams 
and wagons. As one after another became interested in 
"salvation from sin through Jesus Christ," in distinc- 
tion from " Christian civilization," he brought carriages, 
such as he had, to the service of transportation, and 
finally " fixed up his great wagons," which were made 
without springs so as to give his patients exercise in 
their pleasure rides, and took whoever would go over 
to hear the " blessed gospel preached." Even with 
this provision the healthier and stronger of the people 
habitually walked to and from the meetings in Bos- 
ton. 

The Saturday evening prayer-meetings were held in his 
house for almost fifteen years, and he invited Dr. Beecher 
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over to Cambridgeport. There were but few men who 
moved with him, but these few were very resolute as 
they came to be moved by the Spirit of God. There 
were more women ; and, as in Paul's work, so in this, they 
were noble in their devotion. The spirit of opposition 
was thoroughly aroused, and all conceivable measures were 
adopted to prevent the deluded fanatics from leaving 
home, families, and business, and running after this man. 
Especially were some of the wives and daughter opposed 
by their husbands and fathers. Out of much tribulation 
they came to the day which we now hold in glad remem- 
brance. Unlike many instances of church organizations 
arising out of the great controversy, there was no party 
in the Cambridgeport Parish out of which another church 
was organized. I am unable to find any record of any 
considerable disturbance incidental to the controversy 
except what Dr. Paige gives in these words : " The great 
majority of the Cambridgeport Parish, together with 
their pastor, adhered to what was styled the liberal party, 
and were thenceforth known as Unitarians." It is 
certain that whatever else that small minority did, 
they did not organize themselves, as such, into a new 
society out of which this church grew. Organized in 
the midst of this theological ecclesiastical seething, it 
is a great relief for us, who come to the estate be- 
queathed by the fathers, to know that originally it was 
not the embodiment of a spirit of hostility, of animosity, 
and of sleeping, if not aroused, revenge against the 
usurping majority. There is no occasion, therefore, 
for any hard feeling, any bitterness, among neighbors 
of any other denomination, as we look together over the 
annals of those days. In this community, in which 
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already, and for some years, a Unitarian, a Universalist, 
and a Baptist church had been firmly established, a 
few people of strong convictions, of warm hearts, of 
ready hands, and open pocket-books, erected a tabernacle 
and put into it the ark of their covenant. They did it 
in the exuberant flow of their new life, and whether 
they builded wisely or not they who read to-day may 
justly declare. 

Let us look now at the features of this strange child, 
this new sister in the ecclesiastical family of Cambridge- 
port, and at the place where it was laid. 

This church was a reassertion of what the courts had 
denied. It was not the parish, but it was composed of 
those in the parish who gave satisfactory evidence of 
being born again. There were in all forty-six persons. 
Seven of them were males and thirty-nine were females. 
Of these one each came from Park Street and the Old 
South in Boston, West Cambridge, Brighton, Lincoln, 
Boscawen, N". H., Augusta, Me. ; two each, from Wo- 
burn and Mr. Gannett's church, Cambridgeport ; ten on 
profession of faith ; and twenty-five from Hanover Street, 
Boston. Of the seven male members, four — namely, J. P. 
Chaplin, Dexter Fairbank, Samuel Barrett, and Francis E. 
Faulkner, Jr., were from Hanover Street ; one, William J. 
Hubbard, from the Old South ; and two, David Bancroft, 
Jr., and Thomas C. Bisco (both afterwards Congregational 
ministers), on profession of faith. The twenty-five who 
came from Hanover Street had all united with that 
church under Dr. Beecher, during the year previous to 
the organization of this church. We must add that 
many who afterwards united with this church became 
interested or converted during this same season. 
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On Austin Street, opposite Temple Street, stands a 
house, now owned and occupied by G. H. Folger, Esq., 
upon which we now turn our eyes gratefully and with 
veneration. It was the home of Dr. J. P. Chaplin, and is 
the only house now standing associated with the events 
which we celebrate to-day. The Baptist Meeting-house, 
where Dr. Beecher preached, and for the use of which 
from December, 1826, to September, 1827, a vote of thanks 
to the Baptist Church stands recorded, was consumed by 
fire in January, 1866. The first meeting-house, dedicated 
September 20, 1827, was also consumed by fire in 1854. 
And not only is it the only house associated with these 
events, but not one of the individuals who participated 
in them resides in Cambridgeport to-day. Dr. Beecher 
and Dr. Chaplin long since died, and every one of the 
others have either died or removed their residence from 
us, although one, Mrs. Clarissa Eichardson, still lives in 
Boston, and is a member of this church. That house 
stands yet, and as one reads the early records, it seems to 
have been in those days as the house of Obed-Edom, "the 
place where the ark of the Lord abode " In it the people 
who afterward became a church held every meeting, as 
they deliberated with reference to the choice of site, the 
plan of the meeting-house, and the mode of raising funds 
for building it, and with reference to the organization of 
the church, to the adoption of creed, covenant, and by- 
laws, and to the election of oflScers in the church ; and in 
it the church, with very few exceptions, held aU its even- 
ing meetings until September, 1841, or for fifteen years. 
Here, too, sat the Council which organized the church and 
dedicated the meeting-house; the Council that installed 
the first pastor, Eev. David Perry, in April, 1829; and the 



44 



HISTORICAL ADDRESS. 



Council that dismissed him, in October, 1830. Here, too, 
met the brethren, as they conducted the troublesome cases 
of discipline which drew their full length slowly along 
through a series of protracted sessions and numerous 
adjournments. Here, too, met the brethren, when two 
sides were taken, according to their respective convictions, 
upon the antislavery question, to discuss what measures 
to adopt. In this house votes were taken to receive 
nearly every one of the two hundred members of this 
church who united with it previous to 1840, and to dis- 
miss those who transferred their connection, and to 
appoint delegates to the very many councils to which 
neighboring churches had invited it. Here was the home 
for many years of the pastor whose honored memory 
makes the scene of his labors and his rest so dear to 
you all. This house seemed to be the place, almost as 
exclusively as was "this mountain" to the Samaritan, 
" Jerusalem " to the Jew, or even Olivet to our blessed 
Master. One's aflFection grows for the spot as the rec- 
ords progress. First, " at Dr. Chaplin's," then, after his 
death, " the late Dr. Chaplin's," then, after a few years, 
" Mrs. Chaplin's," and then, after her death, " the late 
Mrs. Chaplin's," until three years after her death the 
name no longer appears. The house stands a monument 
to their zeal, a tablet written all over with their delibera- 
tions, a censer filled with their prayers, the abode of 
the ark in which was kept the precious things of their 
faith. 

A glance at the names of the church will exhibit the 
feebleness of the enterprise. Somewhere it may be 
written that somebody heard that a wall was building, 
and said, *' What do these feeble folk ? even that which 
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they build, if a fox go up he shall break down their stone 
wall" We believe that they prayed, " Hear, our God," 
and we know by the records " that they built the wall, 
for the people had a mind to work." How much oppo- 
sition they encountered, and how much mockery they 
endured, let those narrate who write the acts of other 
men. Ours is the more gracious task, to write of their 
work. 

The first meeting, held April 18, 1827, was to consider 
the expediency of erecting an Evangelical Congregational 
meeting-house. It was at Dr. Chaplin's, and after dis- 
cussion "the opinion was unanimously expressed that 
such a measure is expedient." The meeting was adjourned 
until the 20th of the same month. At this second 
meeting " Dr. Chaplin was moderator, Samuel Barrett 
clerk. William Fisk, F. Faulkner, Jr., and Dexter Fairbank 
were appointed a committee to examine and provide a suit- 
able place for the location of a meeting-house, and to 
make other necessary arrangements ; Messrs. Richardson 
and John Dudley, a committee to take a plan of a house 
by examination or otherwise, and to make a general es- 
timate of the expense ; Messrs. Chaplin, Fairbank, and 
F. Faulkner, Jr., a committee to draw up a subscription 
paper and solicit subscriptions ; Messrs. Chaplin and Bar- 
rett, a committee to make a communication to the Baptist 
Church, in the name of this meeting, of our intention to 
erect a meeting-house, and to request their co-operation 
and prayers." The meeting adjourned, subject to the 
call of the chairman. For celerity and despatch this 
movement wellnigh surpassed many w^hich in our days 
are denominated "Western," or its synonyme, "fabu- 
lous." All this was done in two days. Eleven days 
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after, the meeting was called by the chairman, when a plan 
of a meeting-house was presented, discussed, approved, 
and adopted. Messrs. Chaplin, Faulkner, Fairbank, Fisk, 
Richardson, Dudley, and Wyman were appointed a Build- 
ing Committee with full power. The site of the house 
was not so readily determined. The meeting failing to 
agree, a committee was raised, consisting of Messrs. 
Chaplin, Wyman, and Faulkner, with full power to pur- 
chase a lot. Two significant minutes, under date May 28, 
here occur, suggesting to our minds that this child had 
as yet no name. '* Messrs. Chaplin, Faulkner, -and Fair- 
bank were appointed a committee to receive a deed of 
trust of- the land lately purchased of Messrs. Fisk to hold 

as joint tenants until further order of the . Squire 

Livermore was chosen Treasurer, and authorized to pay all 
demands against the ." 

August 30. — At Mrs. Bisco's, a meeting was held to take 
into consideration measures preparatory to the organiza- 
tion of an Evangelical Congregational Church. "The 
house of worship being nearly completed," September 20 
was fixed as the date for its dedication. Messrs. Chaplin, 
Fairbank, and Barrett were appointed a committee to call 
the Council. Messrs. Lyman Beecher, Chaplin, Fairbank, 
and Barrett were chosen a committee to provide a confes- 
sion of faith ; and Dr. Chaplin was instructed to invite 
the examining committee of the Hanover Street Church, 
Boston, " to examine those who are to constitute the 
church about to be organized." 

September 5. — The confession of faith and the cove- 
nant were accepted by the meeting, and the proprieties of 
the occasion were carefully attended to. The final words 
of this introductory chapter were said. A vote of thanks 
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to the Baptist Church for the use of their meeting-house 
for ten months, an invitation to Rev. B. Jacobs and his 
church to attend the dedicatory services, and a vote of 
thanks to Dr. Beecher for the "weekly lecture he has kindly 
preached to us since December, 1826, and a request for the 
continuance of the same in our new house of worship," 
— these items, with the appointment of Messrs. Chap- 
lin, Hubbard, and Barrett a committee to present the 
names and testimonials of the future church and their 
request to the Council, constitute the closing record of 

the . 

The first, or organizing and dedicatory, Council met at 
Dr. Chaplin's. It was called by letters missive from a 
company of believers wishing to be formed into a Chris- 
tian church, and was composed of pastors and delegates 
from eight different churches : — 

Hanover Street, Boston, Rev. L. Beecher, D. D., Brother 
Geo. E. Head. 

First Charlestown, Rev. Warren Fay, Brother Wra. Birchmore. 

Union, Boston, Rev. S. Green. 

Park Street, Boston, Rev. E. Beecher, Brother S. Hubbard. 

Medford, Rev. Aaron Warner, Brother Nathaniel Jacquith. 

Groton, Brother J. Rockwood. 

Dorchester, Brother Henry Gray. 

Green Street, Boston, Deacon Daniel Colby. 

Lyman Beecher, D. D., Moderator; Edward Beecher, Scribe; 
Warren Fay, Assistant Scribe. 

A letter missive, requesting the Council to assist in 
organizing a company of believers into a church of Christ 
and in dedicating a house of worship, was read. The 
forty-six applicants presented their testimonials and 
themselves. The confession of faith presented by the 
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company of believers was approved by the Council, as 
were also the proceedings of the candidates. Then, ad- 
journing to the new meeting-house, by the one service 
the church was organized and the meeting-house dedi- 
cated. Eev. Aaron Warner oflfered the introductory prayer. 
Eev. Edward Beecher read selections of Scripture; Dr. 
Lyman Beecher oflFered prayer and preached the sermon ; 
Eev. S. Green recognized the church and gave the right 
hand of fellowship ; and the Eev. Warren Fay oflFered the 
concluding prayer. The Council then returned to Dr. 
Chaplin's, and was there dissolved. Eight days after this, 
somewhat in accord with the patriarchal period, at a 
meeting of the church a. vote was taken christening 

with its name, "Evangelical Congregational 

Church in Cambridgeport." 

In our desire to present a continuous statement of this 
first stage in the work, we have left all reference to the 
house till now. The site was purchased of Messrs. Eufus 
and William Fisk for the sum of $ 800. I think even 
higher mathematics have not yet found a name which 
would characterize the shape of the lot. It fronted on 
Norfolk Street. Partly because I have not a blackboard 
at command, and partly because I am not skilled in the 
art of delineation, I will not attempt a drawing here. 
Yet the description in the deed may enable you to attempt 
to shape it, and I think with no fear of becoming idola- 
ters, for no model for it can be found amid shapes above, 
beneath, or around. 

" Beginning at the northwesterly comer of the premises, — 
at a stake and stone, — at the intersection of Norfolk Street 
and an unopened street called Washington, and running south- 
easterly, bounded northeasterly by said unopened street one 
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hundred and thirty-six feet, then turning and running south- 
erly one hundred and twenty-seven feet, then turning and 
running westerly ninety-four feet, then turning and running 
southerly two hundred and two feet to a stake and stones on 
Austin Street, then turning and running westerly and bound- 
ing southwardly on said Austin street three feet, more or less, 
to the comer of said Austin Street and Norfolk Street, then 
turning and running northwardly on said Norfolk Street two 
hundred and seventy-nine feet to the point of beginning." 

If this gore, commencing with three feet on Austin 
Street, was typical of the career of the church, we must 
have reached the grand expansion to the southward and 
eastward, as to-day we contemplate this church, the Pil- 
grim Church and the Chapel Church, as the present di- 
mensions from that small beginning. 

On this site the first meeting-house was built, and there, 
fifty years ago, were gathered our fathers and mothers in 
the faith, providing for us who came after them. The house 
was complete on the day which we commemorate. It would 
be exceedingly pleasant and profitable could we trace the 
steps by which that preliminary work had been accom- 
plished. But, the highway of records not having been 
cast up, we can only pick out the grass-grown path of tra- 
dition, and leave much to the imagination of each to sup- 
ply. From traditions which I deem authentic I gather that 
the first talk of such an enterprise was informal, but not 
in vain. Five men — Dr. J. P. Chaplin, Augustus Eichard- 
son, F. Faulkner, Jr., Dexter Fairbank, and John Dudley 
— met. At that meeting Dr. Chaplin said: "If money 
enough cannot be raised to build a meeting-house, I will 
build one in my garden and hire and pay a minister my- 
self." Of these five men but three were, at the time, church- 
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members, although all were thoroughly convinced that this 
new way was not merely the old way revived, but the right 
way. Dr. Chaplin and Francis Faulkner, Jr., are credited 
with contributing $ 1,000 and $ 500 respectively, and, in 
concert with Dr. Beecher, securing donations from Han- 
over, Old South, and Park Street churches in Boston. 
One gentleman is said to have given one tenth of his 
possessions for this object, and Mary Parks, a lady en- 
tirely dependent upon her own efforts for a living, gave 
$ 100 out of the $ 1,000 which she had saved from her 
small earnings. From these two tithes we may justly sur- 
mise that one of Dr. Beecher's lectures was founded on 
Malachi iii. 10, "Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house," and that he made a deeper impression than others 
coming after him have made with the same passage of 
Scripture. 

We cannot tell who officiated at the " raising at sun- 
rise." At that time " the comer-stone " was not the cere- 
mony at this stage of the work, but " the raising " was. 
Eeligious ceremonies were observed. On this occasion the 
foundation timbers were laid, and a floor was put down. 
When the good people came to the spot in the morning, 
great was their surprise at the tokens of liberality that 
shrank from revealing its author which appeared in the 
new and golden carpet that had been spread during the 
night. StUl unknown are the names of these generous 
men of Nicodemus habits who donated and spread the 
brimstone on which those saints walked unharmed that 
morning. But it is evident that they continued to be 
prospered, and also to be generous, for in the same modest 
and unobserved manner they carpeted anew, for every 
returning Sabbath, not merely the two shorter walks 
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leading from Norfolk Street to the entrance of the church, 
but the long one from Austin Street also. 

This original meeting-house on Norfolk Street was 
evidently built by self-denying labor and gifts. It con- 
tained sixty-four pews on the main floor, arranged on the 
one centre and two wall aisles and the cross aisle running 
in front of the pulpit. There was an end gallery contain- 
ing two rows of five pews each. The bell now in the 
tower of this meeting-house was hung in the small cupola 
which was framed into the building. This bell, and the 
Bible, used until within a year in the vestry, are all that 
now exist of the original house and furniture. Tradition 
says that soon after the house was dedicated a platform 
was built on a level with the tops of the pews at the 
right of the pulpit, and a small organ set up for the use 
of the choir, who occupied seats on this platform. This 
was soon exchanged for a better one. The time soon 
came when more room was needed. Under date of Janu- 
ary 12, 1837, we find: " Voted that Messrs. Fisk, Fairbank, 
and Houghton be a committee to take into consideration 
the matter of enlarging the meeting-house, and report at 
an adjourned meeting. January 26, 1837, the Committee 
.... presented a plan, and estimate of expense of the 
proposed alteration of the meeting-house," and "Voted 
that .... demand that the meeting-house be enlarged, 
and that the society be invited to meet with the church 
to confer with them on the subject.*' No further record of 
this matter appears, until, under date of October 29, 1837, 
we find : " Voted that the new pews be appraised on the 
principle that regulated the original appraisal." Hence 
we conclude that the first enlargement of the meeting- 
house took place m the year 1837. It consisted in the 
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removal of the walls between the vestibule and the 
audience-room, the vestibule being about one fourth 
of the depth of the house. At this time the tower was 
built to aflford a vestibule. The building of the tower 
involved a difficulty. The original church was placed on 
the extreme westerly line, designated by the conveyance 
made by Messrs. Fisk. This line was determined by the 
range from their house on Norfolk Street to their store 
at its junction with Main Street, between which signals 
rather than sounds summoned the gentlemen to their 
place. Hence " the restriction " in the deed was removed. 
We find it recorded under date of 1839, or two years after 
the enlargement was completed. 

In May, 1840, is the following record : — 

" Whereas all the desirable pews in our meeting-house are 
now occupied, and, whereas several more pews are called for, 
Voted that Messrs. Valentine, Alden, Safford, and Dallinger 
be a committee to secure funds for putting in side galleries, 
for painting the meeting-house and vestry, and paying the 
debt incurred by the former enlargement of the house, and 
that a meeting of the pew-holders be notified to act with us 
in this vote." 

This committee report in January, 1841, when an 
effort is inaugurated to pay the debt incurred in doing the 
work contemplated in its appointment. Hence we con- 
clude — for not a scrap of any society's record, nor sub- 
scription paper, nor any traces of the payment therefor on 
the church treasurer's record can I find — that the last 
enlargement of the Norfolk Street Meeting-house was 
made in the year 1840. 

The second organ was exchanged for a third, and this 
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was set up in the end gallery, and here the choir sat 
from this time forward. This third organ, having been 
sold to the Baptist people, and by them to the North 
Avenue Congregational Society, is still in use in their 
house of worship. 

In the meeting-house, enlarged for the last time in 
1840, and the chapel, " finished in 1846,*' the church met 
for its various purposes until, in June, 1852, this edifice 
complete was dedicated to God. So that just one half 
of the fifty years have passed during the occupancy of 
this house. 

The old vestry or chapel was sold and moved away to 
Columbia Street, where it was converted into a school- 
house, in which Susan Dimond (Mrs. Wm. W. Meriam) 
conducted a private school. The old church was sold 
to four gentlemen, who converted it into Washington 
Hall. It was consumed by fire in 1854. It was the 
product and the occasion of many a battle. Peace to its 
ashes ! 

VESTEY. 

Up to January, 1835, no allusion is made to any 
devotional or business meeting (except the preaching 
service in the meeting-house) otherwhere than at pri- 
vate houses. Annual meetings, meetings for discipline, 
meetings to caU ministers and councils, hitherto had been 
at the house of Dr. or Mrs. Chaplin, or Deacon Barrett. 
Under the above date the annual meeting is at the vestry. 
This single record settles the year 1834 as the probable 
date of the completion of the first vestry. For although, 
of the forty-two recorded meetings, not one was held there 
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from that date until October, 1837, it seems very prob- 
able that it was used soon after its completion for this 
purpose. Fifty-two meetings are recorded between Oc- 
tober. 1837, and October, 1841, and of these one each was 
held in the vestry in 1838, 1839, 1840, and 1841 previous 
to October. Under that date a formal vote changes the 
evening for prayer-meeting from Saturday to Friday, and 
the place from private houses to the vestry. Exactly what 
the vestry was used for it may be difficult for us who use 
the audience-room for Sabbath-school purposes to con- 
jecture. 

Precisely what occurred at this date to require the 
change may be inferred from the fact that during the year 
previous sixty-six had united with the church, of whom 
fifty-one had been by profession of faith. The vestry 
henceforth is the place for social, business, and devotional 
meetings. Under date of February 2, 1846, we find a 
communication from the society recorded. One signifi- 
cant sentence occurs : " That the society assume the debts 
unpaid for finisliing the chapel and improving the grounds 
around it." This meeting is recorded as held at the chapel, 
not the vestry. Tradition says that at this time the first 
vestry was taken down and a new one put up, but the 
above sentence is all the written confirmation of said fact 
that we can find. Mr. Charles Valentine l:)ought the first 
steep-roofed little vestry and removed it to his factory, 
and the saying is still current tliat, in response to the in- 
quiry raised, when Mr. Valentine suggested and urged tliis 
new meeting-house, '* What can be done with the old 
one " it was said, " Brother Valentine will buy it and move 
it down by the side of the old vestry.** There are those 
who distinctly remember the lesser building with pointed 
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roof and windows, and ako the second and less angular 
chapel with which most of those who worshipped there 
are so pleasantly familiar. 



THE CHUECH OF SEPTEMBEE 20, 1827. 

The original church consisted of forty-six members. 
Their names are familiar to but few of those gathered here 
to-day. But as the name of each soldier who fought for our 
privileges ought at times to be spoken by those whose liber- 
ties were purchased with his labors, suflFerings, and death, 
so we may well tarry to-day while we snatch from obliv- 
ion's closing hand each of these names of precious memory. 

Dr. James P. Chaplin was unconsciously building his 
monument of enduring and increasing worth when labor- 
ing so devotedly to found the church and erect the meet- 
ing-house. At an age in life, engaged in a profession, 
endowed with qualities of mind and heart, associated with 
a class of people, and possessed of property and reputation, 
that enabled him to command great influence and gi'eat 
resources, he did command them all in this enterprise. 
It was thoroughly under way. He not only labored and 
gave, but he endured much. His neighbors and his pa- 
tients did not agree with him in his devotion, and they 
made known their opposition. When the work of inaug- 
urating the enterprise was done, six months before a pastor 
was settled here, he died, October 12, 1828. The first 
funeral that was attended in the church which he had 
labored to build was his, and the minister who attended 
his funeral was Dr. Lyman Beecher. He died on Sunday, 
and was buried on Thursday. The following Sunday 
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morning Dr. Enoch Pond preached, and in the afternoon 
Dr. Beecher came over and preached a funeral sermoq 
from the text, " Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints." 

Mrs. William J. Hubbard, his daughter (Eliza 0.), died 
in 1832. Mrs. Hannah Chaplin, his wife, died in 1838. 
Mrs. Joanna Newcomb and Miss Martha Gardner (sis- 
ters of Mrs. Chaplin) died respectively in 1840 and in 
1848. In labors and gifts and zeal for this church this 
family all continued steadfast untU they were called hence. 

Dexter Fairbank was associated with Dr. Chaplin in 
his Institute, and was quite zealous and active. In a 
letter just received from him he says : " Not having much 
else to do, I was the man to solicit and collect the money. 
We never owed anything a great while, and so I had 
something to do in this way." He and his wife Lucretia 
were among the original members of the Second or Austin 
Street Church, formed in 1842. Their antislavery con- 
victions were very strong, and they, who had begun with 
this, cast their lot with the projectors of that enterprise. 
Subsequently they removed to New York, and are now 
living in Elizabeth, K J. 

Samuel Barrett was a teacher in a classical school in 
Cambridge. A native of Quincy, a graduate of Harvard 
College, he entered Andover as a student of theology. 
He abandoned the preparation for the ministry because of 
" timidity, sensitiveness, and lack of confidence in his 
gifts." For thirty years he was a teacher of one of the 
public schools in Boston. A polished scholar, his in- 
timacy with God's Word was a matter of note. Having 
been Superintendent of the Sunday school for six months 
before the church was formed, he was also the first per- 
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manent officer of "the company of believers." Before 
they were organized as a church, he had been their Clerk 
and Treasurer. In 1835, he was elected Deacon by the 
Church. In all the four offices he set a good example. As 
Superintendent his long service is his fitting praise. The 
records in his handwriting and over his signature are a 
model in their way. The accounts from the very first, 
kept with no erasures and no fixed-up balances, and au- 
dited on the page where they were kept, not on a flying 
sheet, make one feel comfortable in these days, when even 
audited accounts and approved balances are proving thin 
coverings of unfathomable frauds. " The good degree which 
he purchased to himself " is the best evidence that can be 
given to prove that he " used the office of Deacon well." 
He held all the offices, except Superintendent, which he 
resigned in 1842, until 1846, when he transferred his 
church relation to Boston. He died in Middleboro' in 
April of this year, aged nearly seventy-six years. His 
wife and five of his eight children, two sons and three 
daughters, survive him. His wife, though not one of the 
original members (she united by letter from Middleboro, 
in 1834), took a deep interest in the church, as extracts 
from her letters will show.* 

Francis E. Faulkner, Jr., was the man who had a talent 
for singing. His conversion, regeneration, justification, 
and sanctification are all associated with church music. 
He sang in the choir at the Old Brick Church. On the 
morning of the day in which he was converted, one of 
his daughters asked his permission to attend the Baptist 
Church. He replied, " No." The other, not knowing of 
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this refusal, soon presented the same request, and gave 
the same reason, namely, to witness immersions there. 
He gave a reluctant consent, adding, "You and your moth* 
er are going crazy." The daughters went as they desired, 
and the parents went together to the Unitarian Church, 
the mother sitting in her pew and the father in the 
choir. He had previously been very much excited in 
opposing the religious interest of his wife and children. 
This morning he stopped short during the singing of a 
hymn, under the pressure of his feelings, dropped his 
book, and would sing no more. A friend met him and 
inquired if his family were well. " No," said he, " they 
are all sick with the Beecher fever." He and his wife 
walked home together. She feared even more intense op- 
position when he amved home, but he went immediately 
to his room, and at dinner was very quiet and very tender. 
In the afternoon the whole family went to church together, 
the father strangely silent, the mother in earnest prayer. 
" He was bathed in tears during all the service. Return- 
ing home, he went into a retired room, and she followed 
him, spoke a few words to him, and came out. He re- 
mained, and, reading from his Bible the parable of the 
prodigal son, in prayer he gave his heart to God. As he 
came from that room, it was evident to us all from his 
countenance that a change had been wrought in him." 
The entire family went to the Baptist Church that 
evening. The next morning he prayed with his family, 
and henceforward at home, at church, and amid the scenes 
of daily life his devotion to Christ was observed of all. 
He urged people to become Christians. Hitherto very 
parsimonious, he now gave $500 towards building the 
proposed meeting-house. Astonished as were the people 
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at this gift, they were not less so as he came into the 
next prayer-meeting at Dr. Chaplin's, and there opened 
his mouth in testimony. How long he continued to 
praise the Lord, the many traditions of " his faltering, but 
persistent and triumphant lead at every meeting " have 
made familiar even to those who never heard him. He 
died in 1853 ; his wife, Eunice, in 1855 ; his daughter 
Eunice L, in 1838, and his son William E. (uniting with 
the church in 1834, after graduating at Harvard College 
and with the gospel ministry in view), in 1841. His 
daughter Louisa G. (Mrs. Harmon Griffin) is still living in 
New York City. 

William J. Hubbard, a lawyer, married Eliza, daugh- 
ter of Dr. Chaplin, and began at the beginning of this 
enterprise his career of honored usefulness in the church. 
Active and efficient in meetings for devotion and counsel 
and instruction, he was very highly esteemed while he 
remained here, but in 1835 he united with the Central 
Church, Boston, under the pastoral charge of the intimate 
friend of Dr. Stearns, Dr. Kogers. 

Mbs. Lydia Jackson, the wife of Captain Jackson, 
who was very indignant at the religious conduct of his 
family, was one of the two which came bearing letters 
directly from Mr. Gannett's Unitarian Church in Cam- 
bridgeport. She was transferred in 1834 to Bowdoin 
Street, Boston. She was very zealous and active, and 
became the third Mrs. Lyman Beecher. She died, not 
long since, in Brooklyn, K Y. 

Elizabeth D. Jackson, her daughter, was also trans- 
ferred to Bowdoin Street, Boston, in 1834. She became 
Mrs. S. C. Carter, and is now living at Amherst. Though 
removing from here in 1834, she keeps up her interest to 
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the present time, and has given many items of infonna- 
tion which are embodied in this discourse. 

Mary H. Jackson, also a daughter of Lydia, bad the 
first Sunday-school library in charge. She was transferred 
to Lowell in 1833. She became Mrs. A. H. Safford. In 
1837, as Mrs. Saflfoixl, she brought a letter from Lowell to 
this church. In 1842 she transferred her relations to the 
Second or Austin Street Church, and died, a member of 
that church, in 1851. 

Miss Caroline Boardman Poole, adopted at two 
years of age by Mrs. Boardman, from whom she received 
her name, was a teacher in Miss Ellis's school, and was one 
of the Christian women who gathered from the poor fami- 
lies then living in the vicinity of where Hovey's Gardens 
now are, their children and the children of the persons 
who attended Dr. Beecher*s preaching, and who desired 
their children to be under Evangelical training, and or- 
ganized our Sunday school. She died in 1844. 

Miss Eliza Freeman was one of the brightest converts ; 
a young, robust girl, who entered at once upon the Sab- 
bath-school teacher's work. The Master soon called ; she 
died in 1832. 

Mrs. Auce Black, th^ mother of a beautiful family of 
small children, came into the church unaccompanied by 
her husband, and died, beloved of all, in 1843. 

Hannah Richardson, sister of Mrs. Boardman, died by 
her own hand, the next year after the organization, 1828. 

Mrs. Susan Ensworth was the wife of an intemperate 
man, and, cheerfully accepting her lot, commended her 
religion by her industry and economy and good spirits. 
The date of her death is not known. 

Lucy Brigham, wife of the proprietor of one of the 
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great taverns of the early times, was a devoted, active 
Christian woman. Her daughter Maria (now Mrs. Dr. 
Furber of Newton Centre) united with Hanover Street' 
Church in 1827, and from thence, by letter, here in 1834; 
another daughter, Lucy F., united with this church on 
profession in 1835. The mother died in 1837. 

Phcebe Harlow was the mother of Charles and Abigail 
R and the grandmother of Louisa D. Harlow. She died 
in 1842, and is the only one of the original members whose 
name and blood are represented in the present membership. 

Mrs.-N"abby Hancock. She was '* Solomon's " wife, and 
Solomon's great-grandfather was John of the bold hand 
of " Declaration." She died in 1851. 

Abigail Boardman was the widow of Andrew Board- 
man, grandson of Lieutenant-Governor Spencer Phipps, 
commander-in-chief^ of all His Majesty's forces in North 
America in 1756. To her belongs the honor of institut- 
ing the first school in the Port, when, in the year 1800, 
she induced Mary Merriam to remove here from Lincoln 
for the consideration of " room and board, and from each 
of the twelve scholars twelve and a half cents a week, 
and an extra charge of two dollars for fuel during the 
season. Mrs. Boardman, a lady of great refinement, pos- 
sessing all the Christian virtues and accomplishments, 
died in 1848, seventy-eight years of age, the last of the 
house of Boardman." 

Miss Mary Merriam continued to teach here for more 
than thirty years. A very popular teacher, honored by 
her grown-up pupils, she died in 1852, aged eighty- 
three years, the oldest resident but one in the city. 

Mrs. Bathsheba Bisco transferred her connection di- 
rectly from the Unitarian Church, and, like Lydia of old, 
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she brought her household with her. As an illustration of 
what we conjecture to have been true in many instances 
during the ecclesiastical upheaval, I give in the words of 
her son, Eev. Thomas C. Bisco, the following : — 

*' My mother made a profession of religion, and' joined the 
church that worshipped in the Brick Meeting-house, which 
was then the only church and place of worship in the 
Port. At that time Unitarianism was uot openly avowed. I 
do not think she ever had any Unitarian tendencies in her 
mind or heart. She was, until her marriage, an attendant on 
Dr. Kellogg's preaching in Framingham, her native place. 
He was regarded as one of the more orthodox of the * Stand- 
ing Order,' as they then were called. With our mother's 
hearty good-will, her children, doubtless influenced by Dr. 
Chaplin's family, who were our next-door neighbors, often at- 
tended Dr. Beecher's meetings in Boston. After Dr. Beecher's 
course of lectures at the Port, she came into full sympathy 
with the new movement for organizing an Evangelical church, 
and contributed liberally, according to her means, toward the 
erection of the new house of worship. Her piety was not of 
the emotional type, but calm and steady, and her life a quiet 
and retired, a uniform and constant one. She gave more time 
and thought to her Bible than to all other books and papers 
combined." 

In 1838 she transferred her connection to Grafton, hav- 
ing become a member of her son's family upon his settle- 
ment as pastor there in 1836. She remained in his 
family until 1865, when at eighty years of age she died. 

Eliza B. Bisco, her daughter, also transferred her con- 
nection to Grafton in 1838. She afterward became Mrs. 
H. A. Ball, and is now a resident of West Newton. 

Maria H. Bisco, another daughter, married a Mr. 
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Street, and in 1836 was transferred to a church in Man- 
chester, England. She has since become Mrs. M. H. Sev- 
erance, and also resides in West Newton. 

Thomas C. Bisco was one of the young men (they 
were called boys then) who were converted during the 
revival. He was examined for admission to Hanover Street 
Church, Boston, but did not join that church. The same 
committee examined the believers who proposed to form 
this church, and upon their advice, he and his companion, 
Bancroft, united here on profession of faith. He was then 
seventeen years of age. He graduated at Amherst Col- 
lege in 1831. He studied theology here with Dr. Stearns, 
and was licensed to preach in 1835. He supplied the 
pulpit at South Weymouth, and declined an invitation to 
" settle " there. In July, 1838, he was ordained pastor at 
Grafton, where he preached for upwards of thirty years. 
During this time about three hundred were added to the 
church on profession of faith. He resigned his pastorate 
at Grafton in 1848, and within four weeks after accepted 
a call from the church at Uxbridge. Here he labored for 
six and a half years, when failing health compelled him 
to retire from " the more active and arduous labors of the 
ministry." He now resides at HoUiston. 

David Bancroft, Jr., united with the church in the 
same manner as Bisco did. They were of the same age, 
and warm friends. (When at the anniversary table, Rev. 
Mr. Bisco, in rehearsing the incidents of those days, said, 
" that Bancroft could be here to-day ! " feeble old age 
seemed to have gone down into the grave and brought 
back its prisoner, and the two seemed to stand there in 
the bloom of immortal youth ; and we thought how soon 
at the upper table these fancies will be glorious realities.) 
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From an obituary notice in the " Congregational Quar- 
terly " for January, 1876, we glean : — 

'* In his seventeenth year he engaged as clerk for Everett 
and Bruce, in an excellent dry-goods house, at Cambridgeport, 
Mass. Here, in 1825, he was led by a way that he knew not. 
He craved Evangelical teaching. His employers favored him 
in this respect. A physician in charge of a private hospital was 
of the same mind. So young Bancroft pushed his way on 
Sabbaths into Boston, to hear Dr. Beecher at Hanover Street. 
The physician was at pains and expense to take his patients 
to the same place of worship. Then the physician said to Dr. 
Beecher, * Come out to Cambridge and give us an evening 
lecture.* The lecture was established, and so well attended 
that Dr. Beecher appointed an inquiry meeting. To the 
first inquiry meeting some three hundred persons came. The 
result finally was, that in a few months conversions were 
multiplied and the foundations of churches laid. Young Ban- 
croft was among the first to believe, and these remarkable 
scenes * kindled in him the ardor, and schooled him into the 
habits of the zealous life-long worker for souls.' He graduated 
at Amherst College in 1835, and at East Windsor Hill in 1838. 
He had two pastorates, — one at Willington, Conn., of nearly 
twenty years, and one in Prescott, Mass., for about sixteen 
years. Here he died in the midst of a work of grace, March 1 1, 
1875." 

Mary Parks was a teacher in Miss Ellis's school and 
in the Sabbath school. She exhibited her interest in this 
enterprise, not more by her generous gift of one hundred 
dollars, than by her attendance upon all meetings, and 
her warm attachment for it until she died at Melrose, in 
1856. To her position in Miss Ellis's school and relation 
to Dr. Chaplin's family was due the fact that the gathered 
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Sunday school found a home on the first Sabbath of its 
meeting. 

Lydia Blood was engaged in the family of Dr. Chap- 
lin in charge of some department of his Institute work, 
and in 1838 removed to Grafton. 

Mrs. Clarissa Eichardson is the only one of the origi- 
nal members who has retained her connection for the en- 
tire half-century. Though residing in Boston, she is 
present with us to-day, and with her, her only son and a 
granddaughter. 

Of Mrs. Eliza Ann Ward and Eliza Heading I am 
unable to ascertain any trace, except that they died pre- 
vious to 1869, as members of this church. 

Mrs. D. Hills also was transferred in 1831, but to 
what church neither records nor accessible tradition tells. 

Jane E. Fisk, oldest child of Deacon William Eisk. 
Professing faith in Christ at the early age of fifteen years, 
she was active in the church while in Cambridge. She 
married Eev. C. S. Porter, and removed to New York 
City in 1837. She died in 1843, aged thirty-one years. 

Zabia Robinson lived in Cambridge a long and con- 
sistent Christian life. Her regular attendance upon the 
sanctuary is well remembered by many. She died a mem- 
ber of this church, though not in the city, in 1875. 

Mrs. Is anna Valentine lived to see her husband and 
six of her children members of this church, and her hus- 
band a veiy efficient and generous supporter and deviser 
of good enterprises. She died in 1874. 

Mrs. Celinda Hill removed to Billerica, to which 
place she transferred her relation in 1875. She and her 
husband (Brewer Hill) are still living at Billerica, she aged 
ninety and he ninety -four years of age. 
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Adeune 0. Gray was transferred to the Old South, 
Boston, in 1833, and from that church to this in 1836, and 
from this to that again in 1841. She married Mr. Bates. 
She died in Cambridge, 1871, aged sixty-seven years. 

Sally Gray (Mrs. Holmes) was transferred to the Old 
South in 1833. She died in Cambridgeport in 1841, aged 
thirty-two years. 

Louisa A. Gray (Mrs. Bates) was transferred to 
Brooksville, Me., in 1834, where she is still living. From 
her we have received items of interest regarding former 
times. 

Miss Nancy Hill remained in Cambridge until her 
death, in 1844. She resided on Harvard Street, and with 
her lived Miss Hannah Binney. When her house was 
burned they both became members of the family of 
Captain Amos Smith. In this family Miss Hill died, out- 
living her sister, Mrs. Smith, but about one year. 

Emily Bowtell was excommunicated in 1838. Such 
was the band of believers as we are permitted to look 
upon them to-day. Nine of them are still living. 

William Fisk, known as Deacon Fisk, although not 
one of the original members of the church, was intimately 
associated with the enterprise from the beginning. He 
united with the church in 1833, and was elected one of its 
first two deacons that same year. For thirty-seven years 
he was in very many respects its stanch and able friend. 
His name is frequently associated with those of Dr. Chaplin 
and Dr. Stearns in the peculiar struggles and perplexities 
of the first quarter-century of the church's existence. 
Four years before and ten years after the long pastorate 
began and ended, this name occurs at very short inter- 
vals. His house and his store literally gave shape to the 
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lot, and place to the meeting-house in it, as the three 
buildings were in range. His home was the place of confer- 
ence for friends and committees, and after the church was 
gathered there his purse was their reliance and his pocket- 
book their bank. (Churches are borrowers, and use banks 
for accommodation.) His counsel was their dependence 
and his will their bulwark. For more years than any- 
other officer he filled the good office, — that of Deacon. 
After thirty-one years of faithful service in it he died at 
his post, the only one of the seven who has finished his 
life in this office. 



THE CONFESSION OF FAITH, COVENANT, AND 

STANDING KULES. 

The last fifty years have witnessed spirited discussions 
concerning the creeds of churches, and great have been 
the changes introduced, in many instances, in order to 
conform to the views of pastors and prominent members. 
As might be expected, this church has passed no por- 
tion of its existence without an expressed and definite 
creed. It has had a faith within it of such a character 
that it would bear expression, and the expression is clear. 
" The Confession of Faith and Covenant " which the forty- 
six wished to adopt as the basis of their union is couched 
in no dubious language. Three months after the organiza- 
tion they adopted their standing rules, which are equj^-Uy 
explicit, and they had an edition of three hundred copies 
printed. In 1844 a new edition was ordered printed, and 
in January, 1845, some changes were made in the stand- 
ing rules. October 19, 1855, the standing rules were 
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revised, and alterations, erasures, and substitutions exten- 
sively made. May 28, 1869, commenced a series of 
meetings which closed June 18, during which the present 
creed, covenant, and standing rules were adopted seriatim 
and with careful attention ; and without doubt they who 
participated in this chanjge greatly desire that it be the 
last change while they remain here. 



BAPTISMS. 

From the very organization of the church until the 
present time, with the exception of the twenty-two 
montlis between October, 1844, and August, 1846, the 
record of baptisms is unbroken. From these records, 
so far as this church goes, we are able to obtain an answer 
to the questions, " Is infant baptism falling into disuse ? " 
and "Is the church bringing in people whose parents 
have not by this rite consecrated them to God in their 
infancy ? " 

Up to the close of Mr. Perry's pastorate, for a period 
of three years, there were baptized, infants, 25, on pro- 
fession of faith, 15; up to the close of Dr. Stearns's pas- 
torate, for a period of twenty-four years, infants, 269, on 
profession of faith, 86 ; up to the close of Mr. Oilman's 
pastorate, for a period of four years, infants, 30, on profes- 
sion of faith, 9 ; up to the close of Mr. Murray's pastorate, 
for a period of six and a half years, infants, 69, on pro- 
fession of faith, 18; up to the close of Mr. Twining's 
pastorate, for a period of four and a half years, infants, 
16, on profession of faith, 17; up to the close of Mr. 
Karr's pastorate, for a period of three and a half years, 
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infants, 8, on profession of faith, 20 ; during the present 
pastorate, infants, 12, on profession of faith, 50. The 
average number of infant baptisms per year is 8J. This 
average is fully met in the numbers baptized during the 
last eighteen months. Of the 565 who have united with 
the church on profession of faith, 215 have been baptized. 
Of the 95 uniting with the church, during the present 
pastorate, by profession of faith, 50 have been baptized. 



PEAYEE AND FASTING. 

The clear and bright jewels of the Christian faith, 
which, while it exalts the mind for a fuller view and more 
comprehensive grasp of truths and their inter-relations, 
emphasizes apprehension above comprehension, as the 
herald of distinct vision after partial vision shall be done 
away with, have ever been in open view in this church. 
The original Saturday evening prayer-meeting is to-day 
hallowed in the experiences and memories of the older 
members, and we who know how on Friday evenings we 
have met the Lord of the grand presence-promise clasp 
our experiences with theirs in the golden link which says, 
under date of October 27, 1841, " It being no longer con- 
venient to hold the Saturday evening prayer-meeting at 
the house where it has always been held (Dr. J. P. Chap- 
lin's), and it being the expressed desire of the church to 
substitute Friday evening for Saturday evening, it was 
voted to hold a weekly church prayer-meeting at the 
vestry on Friday evening." The half-century goes out, as 
it came in, with unshaken confidence in prayer, of which 
Jehovah is the inspirer and hearer and answerer. Prayer 
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has not fallen into disfavor nor into disuse, nor have this 
people come to think that its farther end is nowhere and 
its hither end is nothing, and the whole thing a spawn of 
delusion. A lone fugitive between Beersheba and Haran, 
a- mere boy in the Valley of Elah, a deserted Elijah 
amid the four hundred and fifty men, wise in popular es- 
timation, on Mount Carmel, has no more faith in prayer 
than a church of those who amid the surroundings of 
prayerless naturalism believe Jesus when he says, " If ye 
abide in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will and it shall be done unto you." 

Akin to this doctrine of prayer, and rising and falling 
with it in the centuries, is that of fasting, — fasting, not 
as a dietetic provision, not to give the system rest, but as 
typifying and proclaiming a voluntary and complete self- 
surrender to the inspiration of the Spirit of God. From 
January, 1840, until the present year, this church alone, 
and in connection with other Evangelical Christians of 
this and other denominations, has set apart days of fasting 
in humble and sincere and confident proclamation to each 
other and to the world, that it believes that there is still 
one unchanging God in Israel, the movings of whose 
power are, in his infinitely wise and mysterious counsels, 
directed in conjunction with this humble and devout form 
of worship. 

PEAISE. 

If uniformity and unanimity with regard to books of 
praise and modes of ascribing praise are to accompany 
the millennium, and are not to exist till then, every lover 
of the church must feel constrained to pray for the mil- 
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lennial dawn. With the vexed problem of Hymnals and 
Chorals this church has had somewhat to do. Exactly 
what it has done may exist in the memories of some in 
the society, but it is not a matter of record. I have seen 
the copy of " Watts' and Select Hymns " owned and used 
here by Dr. J. P. Chaplin, and am compelled to believe that 
Dr. Lyman Beecher found in it hymns for his great revi- 
val works. What would an Evangelist of to-day do with 
it ? In 1840, a resolution to substitute " Church Psal- 
mody " for " Watts' and Select Hymns " was laid on the 
table. In 1849 another attempt was made to change 
Hymn Books, and the matter was referred to the Examin- 
ing Committee. In 1852, again, the matter is referred to a 
joint committee of the Church and society. In June, 1852, 
amid the items for which the proceeds of the old church 
and its furniture were expended, I find a bill of Crocker and 
Brewster for hymn-books, of $ 11.50. As they published 
" Watts' and Select Hymns," but did not publish " The 
Psalmody," and as this bill calls only for books enough, in 
addition to what were on hand, to cover what the larger 
accommodations in the new church might demand, we seem 
warranted in concluding that "Watts' and Select Hymns " 
were still in use. In June 16, 1854, a committee was ap- 
pointed to select suitable hymn books for the chapel. In 
January 30, 1857, a committee of five, with the pastor, 
was appointed " to take into consideration the subject of 
a change in the books of psalmody." They reported, 
April 24, when further consideration was postponed for 
two weeks. May 8, the matter was indefinitely post- 
poned. In January, 1859, a new joint committee from 
church and society was appointed to consider the subject 
of hymn books. April 21, 1859, two books were recom- 
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mended for consideration, " Sabbath Hymn Book" and 
" Congregational Hymn Book," accompanied by the opin- 
ion of each member of the committee. Action was deferred 
for one week. May 6, action was deferred for four weeks. 
June 3, a vote was taken that the whole matter be indefi- 
nitely postponed. May 17, 1861, the supply of hymn 
books in the vestry being insufficient, the subject was re- 
ferred to a committee of three. May 24, the committee 
reported in favor of retaining the present book, and pur- 
chasing one hundred new copies, and measures for purchas- 
ing the one hundred new copies were adopted that even- 
ing. March 20, 1863, a committee consisting of the pas- 
tor and five others was appointed *' to the consideration 
of a change in the hymn book." January 13, 1864, the 
pastor and two others were appointed to consider the 
subject of a change of hymn books for the vestry. De- 
cember 4, 1874, a committee consisting of pastor and six 
others was appointed to examine and recommend a 
hymn book for the chapel. January 8, 1875, the church 
adopted the recommendation of the committee to pur- 
chase one hundred copies of "Songs for the Sanctuary," and 
to raise the money by subscription. February 18, 1876, a 
vote was taken " to give a fair trial to Congregational sing- 
ing, and to provide two hymn books for each pew, and ap- 
pointing a committee to confer with a committee on the 
part of the society in selecting a new book." March 31, 
1876, the present hymn book, " Songs for the Sanctuary," 
was adopted, and the purchase of two copies for each pew 
was made forthwith. Although almost every sort of record 
is made connected with this subject except conclusions, 
yet it is known that " The Village Hymns " was used at 
evening meetings, and " The Sabbath Hymn Book " at the 
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Sabbath service. As a matter of fact, changes have been 
made ; as a matter of record, they have been contemplated. 

Surely Church Psalmody has honorable mention on our 
records, and through much tribulation has it come over 
the shaking marsh of indecision up to its present solid 
ground. 

With an organ from the very first, it has been through 
the ordinary experiments of voluntary and paid choirs, of 
chorus choirs, quartette choirs, and chorus quartette choirs, 
and each of these with congregational singing, and con- 
gregational singing with neither, and is now trying the 
quartette chorus choir and congregational method. 



CHANGE m HOUES OF SERVICE. 

Well established before novelty was proclaimed as an 
essential charm, and change an absolute necessity in the 
ordering of its affairs, this church undertook no change 
in the hours of service until November, 1870. Then the 
second service was assigned to the evetiing, and "the 
afternoon devoted to a Bible service for the whole con- 
gregation." Early in the following June, it began to 
return to the old ways by voting to hold the second 
service at four o'clock, p. M., during July and August. 
By two meetings held January 24 and March 1, 1872, 
they voted to hold " the second preaching service at three 
o'clock, p. M." That circle was just fourteen months in 
circumference, and it was complete, and the end is com- 
pletely lost in the beginning thereof. 



74 HISTORICAL ADDRESS 



MODERN REFORMS. 

TEMPERANCE. 

The modern modes of agitating the temperance reform 
began in the Washingtonian movement, and have all fallen 
within the period of our review. This church has taken 
the stand of very many others. It has not, either in its 
articles of faith, or covenant, or standing rules, a temper- 
ance pledge. It leaves each member thereof to act with 
freedom in his choice of means and organizations for 
promoting good order and virtue and the well-being of 
all through every possible effort. For this it has some- 
times been called anti-temperance, but I believe falsely 
so called. There are in it some who do not accept the 
doctrine of total abstinence. There are in it manv 
more who do accept it. However, the record is fair, for, 
under date of January 20, 1830, ten years before Wash- 
ingtonianisni began its glorious work, at an annual meet- 
ing called for general purposes, we find the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted by the church: — 

"Resolved, That we, as a. church, feel ourselves required, by 
the spirit of the gospel, to abstain entirely from the use of 
ardent spirits, except in cases of bodily hurt or sickness, and 
that such abstinence be with this church an invariable condi- 
tion of admission." 

After this there is on record no vote annulling or mod- 
ifying this resolution. If it is not iron-clad, it is only 
because it is all iron. That was before the beginning of 
the modern movement. How is it now ? The Christian 
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Woman'^9 Temperance Union has some noble workers in ^ 
this church, and weekly from the desk is read the notice 
of its meetings, and when for its public speakers the 
house is asked, it is granted, and if at any place prayers 
have ever ascended from human hearts through human 
lips, it has been here for the rescue of those perishing in 
the grasp of this demon, compared with which the one 
who tore the face of the stricken father's child is mild 
and gentle. Nor is this all. Laying aside a conviction 
of education and long-continued use, it has abandoned the 
use of fermented, and substituted the use of the absolutely 
unfermented fruit of the vine at the communion-table. If 
this is an anti-temperance church, let us have more of 
them for the welfare of alL 

THE POSITION OF WOMAN. 

Thirty-seven women and nine men composed this 
church fifty years ago. One hundred and seventy-three 
men and three hundred and eighty-five women compose 
this church to-day. They seem to be harmonious, and 
no record conveys the impression that the majority have 
been intimidated or oppressed or downtrodden, nor has 
any complaint been entered that the minority do not 
have their rights in this church. However, these are 
days when almost every subject that comes up gets into 
the church, and, of course, we have noticed this matter. 
Art. XIII. of our standing rules, as printed in the 
Manual, reads: *In the transaction of business only the 
adult male members shall be entitled to vote." In Jan- 
uary, 1870 and 1876 and 1877, a motion was made, in 
accordance with Eule XIV., to strike out the word 
"male." January 3, 1877, Art. XIII. was recon- 
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structed so as to read, " In the transaction of business all 
the adult members shall be entitled to vote, except on 
questions requiring the concurrence of the society, in 
which cases adult male members only shall be entitled to 
vote." 

ANTISLAVERY MOVEMENT. 

These are days of reconciliation between political ene- 
mies. I trust there are no animosities lurking in the 
hearts of brethren in Christ, that we should need speak 
a word to remove them, or shrink from giving this agita- 
tion of the past its place in our review of to-day. Yet 
fidelity demands the impartial presentation of everything 
that goes to make up history. 

Forty years have passed since the events of the early 
days of the antislavery movement threw our churches 
into terrible excitement. This church was but ten years 
old, young and vigorous, with its then youthful pastor. 
He was exceedingly tried. In this church, on the one 
hand, were those who were honest in their convi5tions 
that God demanded at their lips speech and prayer and 
song in conference-meetings, and at their hands service 
and sacrifice as a church, in extirpating this great evil 
from our national domain ; and, on the other hand, those 
who were equally honest in their conviction that, what- 
ever position individual brethren in the church might 
pursue, the church should not devote its meeting-house, 
nor its hour of prayer, or any part of it, for the discussion 
of any subject upon which there were such pronounced and 
antagonistic views. There are men living here now, who 
warm to a glow as they speak of those frequent and pro- 
tracted meetings held in a good Deacon's house, where the 
two classes of men warmed beyond the golden, away into 
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the crimson glow, night after night, as they reasoned 
together over the problem which each party desired to 
solve aright, but was very anxious to have the solution 
favor its convictions. Even the innocent hens were 
levied upon to furnish missiles to these heroes of prin- 
ciple, on both sides the controversy. But these scenes 
were not confined to the house of the Deacon. Upon 
the old church, at the pulpit and choir end both, its 
vestibule, and even the organ, dropped thick and fast 
sparks from this friction of these two steel-faced parties, 
so that, had they been tinder, they would have been 
reduced to ashes. Twain elements of a purer air, they 
were to become one only through combustion. We 
breathe the pure air and remember whence it was gen- 
erated. 

The record reads : " March 1, 1837, the Cambridgeport 
Antislavery Society respectfully beg the use of the meeting- 
house for the delivery of an Antislavery discussion, at such 
a time as they may be able to procure a lecturer and as it is 
unoccupied by the society." This is signed by the secre- 
tary of the Cambridgeport Antislavery Society, and ad- 
dressed to the Examining Committee. In most courteous 
terms reasons were given at length by this committee 
for their course, and the use of the house was refused, 
with the request that, inasmuch as there were other com- 
modious places for such lectures, they (the Cambridgeport 
Antislavery Society) would cheerfully withdraw their 
request. This was on March 4 To this report one 
member of the Ex^,mining Committee objected, and at 
his suggestion the Cambridgeport Antislavery Society, 
in equally courteous terms, "voted to request Dr. 
Steams to call a meeting of the male members of his 



78 HISTOEICAL ADDRESS. 

church." This meeting was called March 14, when a 
motion, couched in words which are a credit to their 
author's spirit and wisdom, was made " to grant the use 
of the meeting-house, not to exceed twice a year, to a 
person well accredited as a consistent Christian, for aboli- 
tion lectures." It was discussed, and the vote taken by- 
yeas and nays. Three voted for, nineteen voted against 
and four declined voting. "Some of the Antislavery 
brethren retiring, a unanimous vote was taken, commend- 
ing the Examining Committee in their course," and the 
following resolution was adopted : — 

^^ Resolved, That the primary object of this church, in its 
organization and in the erection of its house of worship, was 
to sustain, in the members of this church and in this commu- 
nity, the great principles of evangelical faith and practice, as 
they are expressed in our confession and covenant. 

" Besolvedf That while we deeply deplore the institution of 
slavery, and would do all we can to remove it, we do not feel 
that the claims of any existing society on the subject should 
come into competition with the vital interests of the gospel 
among us. 

" Resolved, That our pastor is under no obligations to give 
public notices on the Sabbath, and we leave this whole matter 
to his discretion. 

" Resolved, That .... we are determined, at the sacrifice 
of private preferences, sacredly to avoid any known innovation 
which may probably cause alienated feeling and divisions in 
the church, and that, moreover, for the expression of Christian 
confidence in each other's purposes and plans, we do hereby 
solemnly renew our covenant with this church, in all things 
to seek its welfare so long as God shall continue us members 
of the same.'* 

These are ashes that have been cooling for forty years. 
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but they still feel warm to our feet as we walk over 
them. 

At an annual meeting, January 9, 1839, a series of 
antislavery resolutions were introduced and a motion 
made for their adoption. "This motion gave rise to 
considerable discussion, which was continued until a late 
hour, when the resolutions were laid on the table.** At 
the next meeting the resolutions were discussed until a 
late hour, and decided in the negative ; nine voting in favor 
and eighteen voting against it. At a meeting of the church 
at the house of Deacon Fisk, March 13, the letters were 
read calling the meeting for the purpose of rescinding the 
resolutions passed at the annual meeting, or of entering 
the protest of the signers of these letters against said 
resolutions. After some discussion, a motion to in- 
definitely postpone was carried by a vote of twenty-four 
to nine. At a meeting of the church at the vestry, Octo- 
ber 31, called by the antislavery members, it was voted, 
that inasmuch as an agreeable change of circumstances 
has taken place in the church since the passage of the 
resolutions in January last, in order to oblige those 
brethren who voted against those resolutions, " they be 
and hereby are rescinded." "Voted, that this church 
agree to assume the responsibility of protecting such 
Abolition notices as may be posted in the entry of the 
meeting-house." This coal we can handle better, for the 
fire is put out. 

In January, 1842, at the annual meeting, a committee 
was appointed to consider and report the following : — 

" Whereas the increase of this village has been so great for 
the last few years, that our house of worship has become too 
strait for us ; and whereas a wide difference of opinion in 
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regard to tHe original design of churches as reformatory asso- 
ciations is well known to exist among us : therefore, 

^^ Resolved^ That in our opinion the time has come when 
proper steps should be taken to form a new church in Cam- 
bridgeport, to the end that the cause of Christ may be better 
promoted. 

Resolved, That members of this church feeling it their duty 
to form a new one, be dismissed for that purpose, on the 
presentation of their several requests in due form, and that 
we will bid them a hearty Godspeed in their most praise- 
worthy and benevolent undertaking." 

The committee brought in a divided report, — three 
being in favor and two against the resolution. They re- 
ported, January 29, 1842, and agreed upon the following 
resolutions, which were adopted. 

" Resolved, That any members of this church .... who 
feel it to be their duty to form and unite with a new church, 
to be established on the principles of the gospel and accord- 
ing to ecclesiastical usage, and are willing to take upon them- 
selves the responsibility of so doing, may be dismissed for 
that purpose. Resolved, That, if we part, we do it in Christian 
fellowship, invoking the blessing of God upon each other, that 
both the new church and the old may be built up in the faith 
and order of the gospel, and bear each an important part in 
the conversion of the world." 

March 25, 1842, a vote was taken to give regular 
letters of dismission and recommendation to the council 
for organization, to nineteen members. Sunday, March 27, 
1842, two significant votes were taken, one appointing 
a Fast for the 30th instant, and one respectfully declining 
an invitation to sit on the council to organize the new 
church on the same day. At a meeting held February 26, 
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1858, a series of resolutions was unanimously adopted, 
declaring that " the interests of Christ's kingdom in Cam- 
bridgeport require the continued existence and support 
of a second church of our order, which should be in 
cordial co-operation with us; that we recognize the Second 
Evangelical Congregational Church as entitled to our 
fellowship and confidence ; that it needs fifteen or twenty 
members from neighboring sister churches, and that we 
will cheerfully give letters to any who, from sense of duty 
or privilege, may be disposed to connect themselves with 
it ; that we will make an effort to give them the sum of 
three hundred dollars in help of ministerial support." 
March 7, 1862, an invitation was extended to its Sunday 
school, about to discontinue its distinct organization, to 
become associated with our Sunday school To-day we 
express our gratitude to God, that, while such havoc was 
made both in our nation and our churches by the excite- 
ments produced by that great question, our church 
(whether or not He who sees men's hearts and knows 
men's judgments as well as motives shall deem the old 
and the new alike righteous and wise, we cannot tell), our 
church has come off as well as it has, and that now the 
storm has passed, which split the heart almost in two, the 
two sides have come together again, and the two hemi- 
spheres of the little life-globe now compose one drop to 
lose its individuality in the stream of love which gladdens 
alike every individual in both churches. 
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MISSIONARY WORK. 

In October, 1851, a committee of three was appointed 
to confer with the Baptist brethren, who had proposed to 
co-operate in supporting a city missionary. Two days 
later this committee reported favorably to the church, 
whereupon a committee of six was appointed to raise 
money for this object. A like committee was appointed, 
April 2, 1853, which reported to the church ten days 
thereafter. The church voted, 1st, that it would co-oper- 
ate with other evangelical denominations at least one year 
longer ; 2d, that it would raise as much money and per- 
form as much labor as any other denomination ; 3d, to 
take up a collection next Sabbath to defi'ay expenses of 
last year ; 4th, to institute measures to provide teachers 
and men to assist in sustaining the weekly prayer-meet- 
ing. Similar action was taken March 24, 1854. Similar 
action again in March, 1855, with the addition of a pledge 
to give $312 in money for this work. In October of 
same year a further appropriation of $50 was made. The 
same action was taken in March, 1856 and 1857, and 
April, 1858, and again March, 1859, pledging not to exceed 
$400. A series of four meetings now occur for consul- 
tation upon a proposition made by the Baptist brethren 
either to withdraw from the mission and Sunday school 
entirely, or take the Sunday school and sustain it aside 
from the mission, or to sustain the Sunday school as now 
conducted if separated from the mission. The meeting 
of March 2 appointed a committee, with instructions to 
favor the continued co-operation. This committee report, 
exhibitiiii^ the difficulties iu tlie case, on March 23, and 
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on the 30th this church voted to co-operate in the city 
mission with such other Evangelical churches as may 
unite with us, and to become responsible for $500 in 
money for this work. Similar action was taken in March, 
1861, and again March 21, 1862. The record for 1863 is 
incomplete, giving only the names of the committee, and 
leaving a blank to indicate that the clerk did not finish 
the minutes of the meeting. October 21, 1864, $1,500 was 
appropriated for the city mission enterprise. Another 
semi-blank record for 1865 and 1867 leaves us in doiibt 
as to their proceedings. Stearns Chapel was erected in 
1863, towards which this church contributed $4,000. 

STEARNS CHAPEL CHURCH. 

Under date of September, 1865, the Mission Committee 
report favorably to the formation of a church at Stearns 
Chapel, and, on the following November, eighteen persons 
were dismissed from this church and recommended to an 
ecclesiastical council called to consider the expediency of 
forming a church at Steams Chapel, — Samuel Palmer, 
Edward 0. and Ellen A. Lovett, J. K Meriam, Dr. James 
Meriam, Ellen M. Ellis, Ann M. Palmer, Margaret Ryan, B. 
R.and Mary L. Tilton, Philena D. Hawkes, Mary A. Fmser, 
James H. and Julia A. B. Sparrow, Julia Bridges, George 
H. Rugg, John K. and Hepsibah J. Nay. Also a unani- 
mous vote passed to concur in the choice of Rev. Edward 
Abbott as pastor of the church to be organized at Steams 
Chapel. The meeting of January 10, 1867, records a vote 
to take up a collection for Mr. Stone, city missionary, to 
pledge $1,200 to Stearns Chapel, and $100 for Rev. Mr. 
Stone, the city missionary, and appoints a committee on 
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Stearns Chapel mission. In January, 1868, a like com- 
mittee was appointed, and $1,000 pledged for Steams 
Chapel mission. We drop city missions here. Decem- 
ber 17, 1869, $1,700 were appropriated to Stearns Chapel, 
and the standing committee of the church appointed 
Stearns Chapel Committee. April 15, 1870, this church 
was apprised by the Chapel Church that it had extended 
a unanimous call, to Kev. George E. Leavitt to become 
their pastor, at a salary of $ 2,000, and was requested to 
concur in this action if agreeable. It was voted unani- 
mously to concur. Our first child now runs alone, and 
we find, in the records of the annual meeting for 1871, no 
appointment and no appropriation for Stearns Chapel 
Church. Dear child, literally bone of our bone and flesh 
of our flesh and spirit of our spirit, — we love her. She 
is here to-day, larger and as fair as her mother, with the 
bloom of but twelve years upon her ruddy cheeks. We 
hope she loves her mother dearly. We know we love her. 
But somewhere, in 1870 she gave up her nursery pet 
name, " Stearns Chapel " by which we called her while 
in our arms, and in November, 1871, we recognize her 
new name " Pilgrim," as we dismiss one of our number 
to the Pilgrim Church under the pastoral care of Rev. 
George R. Leavitt, and we like the name. We cannot 
expect anything else of our children, and so we are not 
disappointed to be informed by her, in the dead of winter, 
on a day of some note in the annals of our denomination, 
December 22, 1871, that she should leave her mother's 
house and set up housekeeping in her own home just 
across Main Street. She wrote us a beautiful letter, 
brimful of gratitude and promises to keep us in mind, 
especially at her devotions. We not only love her, but 
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are proud of her. We bless her. She commenced life 
aright, and she has kept it up, and God has blessed her, 
and, if we did not know that he endows his children 
with perpetual youth, we should fear lest we lose our 
charm by the side of so fair a daughter at such a promis- 
ing age. Not long, however, is our nursery vacant, for at 
the very meeting when these tidings came, arrangements 
were completed to employ Mr. Abbott at Stearns Chapel. 
The following April twenty-one of our number are dis- 
missed to this Pilgrim Church, and in October of the same 
year, our infant has a christening and takes its older 
sister's pet name, and Rev. J. K. Browne is ordained as 
its pastor. We give it six of our number, — James and 
Emily Douglass, Charles A. Fiske, Jr., H. P. and Mrs. 
Anne B. Smith, and George S. Merrill, — with our parental 
blessing. And three months after we present them as a 
New Year's gift a paid policy for insurance and a com- 
munion service. And in January, 1874, we gave her 
$1,250; inl875,$927.13;inl876, $1,045.50; andinl877 
we propose that she shall have $ 1,000 from us. Some 
effort was made to move this chapel from its hallowed 
site, but it remains where it has so long stood a " witness " 
and a " calL" We do not know why we may not expect 
as much of her as of her older sister. We turn to one 
and then to the other, and do not blush when we say 
with the prophet, " Behold I and the children whom the 
Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders in 
Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in Mount 
Zion." 
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CHUECH LIBEAEY. 

Older persons remember a Church Library. It was 
sold by order of the church ; and with the proceeds there- 
of, a share in the General Theological Library of Boston 
was purchased, which entitles the pastor of this church 
gratuitously to consult and to draw books from the library 
as long as the Church shall exist. 



CASES OF DISCIPLINE. 

Our Covenant enjoins "helpfulness, brotherly love, and 
watchfulness, and a walk in submission." We recognize 
the three constant enemies of such a walk. From the 
very church which clustered around Jesus while in the 
flesh, we learn to dread the excessive ambition of Zebe- 
dee's sons, or, at least, of their mother, the desertion of 
Jesus by all the disciples, the profane denial of Peter, and 
the treachery of Judas. And we learn also to expect that 
the Judas will be incorrigible ; that Peter's fidelity will 
shine in the light of restoration through its own eflForts ; 
and that the two modest men who secured the advocacy 
of their mother, and the mother herself, will endure chas- 
tening even until they are cleansed. This church has a 
standard of living and a standard of doctrine. Among the 
thanksgivings that we offer to-day must be this, that 
cases of discipline were recorded, so that we can learn 
through what internal tribulations the church has come 
to the close of its first half-century. The several cases 
were treated with great care and patience and kindness, 
and the records of them are complete and full. As this 
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matter requires impartial treatment, and still must be 
handled in a manner to occasion no unnecessary bad 
feeling, I shall present every case, avoiding so far as pos- 
sible any personal allusions. 

^ General laxness of deportment and looseness of talk ** 
bring admonition from several brethren upon a brother, 
but in vain. But under the kind admonition by the 
church, he sees his error. He sends to the church a 
written confession, and is fully restored to his position. 

A charge of grave and intentional fraud is made against 
a brother until he feels that he is seriously injured there- 
by. He therefore lays the matter before the church. The 
church takes up the case. Ten and a half closely written 
pages of record tell how, for two months, in frequent and 
protracted sessions, the investigation was conducted, and 
that the slandered brother was unanimously acquitted and 
justified in his course. 

A person outside the church brings before the church a 
charge of gross immorality and impiety against a step- 
daughter. Eight of those full pages on the record open 
the case to the reader, and prepare him to read with joy 
that the church was a protector of the dependent one. 
" With these facts, the bare recital of which is enough to 
make an eye of iron weep, the brethren of the church not 
only declare that our sister is innocent of the charges 
alleged against her, but they do deeply sympathize with 
this unprotected female, orphaned, and more than orphaned 
in her father's house, calumniated and on the point of 
losing that good name and standing in the church which 
to all Christians is dearer than life ; and they do heartily 
conmiend her, as an abused Christian, to the charity, affec- 
tion, and fellowship of the sisters of the church, and all 
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the friends of the Eedeemer in this place, praying Almighty 
God to keep her in every temptation, to sanctify to her 
this trial, and to bring her out of the furnace as gold 
seven times purified/' Dr. W. A. Stearns's name is attached 
to many documents to which He will never allude, who, 
pointing to this, will say, Inasmuch as you did it unto 
her, you did it unto me ; and this church will receive from 
the Alpha and Omega no message to repent of what it 
then did. 

Ajiother instance was a charge against a sister for 
habitual trade on the Sabbath and neglect to attend wor- 
ship and communion. Three meetings were held. The 
whole case is recorded, and a unanimous vote suspended 
her from the church for three successive communions. 
Before the three communions have occurred, she asks a 
letter of dismission from the church. This reopened the 
case ; and after three meetings, she was excommunicated 
by a unanimous vote. 

The sentence of suspension for six months was passed 
upon a sister on a sustained charge of slander. 

One, a member of the original church, was excommuni- 
cated on a charge of intemperance. 

A young man, " led away and enticed," is accused and 
brought to trial at a court of law. The church must notice 
it. Not as a heartless tyrant does it break his spirit, but 
as a tender mother it yearns over the young man, and 
wins him back to a love for the Master, and reinstates 
him by a unanimous vote. 

A sister is led by discipline to confess her sin, and is 
restored to full fellowship. 

A man and wife habitually absent themselves from 
worship and communion. After repeated exhortations 
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from several of the brethren, the church proceeds to re- 
prove them. Still they justify themselves, and the church 
feels compelled to excommunicate them both. Thirteen 
years after he confesses his sin to the church, asks to be 
restored to its membei'ship, and the church gladly grants 
his request. 

For conversation unbecoming and disgraceful, one is 
suspended from communion for six months. 

A brother, charged with " dnmkenness, profanity, ab- 
sence from church service, retailing intoxicating drinks, 
and general infamous deportment," is, by unanimous vote, 
excommunicated, but not until they have spent five 
months in investigating the case and laboring with him. 

For ten years, in two different instances, a brother is 
kept under the special care of the church, in its efforts to 
deliver him from slavery to the cup ; and finally, having 
done all it could, with pain it passed a unanimous vote to 
excommunicate both. 0, the long-suffering kindness of 
the spirit of Christ ! 

A man and his wife confess to the truth of a charge 
" of embracing wrong views of Christ and his ordinances," 
as this church understands them, and are unanimously 
voted out of the church. 

For long-continued absence from communion, and com- 
munion with a church not in feUowship or con^espondence 
with us, the church, with reluctance, excommunicates a 
sister. 

For violated covenant in habitual absence from sanc- 
tuary and Lord*s supper, notwithstanding tender and 
earnest appeals from the church to come back to their 
places, two members* names are ordered, by unanimous 
vote, to be stricken from the roll. 



90 HISTORICAL ADDRESS. 

One brother's case was referred back to the Examining 
Committee, and, before it was settled, he passed into the 
hands of the all-merciful and all-just God. 

Another case being tried, the church referred it to the 
committee, who have never reported progress, although 
they have had it in hand now for eighteen years. 

For error in doctrine, a member is excommunicated by 
unanimous vote. 

Under a sustained charge of gross immorality, a brother 
is, by unanimous vote, excommunicated, and a unanimous 
vote of suspension stands recorded against another brother. 

On the records of the church appears a correspondence, 
exhibiting in as clear li^t as often appears the spirit of 
Him, who not only preached the gospel to the poor, but 
delivered those who were bound. 

Three instances of irregular procedure arrest our at- 
tention. In all three, individuals went out from us and 
united with other branches of the church, one in corre- 
spondence with us and two not in correspondence with 
us. In all three instances, their names were ordered 
erased from the roll without any charge being made 
against them. Thus out of a total membership of 1,269 
twenty-four cases of discipline have been instituted. Of 
the twenty-four cases three were for error in doctrine, and 
issued in excommunication, and twenty-one for error in 
life, and issued two in reference to committee, three in 
suspension, ten in excommunication, and six in restora- 
tion. 

I have made a complete statement of all these cases in 
order to put a church of fifty years upon a just record 
among the churches and before the world. For charity, 
for patience, for bearing the burdens of the weak, for 
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faithfulness in sufiFering through the whole body rather 
than wound a member, and for discreet flexibility, what 
organization, not even excepting the family, has so bright 
a record as this Christian church. 

ABSENTEES. 

Only pastors and permanent officers in our churches can 
fully comprehend the difficulties of keeping clean lists of 
church-members in actual fellowship. We have some con- 
solation in this direction. With the many and long vacan- 
cies in the pastoral office., a period of years when our 
population has been very fluctuating under the fevers for 
emigrating toward the setting sun, the shifting centres of 
enterprises of various kinds, and the general disturbance 
created by the Rebellion, and when piety has been at a low 
ebb in all our churches, many have from time to time dis- 
appeared, but they have not been forgotten. Between 
1844 and 1877 the list has been carefully revised seven 
times, and great pains have been taken to ascertain the 
location and spiritual condition of every person who is or 
has been one of us. Still of the one hundred and eigh- 
teen absent members there are twenty-four of whom we 
know not whether they are living or dead, and, if living, 
know not where they are. 



COUNCILS. 

One of the characteristics of our polity is that of fel- 
lowship among the churches. Its chief excellence is 
manifest in its command of all the wisdom and strength 
of character and position in the vicinity at any given 
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place and on any occasion. Although in our review to- 
day we come upon the days of " Horseback" and " Chaise," 
we do not get beyond councils. It is a source of just re- 
joicing that we find this church so prominent in this 
sphere from its very beginning. Fellowship is magnified 
in its records alike in the sphere of stated and occasional 
councils. During those yeai*s of fermentation, when old 
things were unsettled and new things were not yet settled, 
these councils were very frequent and very large. The 
most frequent minutes on the records of this church 
during its entire existence are appointments to these eccle- 
siastical gatherings. Dr. Stearns was installed in 1831. 
Although the church had a pastor but eighteen months of 
these first four years, the council to install him was the 
ninth on which the church had sat. Between his installa- 
tion and dismission it attended sixty-five occasional coun- 
cils. It was represented every year, and generally twice a 
year, at the meetings of conference when any record of 
these meetings is kept, leaving us to infer that the same 
correct habit has prevailed continuously. It is true that 
Dr. Steams was a man eminent in council, and, without 
doubt, this fact had its weight in these frequent invita- 
tions. Still the church itself has manifestly been consid- 
ered valuable in this direction. Since the time of the 
great pastorate it has sat on eighty-nine councils, making 
a total of one hundred and sixty-three during its fifty years. 
Of these councils eighty-four have been for installation, 
twenty-three for dismission of pastors, nineteen for ordi- 
nation of ministers, three for ordination of missionaries, 
two for ordination of chaplains, seven to organize and 
two to disband churches, six for conference and prayer for 
spiritual edification, three to advise others in perplexity, 
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six to adjust difficulties in local churches, one looking to 
a national conference at Chicago, one the first Brooklyn 
council, and six in which the object is not stated. 

It has sat on one council each at Ashland, Am- 
herst, Brooklyn, N. Y., Chicago, 111., Carlisle, Fall Eiver, 
Groton, Grafton, Hopkinton, Keene, K H., Lockport, 
K Y., Melrose, Meriden, Ct, New Haven, Ct., Norwich, 
Ct., Natick, Plymouth, Salem, South Danvers, Winchester, 
Wilmington, and Woburn ; two each at Arlington, Lynn, 
Concord, Newburyport, and Worcester; three each at 
Chelsea, Bedford, Medford, and Providence, E. I. ; four at 
Newton; five each at Brighton and Somerville; six at 
Brookline, and eleven at Charlestown; in Boston one 
each at Essex Street, East Boston, Roxbury, and Walnut 
Avenue, two each at Berkeley Street, Mt. Vernori, Mari- 
ner's, South Boston, and Union, three at Salem Street, Park 
Street, Pine Street, and Old South, four at Messiah, and 
five at Central ; and on forty-five with the seven churches 
that are or have been in Cambridge. These single threads 
of its wisdom and strength are woven into the historical 
fabrics of fifty-six churches, and in many of them these 
threads are so frequent as to become familiar and highly 
praised, while in the more pretentious national conference 
at Chicago, on the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of 
" Our Landing," and the more widely noted Brooklyn 
councU, traces of it appear. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

We have not been able to find any trace of Sunday 
school records for the first half of the period under review, 
except the action of the church with reference to it. In 
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1833 the church, at its annual meeting, " resolved itself 
into a Sunday school society, who shall hold themselves 
responsible for the proper organization and management 
of the school," and in June, 1842, a record notes the res- 
ignation of the superintendent of the school, and the 
appointment of Aaron Sweet as his successor in office. 
After this date the appointment of various superintend- 
ents is recorded, and this one item is all that we find on 
the records. Fortunately, however, there are still living 
those who were scholars and teachers in the school From 
them I learn that a few young ladies belonging to a 
sewing society for the benefit of the Sunday school con- 
nected with the Unitarian congregation were informed 
at the close of a sewing meeting one Saturday afternoon 
that their services as teachers were not needed in that 
school. At the request of both parents and pupils, they 
then gathered such children from the Unitarian congre- 
gation as wished Evangelical teachers, and also children, 
both colored and white, from certain poor families living 
in tenements about where Hovey's Gardens now are. On 
Sabbath morning they met, and proceeded to the public 
school building, not once thinking that they would be 
excluded from it; but the doors were fastened against 
them. Then they marched in procession to Miss Ellis's 
house. Miss Ellis was in very moderate circumstances, 
and, the patrons of her school being largely among the 
Unitarians, she felt greatly embarrassed by what oc- 
curred. On the other hand, Miss Parks, her colleague 
in the school, was very enthusiastic in the Sunday 
school movement; and besides, Dr. Chaplin's influence 
was with Miss Parks. They presented their request for 
the use of her school-room, but about sixteen feet square, 
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and secured admission. " Well do I remember," writes 
one who was then a teacher, " the excitement at having 
the school-house shut against us. Miss Maria Brigham 
(now Mrs. Furber) read the Thirty-seventh Psalm, and we 
proceeded to our work. Miss Brigham was superintend- 
ent." The Sunday school met in the morning before ser- 
vice, and these rejected Evangelical women applied to the 
Baptist Church for seats in the gallery of their house for 
the use of their school during morning service. It was 
granted, and here for nearly a year the school listened to 
the preaching of Rev. Bela tJacobs. As the ladies attended 
Dr. Beecher's preaching in Boston, they designated two 
of their number from week to week to sit with the scholars 
at this service in the Baptist Church. The teachers were 
young ladies whose names are recorded among the original 
members of the church. This school was instituted in 
the autumn of 1826, and it was conducted in this manner 
until the meeting-house was completed in September, 
1827. In the spring of 1827 (Miss Brigham removing 
from the place) Mr. Samuel Barrett (unless Mr. Wm. J. 
Hubbard preceded him for a short time) became superin- 
tendent, and he continued to hold that ofl&ce for many 
years. In the choir-seats at the right hand of the pulpit 
met the Bible-class, so precious in the memory of many, 
under the charge of John P. Bullard. Some whose eyes 
will fall on this page will call to mind their companions 
who, in company with their devoted teacher, superin- 
tendent, church clerk, treasurer, and Deacon Barrett, 
committed to memory the entire book of Psalms. It 
seems quite certain that the superintendent who resigned 
in 1842 was Mr. Barrett, and, therefore, that he held that 
office from the spring of 1826 until the spring of 1842. 
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Since then we find the following names and terms of 
service: — 

June 17, 1842, to AprU 2, 1847, Aaron Sweet. 
May 14, 1847, to August 31, 1849, A. G. Hammond. 
October 26, 1849, to October 1, 1852, A. C. Smith. 
October 15, 1852, to July 8, 1853, J. A. Lovett. 
July 15, 1853, to December 12, 1856, H. M. Tapley. 
January 16, 1857, to April 9, 1858, L. B. Grover. 
January 14, 1859, to December 16, 1859, A. C. Smith. 
January 13, 1860, to December 28, 1860, Wm. Reed. 
January 18, 1861, to January 7, 1863, E. D. Goodrich. 
January 16, 1863, to January 19, 1866, Charles Mellen. 
March 2, 1866, to September 11, 1868, C. W. Muuroe. 
September 18, 1868, to July 2, 1869, S. K. Gilman, Jr. 
October 1, 1869, to April 1, 1870, Charles A. Fiske. 
April 15, 1870, to January 6, 1875, H. N. Tilton. 
January 6, 1875, Jno. E. Vandervoort. 

During nearly the whole period of the churches ex- 
istence, since January, 1833, the Sabbath school has been 
under the direction of the church, and is one of the 
appliances of the church in " bringing up the children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord." There are, 
however, several large classes of adults who regularly 
and with delight and profit meet to study God's Word. 
The vexed problem with many schools is solved in this. 
We do not ask " how can we keep older scholars in the 
school," but " we do it." Young gentlemen and young 
ladies constitute no inconsiderable part of the school. 
The great value of this branch of our enterprise cannot 
be estimated until we can know the value of truths as 
they are in Jesus, and of habits of studying God's Word 
as we have it. We can simply intimate the harvest by 
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what has been gathered. Out of ninety-five who have 
united with this church during the last year, nearly 
eighty are in the Sabbath school 

We may, however, look at a few figures which have 
been made since 1866. 

It has received from 

Penny collections, 8 1,876.24 

Friends, 78.97 

Special collections, 552.71 

Antiquarian supper, 60. 55 



It has given to 



$ 2,568.47 



Massachusetts Sunday School Society, $ 142.01 

Soldiers, 196.28 

American Board, 189.59 

Woman's Board, 75.00 

Home Mission Society, 50.00 

American Missionary Association, 75.00 

Boston Mission, 10.00 

North End Mission, 25.00 

Italian Mission, 100.00 

Seaman's Friend Society, 10.00 

Indian (Senecas) Mission, 75.00 

Missionary Tent in Texas, 10.00 

Home for Little Wanderers, 30.00 

Dr. Cullis's Home, 15.00 

Central Turkey College, 25.00 

Young Men for Ministry, 3.00 

Freedmen, 139.00 

Congregational Publication Society, 109.00 

Missions, including Steams Chapel, 1 58. 28 

Carried forward $1,437.16 
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Brought forward 81,437.16 

Sunday School in Iowa, $ 20.00 

Kansas, 25.20 

Bulgaria, 8.41 

" Maine, 25.00 

Maine, 50.00 

Pennsylvania, 10.00 

Maine, 20.00 158.61 

Chiurches, Fort Howard, Wis.,... 25.00 
*' Washington, D.C.,... 10.00 

Stoddard, N. H., 25.00 60.00 

Library, Melodeon, and Current Expenses 
of School, in addition to Church 
Donations, 912.70 

8 2,568.47 

It has sown beside many waters, if not alL Even the 
North American Indians have received $ 75 at its hands. 

It is impossible to tell how many scholars have been in 
it. It has parted with considerable numbers, as from time 
to time the Second, Pilgrim, and Stearns Chapel Sunday 
schools have been organized ; and when the Second Church 
and East Cambridge enterprises were abandoned it re- 
ceived quite considerable additions. As now organized, it 
lias six officers, thirty-four teachers, with two hundred and 
seventy-four scholars in the main school and two 
teachers and eighty-three scholars in the infant class. 
The total number of the school is therefore three hun- 
dred and ninety-nine.* Its library, recently assorted and 
arranged, contains three hundred and forty volumes. 

* The largest attendance was at the last Sabbath in October, when 
three hundred and two were present. 
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The infant class is twenty-two years old, and is so inti- 
mately associated with both the Sunday school and the 
church that it demands especial notice. Five boys were 
placed under Mrs. Whittemore's care in 1855. Almost 
immediately the class increased to thirteen boys. Then 
the committee-room was assigned to them, and the peculiar 
exercises of an infant class were inaugumted. The class 
very soon numbered forty- five, including both boys and 
girls. To accommodate this class the main school was 
removed, during Mr. Murray's pastorate, to the audience- 
room, and the vestry became the home of the little ones. 
Mrs. Horace Fisk became Mrs. Whittemore's assistant 
about this time. It soon numbered one hundred and 
fifty. The organization of Pilgrim and Stearns Chapel 
Sunday schools diminished its numbers fully one fourth. 
It has increased more rapidly during the past year than 
at any time since the above schools were organized. Six 
hundred and forty-eight names are on its list. It has 
been the recipient of three libraries from friends who 
have witnessed its work, — one, costing $ 20, from E. M. 
Dunbar ; one, of the same value, from 0. J. Eand ; and one, 
costing $ 36, from Mrs. Wyatt's class as the proceeds of 
an entertainment given by them. Mrs. Whittemore, its 
present directress, has had during these twenty-two years 
four associates, Mrs. H. M. Fisk, Lucille Bancroft, Mrs. 
H. N. Burrage, and Margaret B. Wellington. It is 
known by the name *' Flower Bed," and its perfumes 
have been recognized in New Orleans, La., $ 15 strength ; 
in Salem, Iowa, $ 20 strength ; at the PUgrim Church 
in this city, $ 38 strength ; and among destitute Sun- 
day schools in various localities, in the aggregate, 
$ 275.45 strength. But, aside from this, for several years 
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the fresh perfume of these opening buds was min- 
gled with those of the main school as they floated with 
good- will far and wide. There is a little Indian here 
among the little folks, even as among their elders. In 
1873 Mrs. Caswell, who had been a missionaiy among 
the Indians organized a mission-band auxiliary to the 
Woman's Board of Missions at Boston. I do not know 
that it ever gave $ 75.07 to the Indians, but it carried an 
awful Indian name for four years, "Weijah Workers," 
and that was enough to twist the children's tongues as 
much out of shape as the shoes of the Chinese children 
do their feet. The Micronesian Islands, Constantinople, 
and Asiatic India missions have received notice and con- 
tributions, but then the North American Indians had the 
name four years. 

During these years nine have died while members of 
this class, and it now numbers eighty-three, with Mrs. 
Whittemore and Margaret B. Wellington as associate 
teachers or directresses. It has given, — 

To support a Child at Ceylon Mission,... $ 60.00 

For Miss Dyer's Salary, 50.00 

Other Foreign Mission Purposes, 18.25 

Incidental Expenses, 35.60 

8 1 63.85 



WOMAN'S WOEK. 



FEMALE TRACT SOCIETY. 



In December, 1828, a society of ladies from the Shep- 
ard and this church was formed under the name 
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"Female Tract Society of the First Church in Cam- 
bridge and the Evangelical Church in Cambridgeport." 
It adopted a constitution, and chose oflScers. At its 
first annual meeting, December, 1829, a new constitu- 
tion was adopted and the name changed by inserting 
" Auxiliary " ; a report was made, showing that the ladies 
of Cambridge had paid in $16.57, and distributed 10,356 
pages, while the ladies of the Port had distributed 8,046 
pages, and paid S12. At the second annual meeting, 
December, 1830, the partnership was dissolved, and 
the ladies of this society at once organized a society, 
took so much of the old name and constitution as was 
appropriate to the new state of things, copied the records 
of the joint society, and proceeded with their work. They 
raised $15.74, and distributed 6,335 pages this year. At 
the third annual meeting they did not adopt a new con- 
stitution, nor change the name, but reported paid in 
$ 15.20, and distributed 6,495 pages. This society kept 
up its organization until 1842, when we find its last rec- 
ord. The total amount paid in, as reported, was $ 104.15. 



MATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 

An old book is in existence which contains precious 
records. It opens with an address to Christian mothers, 
and articles fifth, sixth, and seventh of the constitution 
are especially appropriate of notice to-day; — 

" Art. 5. Every member of this association shall be con- 
sidered as sacredly bound to pray /or her children daily , and 
with them as often as convenience will permit, and give them 
the best religious instruction of which she is capable. 

"Art. 6. It shall be the indispensable duty of every mem- 
ber to qualify herself by prayer, and, as opportunity may allow. 
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by reading, to perform the arduous duties of a Christian 
mother, and to suggest to her sister members such bints as 
her own experience may furnish, or circumstances render 
necessary. 

" Art. 7. When any member is removed by death, it shall 
be the duty of the Association to pay particular attention to 
her children, in furnishing them with religious books and 
bringing them to the quarterly meetings, etc., as circumstances 
may render proper." 

The organization was formed, December, 1834, and 
thirty-six mothers' names, with the names of their chil^ 
dren, are enrolled under it. In three instances one child, 
in three two children, in two three, in one each four and 
five, in two instances all the children, united with this 
church ; while of the remaining twenty-six the families, for 
the most part, moved away while the children were yet 
small, and there is no reason to suppose that they were 
not blessed even as those who remained. 

The association kept up its monthly meetings until 
December, 1842, when they were discontinued until March, 
1845. At this time the meetings continued one year, and 
were not resumed until 1865, when, rallying under a new 
constitution, a large number associated themselves under 
the same name. They have since that time kept up the 
meetings and the interest in them, having had during 
the whole period but one president, Mrs. H. P. Bliss, and 
three secretaries, Mrs. Mary K Jones, Mrs. H. N. Tilton, 
and Mrs. L. B. Grover. 

SEWING SOCIETY. 

This organization has numerous aUases, and has done 
numerous good deeds. It was organized in June, 1852. 
Its first name was the Ladies' Charitable Society, — its object 
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" primarily to provide clothing for destitute children, and, 
secondarily, any others who, for want of suitable apparel, 
cannot appear in the house of God." Its method of se- 
curing funds was by the payment of initiation fees, tea- 
parties, and solicitations. Its method of work was the 
purchase of goods, the making and distribution of gar- 
ments, and visitation. 

In November, 1858, The Colporteur Association, having 
been in a state of suspended animation since October, 1851 
(at least so far as the records show), and the Ladies* 
Charitable Society each dropped its name, and united 
under the name Ladies* Social BenevolerU Society. Its work 
" to aid any object of charity deemed desirable at the time 
aid is to be given." This organization was active until 
1870. In April, 1 866, another society was organized under 
the name Indies* Sewing Circle, Its work was precisely 
the same as that of the Ladies' Social Benevolent Society 
except the addition, "or to prepare boxes of clothing for des- 
titute Home Missionaries." In January, 1870, the records 
show that a proposition was made by one of these two 
societies to the other that the twain should be made one. 
The record looks as if the Ladies' Social Benevolent So- 
ciety proposed to the Ladies' Sewing Circle, but the pro- 
prieties of the case demand that the party dropping the 
name should receive rather than make the proposition. 
There seems to have been a good understanding, as there 
usually is when the affair has progressed to a proposal, as 
the last we hear of the Ladies' Social Benevolent Society 
is under date of March, 1870. Since then, through an 
uninterrupted series of gatherings for sewing and for social 
intercourse, the Ladies' Sewing Circle has been prosperous 
and efficient. 
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These organizations, under various names, have accom- 
plished an amount of good which cannot be estimated in 
dollars and cents. In donations of clothing to the desti- 
tute in our own city, to the missionaries at the West, to the 
sufferers by fire in the principal cities of Maine and Illinois, 
and amid the forests of Michigan, and to the soldiers; 
in the sewing that has been done ; in the social advan- 
tages afforded and in the cultivation of benevolence ; and 
in laying away in the vaults of the past pleasant scenes 
for memory to draw upon, — in all these items lies the 
great value of this truly Christian enterprise. Yet the 
amount of money contributed through this agency since 
coming into this meeting-house, not including what was 
given to the soldiers, does not vary far from'S 5,000. In 
a single year they gave to the Pilgrim Church $ 1261.25 
as tlie proceeds of fair, festival, and concerts. The records 
accessible show $ 2,168.72 as tlie gifts of these societies 
previous to abandoning the first house of worship. Poor 
citizens. Consumptives' Home, Home Missionaries, College 
students. Pilgrim and Stearns Chapel churches, the Con- 
gregational House, sufferers by fire in Maine, Micliigan, and 
Illinois, Union soldiers as well as the Ceylonites and North 
American Indians, — all these and many others may well 
rise up and call this organization of Christian women 
blessed ; and from this Evangelical Congregational Church 
to-day very appropriately does the salutation of Paul go 
back the whole length of the line from where it commences 
with the ladies who formed, organized, and superintended 
the Sunday school to where it ends in those who decorated 
this house and the hall for this occasion, and have can- 
vassed the society in its financial effort, saluting these 
descendants of Phoebe, Priscilla, Mary, Joanna, Tryphena 
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and Tryphosa, Persia, the mother of Eufus, Julia, and the 
sister of Nereus. 

MISSION AMONG THE INDIANS. 

The only time at which Dr. William A. Stearns and the 
author ever met was in the gallery of the church at Rutland, 
Vt., both acting on the Committee of the American Board 
for the North American Indiana. Dr. Stearns then made 
just one lasting impression upon my mind, namely, that 
he had been interested for years in this people. As now I 
meet, under date of September, 1873, the records of the 
work of the Christian women of this church, Dr. Stearns's 
interest appears again. Tlie preamble to their constitution 
reads : " The ladies connected with Eev. Mr. Stearns's 
Society, Cambridgeport, whose names arie here subscribed 
have entered into a voluntary association, called the Ojib- 
way Missionary Society, for the purpose of .aiding, by their 
combined efforts, the mission established among the In- 
dians. While thus united for the promotion of the religious 
and moral interests of a remnant of the once powerful and 
numerous, but now almost extinguished race, they hope 
their intercourse with each other will be productive of 
mutual improvement, will increase their interest in be- 
nevolent operations, and induce them cheerfully to con- 
tribute to each as they have ability, so that it may 
in truth be said of them, as in commendation of one 
of old, ' She hath done what she could.' " They for- 
warded $ 30 in the autumn of 1834, and again in 1835 
to the Ojibways. The year 1836 gives us no report 
of money raised, but the name was changed to Young 
Ladies' Missionary Society, and it was decided to con- 
tribute $20 per annum to educate a child in Ceylon. 
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In 1837 they donated $ 20 to the Ceylon Mission, and 
$ 15.07 to the Ojibways. 

The next donations were divided so that the poor In- 
dian, as in the proposed hunting expedition, was where 
" you no say Turkey to Indian once," for S 31.46 go to 
the Ceylon Mission, and $100 towai*d paying the debt 
incurred by enlarging the meeting-house. This appropria- 
tion was made in January, 1839. In September of the 
same year another distribution was made. Look sharp 
now for poor " Lo " ! They had had a fair, and netted 
$ 520. Who gets the turkey ? To the American Board 
for Ceylon goes $ 20 ; toward defraying debt incurred by 
eulai^ing the meeting-house, $ 500. I suppose " Lo " had 
the balance, — " Lo the poor Indian." In 1840 they 
gave $ 20 to the Ceylon Mission, and $ 33 to the Ojib- 
ways. Tliey made no distribution in 1841, but in 1842 
another distribution gives $ 20 for Ceylon and S 18.04 
for general missions to American Board Commissioners 
Foreign Missions. In 1843 $20 for Ceylon, and they 
carry forward a balance of $ 14.75. In 1844 another 
change occurs in the name on the secretary's book by 
leaving out " Young." This year the Ladies' Missionary 
Society distribute to the American Tract Society for colpor- 
tage $ 150. It is interesting to study how a tame olive may 
be grafted into a wild one. In the twelfth annual report 
occurs this sentence: "The object of this association, as 
all doubtless understand, is Christian benevolence, par- 
ticularly as applied to the subject of Missions at the 
West." Herein lies the solution of the transformation, 
whereby under the same organization, " Ojibway " is first 
" Ceylon " and then " Colportage." Yearly now the tame 
olive bears the fruit. In 1845, for Colportage, $ 150 ; in 
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1846, for Colportage, $150 ; in 1847, for Colportage, S 150 ; 
in 1848, for Colportage, $150; in 1849, for Colportage, 
$150; in 1850, for Colportage, $ 150; in 1851, for Colpor- 
tage, $ 130. The third name on the secretary's book is still 
the name of the tree of such abundant fruitage ; but the 
treasurer's book keeps its receipts and appropriations un- 
der one style, " Young Ladies' Missionary Society," until 
1846. At this date the discovery seems to have been 
made that, the fruit being all of one sort, it might be 
better to call the tree by the same name a^ the fruit. 
So they record : " This society shall be called The Ladies' 
Colporteur Association," but they make no change in the 
constitution so far as it declares its object to help the 
poor Indian. 

So this efl&cient and successful organization, formed " for 
the promotion of the religious and moral interests of a 
remnant of the once powerful and numerous, but now 
almost extinguished race," paid 

To Americau Tract Society $ 1,320.00 

To enlarge the Meeting-House 600.00 

To Ceylon Mission 111.46 

To A. B. C. F. M 18.04 

To the Ojibway Mission 75.07 

Total $2,124.57 

It is a source of comfort to ascertain that, whatever 
failures the nation has made in its treatment of the North 
American Indians, at least $ 75.07 have been appropriated 
for their welfare by this society. Subsequent to 1851 
there appears the collection of $ 80, and a bequest of $ 500 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Young. These sums were also given 
to the American Tract Society. 
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CO-OPERATIVE WOEK. 

There are spheres of Christian effort in which church- 
lines must be ignored, and in these spheres this church is 
largely efficient. 

The Cambridge Dispensary, furnishing medical attend- 
ance and medicine and nurses to such of the sick as are 
unable to secure them for themselves, receives its share 
of money and of counsel from this church. Two of its 
directors are our Deacons. 

Avon Place Home, securing a home with its provision 
and instruction and discipline and care for children, 
whose parents cannot, or will not, do these things for 
them, has a directress of our number. 

Union Mission Sewing-School, holding its meetings 
regularly for the purpose of teaching children to sew, is 
doing an inexpressible amount of good among tlie poor 
girls of this city. The president and treasurer and a 
large number of teachers in this cause are from the Pros- 
pect Street church and society. 

Mission Aux. to A. B. C. F. M. In this more recent 
method of helping the far-off people of darkness, our 
ladies, in connection with the ladies of the Pilgrim 
Church, have been engaged since January, 1872. They 
have paid to the Woman's Board, since that time, in an- 
nual instalments, $ 1,042. From among this branch the 
Board had just selected one for the Japan field, when 
Eev. Isaac Pierson of the China mission, took Miss Sarah 
E. Dyer, under an alias Pierson, with him to North 
China. 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union. Prominent 
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among the agencies for reform is this organization. Amer- 
ican in its origin, it is emphatically American in its type. 
Nation, State, and town, three and yet one, alone and to- 
gether, it seeks to diminish intemperance. It exists here 
as the Cambridgeport Union. Formed in February, 1876 ; 
three of its five vice-presidents and its secretaiy were 
from this church. Under a change in its number of oflB- 
cers, one of its two vice-presidents, its secretary, two of 
the executive committee of ten, and one of its three col- 
lectors, are of our number the present year. 

During the War. The records of the work done by 
the women of this society during the struggle are not 
written with pen nor printed in ink. Yet the record is 
not lost. On the memories of those who knit on street- 
cars and steam-cars, who spent one Sunday afternoon at 
their homes pulling lint, who gathered up boxes and bar- 
rels to send to the front, as well as those who afterward 
found their lint at the paper factory, these scenes are in- 
scribed, and will go down in tradition, as there have come 
to us stories of our great-grandmothers running the bul- 
lets in their homes and our grandmothers, little girls then, 
forming an express-company to convey them along the 
line, from their humble homes to the field of battle. Very 
tamely do the money contributions specified in our table, 
very tamely does the $30,000 subscription in our city 
for the benefit of soldiers and their families, very tamely 
do the reports of the Massachusetts Soldiers' Relief Asso- 
ciation, and very tamely does this our tribute of gi^atitude, 
tell to those who, fifty years hence, shall be looking for 
the spirit of the Christian women of this church in their 
deeds, how quick their hearts were to feel, their minds 
to devise, their feet to run, and their hands to do; and 
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how, amid this quickened and patient self-sacrifice, they 
poured out effectual prayers to God, whose eye at once 
looked with compassion on the separated families, united 
still in their endeavors for a common good. 



MINISTERIAL MEMBERS. 

Enoch Pond. The first ministerial member of the 
church, except the first pastor (who presented his letter 
from the church in Worcester but six months before), was 
Rev. Enoch Pond. He was then editing " The Spirit of 
the Pilgrims." Remaining here from 1829 to 1833, he 
was very closely associated with the enterprise, and was 
alike useful in their meetings for council, their meetings 
for prayer, in which his voice was always heard in the sing- 
ing, as well as the other " parts " of such meetings. Be- 
fore the days of " Pastoral Exchanges " (one of the institu- 
tions of Boston), he very frequently supplied the desk 
during the long vacancies of the pastorate, and the days 
of " smallness and feebleness '* of the church. He still 
lives in an honored old age, an octogenarian, at Bangor, 
Me. His wife is dead, but his daughter. Wealthy, the 
wife of Rev. Wooster Parker, of Belfast, Me., is living, 
rejoicing alike in a titled father at Bangor, and son. Dr. 
E. P. Parker, at Hartford, Ct. 

From the first pastoral member every pastor has brought 
his church letter with him to this church, and taken it 
with him from this church (save that Mr. Karr, recently 
gone from us, is still a member here), except Mr. Twin- 
ing ; a slight Congregational irregularity, accounted for, 
perhaps, from his long residence at New Haven, Ct. The 
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church has been without other ministerud members but 
fifteen out of the fifty years, and has had from one to five 
during the rest of the time. 

Key. Asa BuUard, united in 1857. 

" Ebenezer Newhall, '' 1864. 

" Christopher Cashing, D. D. " 1872. 

" Wm. A. Mandell, " 1873. 

" James M. Palmer, " 1877. 

These five, with the five who have gone from us, — Eev. 
Enoch Pond, D. D., Rev. Christopher Marsh, D. D., Rev. 
W. B. Tappan, Rev. Joseph Haven, and Rev. David Tilton, 
— have left a good record for co-operation and assist- 
ance in the past, and, with the exception of Father New- 
hall, waiting, amid the infirmities of age, for his departure, 
near at hand, the present ministerial members contribute 
to the peace and present prosperity of the church and so- 
ciety, the proverb to the contrary notwithstanding. 

MINISTERS FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP. 

In addition to the two from the original forty-six 
namely, Bancroft and Bisco, four from this Church have 
entered the gospel ministry. 

William W. Meriam, born in Princeton, Mass., in 1830, 
and professing religion by uniting with this church in 
1851, graduated at Harvard College in 1855, and An- 
dover Seminary in 1858. He was ordained by a council 
in this church in November, 1858, and in January, 1859, 
embarked from Boston as a missionarv of the American 
Board to labor in Bulgaria. In July, 1862, he was mur- 
dered by armed robbers on the road from Adrianople to 
Philippopolis as he was returning from the annual meet- 
ing of the missionaries. Mrs. W. W. Meriam (Susan 
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Dimond), having married in 1858, accompanied him to 
his field of labor. She was with him in his last fatal 
journey, as was their only daughter. Heroically endur- 
ing at the time the shock, her anxiety and distress on 
that occasion brought on her death, and she died three 
weeks after his murder, leaving the child, as she had been 
left, an orphan at a very tender age. They died members 
of this church, and, very appropriately, a sermon commem- 
orative of their death was preached in this house on the 
14th of the following September. 

Eev. Marshall M. Cutter, a member of the Sunday 
school from 1848 to 1868, began as a scholar, and was after- 
ward secretary, teacher, and organist in the school, and 
for several years organist in the church. He became a 
member of the church on profession of his faith in 1858. 
In September, 1868, he married Ellen P. Holman, who 
united with this church in 1866. A graduate of Harvard 
College, 1864, and Andover Seminary in 1868, he was or- 
dained pastor of the church in Ashland in December, 1868. 
Eev. Mr. Twining, pastor, and Eev. Asa BuUard, a member 
of this church, respectively preached the sermon and 
made the ordaining prayer. Much as he loved this 
church, and long as he had been intimately associated 
with it, he was loyal to the claims of the local church, and 
therefore with his wife took a letter and was transferred 
to the church in Ashland. In 1873 he was installed 
pastor at West Medford, where he still remains. 

Eev. E. p. Wilson removed from Maine to Cambridge- 
port in 1862, as a proof-reader at Eiverside Press. Float- 
ing about somewhat, he attended this church part of the 
time. Brought up in a Christian family, leading a life of 
prayer, distracted " by reading books opposed to the divinity 
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of our Lord," he at last submitted to the righteousness of 
God, and united with the church in 1866. In 1867 he 
entered Bangor Seminary. His college course was com- 
posed of five periods, and the names of these periods are 
all the names that college has, — country school, academy, 
printing-ofl&ce, reporting on daily newspaper, and reading 
proof. Graduating at Bangor, he was ordained pastor at 
Bridgton, Me., in 1871, Mr. Twining preaching the sermon. 
He married in 1872, and was settled pastor at Watertown, 
where he still remains, in July, 1872. At this date he 
transferred his connection from us to Watertown. 

George H. Bird, though not yet ordained a minister, 
has already entered the field, having spent the last sum- 
mer in Albany, Me., as an evangelist, where he accom- 
plished much good. Having graduated at Harvard in 
1876, he is now pursuing his theological studies at Yale, 
and is in his second year there. 



FINANCES OF THE CHURCH. 

From the very commencement this church has pui*- 
sued the "pay as you go" method in the conduct of its 
finance. From two of the original members I have re- 
ceived by letter these two very significant facts : " We 
never had a debt over three months old " ; " Fresh sub- 
scriptions were made every quarter as the pew rentals 
did not pay our expenses." Tradition (no written record 
can be found) is in evidence that the meeting-house 
was erected at a cost of $ 4,000, and that it was all paid 
for when it was dedicated ; that those who built the house 
taxed themselves ten per cent of their possessions, or, in 
ancient terms, gave a tithe of all they possessed in order 
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to provide for themselves a sanctuary. On the Treasurer's 
books we find no allusion to any effort to pay debts in- 
curred in building the church, but we find frequently such 
allusions with reference to small debts incurred for other 
purposes. And we find the yellow and rough and well- 
worn sheet of paper, in size of letter-paper, on which, in 
various handwriting, appear names and sums by which 
" they who are dead still live." One of these subscrip- 
tion papers, dated October 22, 1829, is here inserted. It 
begins "Whereas," and, enumerating the several claims 
due, then deducting pew-rents due (as if actually paid, 
showing the estimation of private indebtedness in those 
days), striking the balance $ 101.87, it proceeds : — 

" Now, we the subscribers agree .... for the purpose of 
meeting said deficiency, provided the whole sum is subscribed." 

Cambridge, October 22, 1829. 
Francis E. Faulkner... $10.00 
Augustus Richardson.... 5.00 

Mrs. Bisco 3.00 

M. B. Houghton 5.00 

Samuel Barrett 10.00 

Joanna Newcomb 5.00 

Martha Gardner 5.00 

Mr. Bowtell 1.50 

William Fisk 5.00 



Dexter Fairbank $ 5.00 

Mrs. Howard from sundry 

persons 8.37 

W. J. Hubbard 10.00 

Hannah Chaplin 15.00 

Dexter Fairbank 3.00 

Martha Gardner 3.00 

Hannah Chaplin 5.00 

Enoch Pond 3.00 



8101.87 



That is a model subscription-paper, for, 1st, it just 
meets the sum asked; 2d, it was every cent paid; and, 
3d, like the type given to Moses for the tabernacle,— 
it is the only one closely and uniformly followed in 
church financiering, — it " doubles up " towards the close. 
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Whether the church is large or small, some persons must 
give twice, or the thing is not done. The Treasurer's 
account is balanced every quarter, generally closing with 
an entry on the debtor side, " borrowed of Deacon Fisk," 
some small amount. The tables under the two follow- 
ing heads, expenditures and beneficence, exhibit the dis- 
bursements of the whole period so far as they are a matter 
of record. 

EXPENDITURES. 

In this history of fifty years there appears a very great 
difiTerence in the amounts disbursed. One is compelled 
to go to some other source than the records of either 
church or society to ascertain the amount raised for build- 
ing the two meeting-houses. The total amounts for the 
fifty years have been 

For preaching, including what has been paid for 

all supphes $84,448.08 

For playing the organ 7,847.47 

For singing 8,641.19 

For sundries, including all other expenses 28,786. 16 

$ 129,722.90 
Add cost of this church 24,584.01 

$ 154,306.91 

The pastors' salaries have run from $ 700 to $ 4,000 per 
annum. The organist has been paid from nothing to 
$ 536.81, per annum. For twenty-six years hired singers 
have been employed, at an expense ranging from S 20 to 
S 699.80 per annum. The following table affords an 
approximate exhibit of what has been paid pastors: — 
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Between Teun. i 

$400aud$500 1 

500and 600 1 

TOOand 800 3 

SOOand 900 2 

900and 1,000 2 

l,000and 1,100 5 

1,100 and 1,200 2 

1,200 and 1,300 5 

1,300 and 1,400 4 

l,500and 1,600 8 



Between 

1,700 and 
2,000 and 
2,300 and 
2,500 and 
3,000 and 
3,100 and 
3,900 and 
4,000 and 
4,100 and 



1,800 2 

2,100 4 

2,400 1 

2,600 2 



3,100. 
3,200. 
4,000. 
4,100. 
4,200. 



1 
4 
1 
1 
I 



BENEFICENCE. 

No system has been adopted. For many years the 
church raised money by pew-rentals, contributions on the 
plates, and subscriptions for general purposes and special 
objects. Moreover, the busy hands of the sisters have been 
engaged with the needle in assisting the needy at home 
and far away. In 1853, 1862, and 1876 committees were 
appointed to arrange a system of benevolent contributions. 
These actions, however, contemplated the adoption of cer- 
tain objects of benevolence, which the church would help, 
rather than any definite mode and measure of giving. 

The following collections have been taken up during 
the past twenty-five years : — 

Number. Amoont. 

American and Foreign Christian Union 10 $ 854.42 

American Bible Society 8 432.08 

Seamen's Friend Society 12 596.99 

Foreign Missions 25 15,129.91 

Home Missionary Society 20 4,380.17 

Colportage 2 300.00 

Educational Purposes 20 1,927.29 

City Missions and Steams Chapel 24 19,752.69 

Carried forward $ 43,373.55 
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Brought forward $43,373.55 

Congregationar Union 13 1,652.95 

Poor of the church and City 3 292.64 

Cambridge Dispensary 103 5,503.69 

Sunday school 14 847.39 

Southern Aid Society 1 50.00 

Mission to Jews 1 10.00 

Father Chiniquy Mission 1 101.37 

American Tract Society 4 333.71 

Congregational Publication Society 6 386. 44 

Italian Church 1 9.37 

To Colored Men to purchase Children 2 53.66 

Sanitary Commission 1 230.38 

Christian Commission 3 385.00 

Soldiers' Aid Society 3 412.51 

Freedman*s Aid 3 450.82 

Sufferers from War, Famine, and Fire 3 639. 5 1 

Churches in Distress 5 350.93 

Children's Aid Society, Van Meter 1 89.21 

Conferences and Councils 2 224.00 

Home Evangelization Society 1 25.69 

Grand Ligne Mission 1 53.10 

American Missionary Association 10 1,376.42 

Home for Little Wanderers 2 570.74 

Memorial Fund 1 356.50 

Aged and Indigent Ministers 1 78.60 

North End Mission ^ 1 33.63 

To Build Pilgrim Church 1 5,000.00 

From Sunday school — Main School in 10 years ... 2,568.47 

From Sunday school — Infant Class in 10 years... 512.00 

From Ladies' Missionary Society 2, 704.5 7 

From Ladies' Sewing Society 5,000.00 

From Society Annexed to Woman's Board in 6 years 1 ,002.00 

Total $74,678.85 
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COLLECTIONS AT COMMUNIONS. 

Because the people never see them distributed in con- 
nection with that service, the curious often inquire, What 
is done with funds collected at communion seasons ? The 
standing rules are silent on this point. January 14, 1852, 
we find : " The moneys collected at communion, after pay- 
ing the expenses of the rite, shall be distributed by the 
pastor and deacons amongst the poor of the church." 
July 1, 1859, " The moneys received at next communion 
shall be appropriated to the purchase of a communion ser- 
vice as a present to Amhei*st College." April 11, 1873, 
voted, " That the collection to be taken at the next com- 
munion be appropriated in aid of Eev. Mr. Wright." In 
this church these moneys seem to have constituted a fund 
to be applied as occasions call for them. 



PASTORATES. 

Dr. W. a. Stearns. — At no place in this discourse, 
as here, have I felt my personal unfitness to do justice 
to the subject immediately in hand. Never having met 
him save on a single occasion ; in my educational training 
entirely unassociated and unacquainted with the college 
over which he presided ; in my ministerial associations, 
as in my field of pastoral labor, equally a stranger to 
the pastors and the churches of this vicinity, for me to 
speak to you to-day the fitting words concerning your Dr. 
Stearns seems as much out of place as it would have 
been for a Japanese to have spoken to us fitting words 
about our George Washington, July 4, 1876. Calling to 
your recollection your heroic pastor, who was your leader 
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during the two campaigns wherein you defended your 
claim to existence, and endured the domestic trial, am I 
beside myself when I seem to see in him your General 
Washington and General Grant ? Professor Tyler says 
he was accustomed to call his life a book of three chap- 
ters : Chapter First, " Preparation,'* of twenty-six years ; 
Chapter Second, " Pastorate," twenty-three years ; and 
Chapter Third (he knew not the end), twenty-two years. 
The whole of his pastorate was here. Preaching here his 
first sermon while yet in the seminary, he accepted the 
unanimous call, and was installed December 14, 1831. 
Professor Tyler in his memorial sermon says : " The church 
was small, the society was feeble, the place an unattrac- 
tive suburb half-way between Boston and Cambridge, dis- 
owned and despised by both." His friends asked, " Why 
do you wish to settle in that mud-hole ?" Dr. Porter, at 
Andover, " wondered that he should be willing to bury his 
talents in an enterprise which some of its best friends 
regarded as already a failure." Dr. Codman told him 
" he was a fool to make the attempt." Dr. Beecher alone 
of his advisers encouraged him. They could offer him a 
Salary of only $ 700, with a commission on pew-rentals as 
they should increase. It was missionary ground. This 
was one reason why he came, — there was room to grow ; 
and another reason was, he and the people fell in love 
with each other at first sight. This mutual admiration and 
respect grew. The church edifice was enlarged twice, — 
first, by enclosing the vestibule and by building a tower in 
front, and, secondly, by enclosing the galleries, — and then 
growth called for this new house. All the buildings which 
this society has ever erected, even including Stearns Chapel, 
were erected during his pastorate. As a neighbor, he won 
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the hearts and commanded the respect of his opponents in 
theology, and by meekness overcame those who opposed 
themselves. His strong common-sense intrenched him 
in his citadel of conscious rectitude, and within this cita- 
del he kept the young church which he presided over. 
Erelong he opened the gates, and welcomed many who 
had been loud in their opposition, but afterward became 
his most active coworkers. Whether the yellow carpet 
(yellow seems to have been the favorite color in this town 
then ; we like green and white and scarlet better now, 
as our decorations proclaim), — whether the yellow carpet 
which the descendants of Nicodemus laid down on the 
path leading from Mrs. Chaplin's, on Austin, opposite 
Temple, Street, away down to the corner of Norfolk and 
Washington, was a token of their anxiety to protect his 
feet from " the mud," or a confessional gift because of their 
previous bitter words, is not recorded, but, without doubt, 
it was prompted by feelings in some sort religious, and 
was received by him in solemn silence, as it had been 
spread by them in solemn darkness. His pastorate was 
as eminent for its usefulness as for its length. He found 
the church weak ; he left it mighty. He found it socially 
ostracized ; when he left it had no social superior. He 
found it an experiment almost abandoned ; he left it 
unquestionably and emphatically a success. 

Compared with it, the one pastorate which preceded 
and the five which came after appear as diminutive in 
influence as they are brief in continuance. They average 
well among ordinary pastorates, both in duration and 
usefulness, and neither people nor pastors need blush 
that they have been permitted the acquaintance and co- 
operation of the other. The church holds their names in 
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fond rememhrance, and would gladly have welcomed 
them all to its Golden Anniversary to-day, had it been 
possible. Of the six ex-pastors, its first two have fallen 
asleep in Jesus ; one, Eev. W. S. Karr, D. D., is in Hart- 
ford, Ct. ; one, Eev. J. 0. Murray, D. D., in Princeton, 
K J. ; one, Eev. Kinsley Twining, is in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. Letters have been received from these three absent 
ones, and will be read this afternoon, which will exhibit 
their affection for the church. Eev. E. W. Gilman, D. D., 
is the only one whom we, church and pastor, are permitted 
to greet and welcome to-day, — the church as its former 
pastor, and I as my former tutor in Yale College. 



OFFICEES. 



PASTORS. 

During these fifty years the church has had but thirty- 
eight and a half years of pastoral service. Seven pastors 
have been installed. There have been no " acting " pastors, 
but during the interim the pulpit has been regularly 
supplied. The following table exhibits the pastorates 
and vacancies : — 

Vacancy, Sept. 20, 1827, to April 23, 1829, 

David Perry, April 23, 1829, to Oct. 13, 1830, 

Vacancy, Oct. 13, 1830, to Dec. 14, 1831, 

William A. Steams, Dec. 14 ,1831, to Dec. 14, 1854, 23 

Vacancy, Dec. 14, 1854, to Sept. 9, 1856, 

E. W. Gilman, Sept. 9, 1856, to Oct. 22, 1858, 

Vacancy, Oct. 22, 1858, to May 1, 1861, 

James 0. Murray, May 1, 1861, to Feb. 6, 1865, 

Vacancy, Feb. 6, 1865, to Sept. 12, 1867, 



Years. 
1 


Months* 

7 


1 


6 


1 


2 


23 




1 


9 


2 


1 


2 


7 


3 


9 


2 


7 
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Yean. Mouths. 

Kinsley Twining, Sept. 12, 1867, to April 24, 1872, 4 7 

Vacancy, April 24, 1872, to Jan. 15, 1873, 9 

W. S. Karr, Jan. 15, 1873, to Nov. 22, 1875, 2 8 

Vacancy, Nov. 22, 1875, to Sept. 14, 1876, 10 
J. S. Hoyt, Sept. 14, 1876. 

The first pastorate was the shortest one. The second 
was the longest. Besides this, not one has been five 
years, and but one four years in duration. The seven 
interims have been of full length, averaging one year and 
seven months each. The seven pastorates average five 
and a half years each. Without the long term of Dr. 
Stearns, the five completed pastorates average nearly three 
years each. Twenty-three years of solid pastorate de- 
termine the character of a church for a generation to come, 
and it was the great privilege of this church that such a 
man as the late W. A. Stearns, D. D., filled that office in it 
for so long a time. The other pastorates, though brief in 
duration, were fruitful to the increase and edification of the 
church, and the affection which existed during these 
several periods is evinced to-day by both the pastora and 
people in their frequent and pleasant allusions to each 
other. The intervals, covering nearly twelve years out of 
the fifty, suggest the proportion of pauses in cold prayer- 
meetings, as they occupy about one fourth of the time. 

DEACONS. 

Seven men were chosen by the mother-church at Jeru- 
salem to be deacons. As I have read of similar elections 
recorded in our minutes, I have wondered how many of 
those seven refused to accept, and I have thought of the 
persistent declaration of unfitness by Moses as these 
shrinkings have arrested my attention. Not long since, 
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in talking with a pastor over a church of nearly five 
hundred resident members, I inquired, "How many 
deacons have you?" He replied, "Two." "Why," I 
continued, " why don't you have more ? " ** They don't 
want any more," he said. Perhaps the cruel pens of a 
godless literature have brought reproach upon this sacred 
office, so that, men prefer to do its work while they 
are called " committee." We may be doing God service 
to rally around the office which, " used well, secures a 
good degree and great boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus." The church was without deacons, just as 
that at Jerusalem was, until it felt the need of them. 
When it was about five years old it wanted them, and in 
its blessed freedom it chose them. Two were then ap- 
pointed, namely, Samuel Barrett and William Fisk, Janu- 
ary 9, 1833. They both accepted the office at length, but 
with great reluctance, w^iich at last was overcome only 
by the persistent pressure of the brethren. Deacon 
Barrett resigned upon his removal to Boston, in October, 
1846, and William Adams was chosen in August, 1846. 
He resigned upon his removal to West Cambridge, in 
May, 1853. Thaddeus B. Bigelow was chosen, February, 
1851, and resigned upon his removal to California, De- 
cember, 1856. William Davis was chosen September, 
1854, and resigned upon his removal, March, 1868. Caleb 
H. Warner was chosen in September, 1854, and resigned in 
September, 1872. Sumner Albee was chosen in March, 
1858. Lucas B. Grover and Henry N. Tilton, in April, 
1868. Deacon Fisk died in 1864, thus holding the office 
thirty-one years; and, although one of the first two 
deacons, was therefore associated with the oldest of the 
living deacons, Albee, for six years. 
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TABULAR LIST OF DEACONS. 

Samuel Barrett, January 9, 1833, to October, 1846. 

William Fisk, January, 1833, to 1864. 

William Adams, July, 1846, to May, 1854. 

Thaddeus B. Bigelow, February, 1851, to December, 1856. 

William Davis, September, 1854, to March, 1868. 

Caleb H. Warner, September, 1854, to September, 1872. 

Sumner Albee, March, 1858. 

Lucas B. Grover, April, 1868. 

Henry N. Tilton, April, 1868. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

No church history is complete without a list of the 
members of this committee. Upon their wisdom, their 
piety, and their good common-sense the conduct of the 
organization very largely depends. While our polity 
theoretically makes much of the individual member and 
takes none of his privileges away from him, it is still the 
practice of most churches to raise a committee to take in 
special charge various matters. In this church this com- 
mittee is elected annually, and consists of nine, of whom 
the pastor, deacons, and clerk constitute a part. Their 
duty is to examine all applicants for admission to the 
church, to act as a committee of inquiry in cases of 
discipline, to decide what benevolent objects shall be 
presented for contributions, and to exercise a general 
supervision over the interests of the church. It may 
justly be said, that to the men on this committee is due, 
to a great extent, the uninterrupted prosperity of the 
organization ; and we, who are now entering upon the 
fruits of their labors, will look over their names : James 
P. Chaplin, Samuel Barrett, William J. Hubbard, Eev. D. 
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Perry, Enoch Pond (now Dr. Pond of Bangor), Rev. Wil- 
liam A. Stearns, F. E. Faulkner, William Farwell, Rev. 
William B. Tappan, Amory Houghton, William Fisk, A. 
C. Palmer, A. Sweet, A. E. Hildreth, William Davis, M. 

B. Houghton, A. G. Hammond, Rev. Joseph Haven, Wil- 
liam Adams, Aaron Ordway, Thaddeus B. Bigelow, Am- 
brose Chamberlain, James M. Cutter, C. H. Warner, H. 
M. Tapley, A. C. Smith, E. W. Davis, C. B. Grover, S. Al- 
bee. Rev. E. W. Gilman, S. Palmer, Rev. D. Tilton, E. M. 
Dunbar, Rev. J. 0. Murray, Rev. Ebenezer Newhall, Wil- 
liam H. Hidden, A. T. Frothingham, Rev. Kinsley Twin- 
ing, Aaron Kimball, T. G. Rice, L B. Grover, H. N. Tilton, 

C. C. Nichols, R. L Snow, George A. Richards, Rev. W. 
S. Karr, Rev. J. S. Hoyt, J. B. Taylor. 

CHURCH CLERKS. 

Of all the officers of the church, the clerks have been 
obtained with least difficulty. It may be said, it ought 
to be said, that the records are in an excellent state of 
preservation, and, in the main, are quite full. Still, one 
who wants to see the living church moving along over 
these pages could suggest many items which are not 
noted, and also that blank pages left to be written up at 
some future time, are of about as little worth to a historian 
as they are in evidence of points in day-books and ledgers 
at courts of law. It is true that if the handwriting be 
bad, the white page may please the eye better than the 
unseemly scrawl ; but beauty is not always appreciated.* 

* The item which may seem of but little importance at the momcDt, if 
not recorded, will, in the future, constitute an object of careful search, 
and even then cannot be found. For example, in the single matter of 
recording names of church members, there are upwards of two hundred 
instances in which the records are incomplete. 
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Without a preacher, a deacon, or a superintendent of Sun- 
day school, a clerk was appointed, April 20, 1827, or five 
months before the organization. The signature of S. Bar- 
rett occurs with great frequency and without interruption 
until May 3, 1844, or for a little over fourteen years. 
Then followed, — 

July 5, 1844, to January 8, 1845, A. C. Palmer, clerk pro tern. 
January 8, 1845, to April 17, 1846, William P. Fisk. 
April 17, 1846, to October 2, 1847, A. E. Hildreth. 
January 12, 1848, to January 4, 1856, E. W. Davis. 
January 9, 1856, to January 7, 1857, H. M. Tapley. 
January 9, 1857, to December 31, 1858, W. K Broughton. 
January 5, 1859, to December 30, 1859, Rodney J. Hardy. 
January 11, 1860, to January 2, 1863, B. R. TUton. 
January 7, 1863, to January 4, 1867, John Savage, Jr. 
January 10, 1867, to April 21, 1871, James A. Holmes. 
May 5, 1871, George A. Richards. 

TREASURERS. 

February 10, 1828, to January 12, 1842, Samuel Barrett. 
January 12, 1842, to January 10, 1844, D. 0. Dickinson. 
January 10, 1844, to January 12, 1853, Ambrose Chamber- 
lain. 
January 12, 1853, to January 9, 1856, John E. Morey. 
January 9, 1856, to January 10, 1867, Caleb H. Warner. 
January 10, 1867, to January 1, 1868, Eben M. Dunbar. 
January 1, 1868, to January 11, 1869, James A. Holmes. 
January 11, 1869, to January 14, 1874, Charles A. Fiske. 
January 14, 1874, B. R. Tilton. 

Reliable as such men were in the care of moneys, the 
church has exhibited its eminent wisdom in attaching to 
the office of Treasurer what is as essential to it as is bal- 
last to a ship, the office of Auditor ; and such names as 
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the following, elected annually, have been Auditors : W. 
J. Hubbard, D. Fairbank, William Fisk, John Dallinger, 
Jr., H. M. Chamberlain, Ambrose Chamberlain, A. H. Saf- 
ford, A. C. Palmer, C. S. Dudley, A. G. Hammond, A. E. 
Sweet, James C. Fisk, John E. Morey, C. H. Warner, W. 
P. Fisk, E. M. Dunbar, H. M. Tapley, C. B. Grover, A. 
T. Frothingham. 

TENUEE OF CHURCH PEOPEETY. 

January 16, 1840, a vote was taken authorizing the 
transfer of the church property from the hands of Messrs. 
Fairbank and Faulkner, in whom, with the late Dr. Chap- 
lin, it was originally vested as Trustees, to the hands of 
the Deacons of the church and their successors in office. 
The conveyance, above alluded to, was made by Eufus and 
William Fisk and their wives to the above-named parties 
in June, 1827, for the sum of S 800. The transfer was 
made in accordance with said vote. 

August 12, 1848, a committee was appointed to ascer- 
tain, from legal counsel, whether the old church site and 
building could be disposed of, so as to help in construc- 
tion of the proposed new one. That opinion was given 
by William J. Hubbard, Esq., and bears date March 8, 
1850. It decides that the property can be disposed of by 
a decree of court, and that the proceeds can be used in 
construction of a new church ; and that when these funds 
enter into the construction of the new meeting-house, 
said new house must be holden in trust, so that the ulti- 
mate and entire control thereof must be secured to the 
church in the same manner as provided in the conveyance 
to the Deacons, in perpetual trust. 
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THIS HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Was erected at a cost, including the organ, which cost 
$ 1,400, of $24,584.01, and dedicated June 30, 1852. The 
proceeds of the house on Norfolk Street, $4,290.80, are in 
it. It is held in trust by the Deacons of the church, who 
by this tenure are the authorized conveyers of deeds of 
pews to such as wish to purchase them upon conditions 
expressed in said deeds. The same officers of the church 
are in possession of a similar fee of the Steams Chapel 
property. There is a slight difference, however, in their 
trust. They hold Stearns Chapel subject to direction of 
the male members of this church. They hold this property 
in trust for the owners of pews in this meeting-house. 

Of the struggles and self-denials encountered in erect- 
ing the first house of worship we are almost entirely 
ignorant, but so far as any records show, it was entirely 
unencumbered when it was fii-st occupied. Tradition, 
however, tells us of some difference of opinion in select- 
ing its site. 

Entirely different is the case with the present house. 
The fiftieth anniversary of the dedication of the former is 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the dedication of this 
meeting-house. It is a singular coincidence that within 
the same house where the first movements were made 
contemplating the organization of the church and erection 
of its first meeting-house, just twenty-five years later, met 
those men who instituted measures to build this. Tliis 
house was not built hy the First Evangelical Congregational 
Society in Cambridgeport, but for them. Forty-six stock- 
holders in an association whose articles of copartnership 
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constitute the body of the subscription paper on which 
they had signed $15,200, selected the site, adopted the 
plan, appointed their chairman and secretary, treasurer, 
and various committees, organized their society under 
legal advice, adopted such a course as would insure both 
the avails of the old meeting-house and of a bequest left 
by the then late Charles Valentine in aid of their project ; 
in short, made all the arrangements, did all the work, col- 
lected all the money, paid all the bills, and when it was 
complete, transferred by legal conveyance the house 
finished and ready to occupy to the Deacons, to be held 
by them in trust precisely as the old house was. Of that 
organization James C. Fisk was secretary, and the first 
name in the list is that of his father, William Fisk, from 
whom the site of the old house was bought. Isaac Fay 
was chairman. 

The committee appointed to report favorable sites for 
the proposed house were William Fisk, Z. L. Kaymond, 
Newell Bent, T. B. Bigelow, C. F. Chaplin, A. Chamber- 
lain. The committee to determine size of the house, Jesse 
Fogg, Aaron Eice, Z. L. Eaymond, T. B. Bigelow, and 
Benjamin Tilton. Building Committee, William Fisk, 
Calvin Dimick, WiUiam Davis, T. B. Bigelow, Aaron 
Eice, G. T. Gale, Benjamin Tilton, Jesse Fogg, James C. 
Fisk, E. H. Brabrook, C. F. Chaplin, Isaac Fay„C. Daven- 
port, Newell Bent, C. H. Allen, Z. L. Eaymond. Treas- 
urer, Ambrose Chamberlain. Trustee, Isaac Fay. 

No less than five sites were under consideration, and 
upon the selection of this site $ 4,037.50 were paid for 
this lot of land, eighty-five feet on Prospect Street and 
running back therefrom one hundred and ninety feet. 
More trouble was encountered in determining the plan 
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of the house. On the 1st of August, 1851, the corner- 
stone was laid. On the 30th of June, 1852, the house 
was completed and dedicated. The cost was $24,58401. 

Received from old church and land $ 4,290.80 

Charles Valentine's estate 1,000.00 

Subscription and sale of pews 19,293.21 

$24,584.01 

This house contains one hundred and fifty-six pews, 
all finished and furnished alike. Lamps were then put 
into the house at a cost of $155.83, and the Treasurer 
passed to the stockholders in cash $261.82 of his receipts. 
^Vhen all was done steps were taken to place by legal 
transfer the whole thing in the hands of the Deacons in 
trust. After another quarter of a century we can find no 
better words to express our feelings than those of the 
Building Committee to the stockholders of the property 
when they had finished their work. "Your committee 
cannot but congratulate the stockholders and all inter- 
ested in this noble enterprise, in the completion of the 
house and the full payment of the debt ; they would also 
return thanks to that God who has carried us through 
amid all the darkness that has at times overshadowed 
us, and brought us out in so happy and prosperous con- 
dition. We would feel to say, ' God has been with us 
and blessed us, and to his name be all the praise.*" 

In organizing the society great caution was taken to 
have everything fixed so that no trouble should arise, 
and that the relations sustained by this new organization 
to the beloved pastor should be adjusted to the new order 
of things. Therefore " an invitation is given to the man 
who had been their pastor twenty-one years to become 
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the minister of the society at a salary of S 1,500 per year." 
The co-operation of church and society has been cheerful 
and successful for twenty-five years. The society is com- 
posed exclusively of pew-owners, and in none of its acts 
does any person not a pew-owner have a vote, or even a 
voice, whatever ofl&ce he may hold in the church, or how- 
ever long he may have hired a pew in the meeting-house, 
or however punctually paid the pew-rent, or however 
much money he may have paid for its repair, furniture, 
or enlargement. In addition to this restriction, in all 
matters of concurrent action by church and society only 
the votes of adult male members can be counted. Pew- 
ownership is the ranking estate in this organization. 



OFFICEES OF SOCIETY. 

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

The duties of this committee are set forth in the Consti- 
tution of the society. It is an ofl&ce as old as the church. 
For eighteen years it was chosen by tlie church. In 1845 
a vote prevailed making it to consist of the treasurer, two 
members of the church, and two members of the society 
(that is, of pew-owners). The names below indicate into 
whose hands the secular affairs of the church have been 
intrusted : Messrs. Fairbank, M. B. Houghton, Hubbard, 
H. M. Chamberlain, Denton, Charles Valentine, Alden, 
HUdreth, Bent, WiUiam Davis, Fay, Sargent, Eaymond, 
Haywaxd, G. G. Eyder, J. C. Fisk, E. W. Davis, Gale, 
Palmer, Dunbar, Frothingham, Fiske, Hidden, Patch, 
Stevens, A. Towne, Bliss, L. B. Grover, Harding, Burt, 
Alfcee. 
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TREASURERS. 

Until 1852 one treasurer was intrusted with all the 
funds of both Church and society; since that date the 
society has had its own officer, whose duties are defined 
in the Constitution. They have been Messrs. Glates^ B. 
R Tilton, Savage, and Fiske. 

CLERKS. 

Tliis office also is twenty-five years of age. On the 
faithfulness of its incumbents much depends as the future 
shall look upon us. Up to this time they have been 
Messrs. J. C. Fisk, Dunbar, Uflbrd, Savage, Hardy, Bice, 
and H. N. Tilton. 

SEXTONS. 

Not while men breathe the air, are sensitive t^ 
draughts, and discern between cold and heat, wi]l meet- 
ing-houses exist without sextons. Not while ministers 
are men, choirs are composed of human beings, and com- 
mittees are fallible, can the persons in these positions 
sustain the burdens and endure the criticism without the 
help of the sexton. Therefore, in the feeble beginning and 
in all stages of its growth, every person that goes to 
church has peculiar feelings, utters certain words, and at 
least threatens to do certain acts with reference to the 
sexton. He knows he cannot suit all, nor quite suit any- 
boily, and yet he tries to partially suit as many as he can. 
Neither the present nor the past generation will be satis- 
fied without a glance at the sextons to-day : — 

Messenger 1827-1829 ! J. G. Bicknell 1854-1855 

Ward 1829-1834 I J. C. AViWer 1855-1859 

Denton 1834-1839 | G. R. Turner 1859-1863 

Easterbrook 1839-1845 ! J. G. Bicknell 1863-1869 

R. Litchfield 1845-1854 J. C. Wilder 1869-lS77 
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A sexton all the time, and only nine of them. A pas- 
tor but thirty-eight years out of fifty, and seven of them. 
Sextons wear longer than pastors on an average, after all 
the criticisms upon the quality and quantity of the air 
and light and heat in the meeting-house. 

MUSIC. 

This society of pew-owners has the direction of this 
branch of worship. It appoints annually its Committee 
on Music. They are intrusted with one of the most 
troublesome as well as the most important of interests, 
and upon their fidelity and wisdom depend to a great 
extent not merely the pleasure -and profit of those who 
come to the house of God, and the attractiveness of ser- 
vice, but in an eminent degree the spiritual edification of 
worshippers. During these years the following gentlemen 
have been appointed on this committee : — 

Messrs. Dunbar, L. Valentine, Dimick, Aaron Eice, J. C. 
Fisk, Goodrich, Cutter, T. G. Eice, Smith, Uflford, Leland, 
Savage, C. B. Grover, Frothingham, John Appleton, L. B. 
Grover, Harding, Burt, A Towne, Harvey, B. E. Tilton, 
Nichols, and Bill 



A FEW INCIDENTS WHICH THE OLD PEOPLE 

NAEEATE. 

The mud through which the people were then obliged 
to walk is almost forgotten by those who now assemble 
for worship, but they who tell us what excellent meetings 
they used to have at Dr. Chaplin's, when they come to 
speak of the mud, confess their inability to do the subject 
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justice, and that they are as unable to find the adjec- 
tive they want now as they were then to find solid 
ground. 

T/ie New Pulpit. There was originally a good deal of 
pulpit set away up, but it occurred to Mr. Charles Valen- 
tine, that less of it nearer earth would be more agreeable. 
Accordingly the plan was devised, the contract made, 
the old one torn down, and the desk, used in our ves- 
try until (^uite recently, was put up during one week, and 
without the knowledge of any except Mr. V. and the 
builder. Dr. Stearns had tlie reputation of being cool 
and self-commanding, but it is told of him that, walking 
into his churcli that Sabbath morning, as he reached 
the steps, he looked somewhat as one imagines Peter 
looked when he " thought it had been a vision," and 
waited to be persuaded that he was really there in his 
own church. 

They tell of Benjamin Bigelow, the blind old man, 
who rode in his carriage regularly to the church. His 
servant led him to the door, whence he walked straight 
to his seat unassisted. After service, he returned to the 
door, where the sen^ant met him and conducted him to 
the carriage. 

They tell how John Young, who had lost both arms at 
one shot from the enemy in a naval engagement, sat near 
to liim, and all the children laughed and the grave people 
thought, as, after service, he rose, turned round, and by 
stooping, put his head into the hat, because he had no 
hands to put the hat on his head. 

They tell of Mr. Faulkner, short and stout, with tall 
and trim Mrs. Faulkner, and of Mr. Faulkner's prelude, 
while he was getting tlie tune ready to go, as he said, 
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" We will sing St. Ann's," and began and kept on till he 
came to the right " aw " faw-aw-aw-aw. 

They tell of Watchmen. Beechnuts and brimstone are 
but the barking of a dog that never bites, but things get 
to be more serious when the torch is applied. It was very 
near to a fiery trial, when watchmen employed by the 
church were stationed in Deacon Fisk's house to guard 
the property from incendiaries. 

They tell of Miss Penniman, the blind girl, who played 
the organ ; and Bruce's Postlude, " The Grand March of 
Evacuation, " alluded to in his address by the president 
of the day, though played but once, is yet fresh in the 
memories of many. 



EEVIVAL OF 1876 AND 1877. 

It was known in all the region that Mr. Moody was to 
labor in Boston during the season. He was expected 
January 1, 1877. There were various ways in which 
preparation was made by different churches to receive 
him and to take the advantage of the occasion. The 
peculiarities of the churches and of their pastors were 
manifest by their attitude in this effort. Nothing was 
more clear than the absolute loyalty of this church to the 
local church as to the body of which Christ is the Head 
and in which the Holy Ghost dwells. Quite remote from 
the Tabernacle as this field, geographically near, is, on 
account of means of access, but few of the people attended 
those meetings to any great extent. Yet more could have 
gone than did go. 

Previous, however, to his coming to Boston, a large ac- 
cession had been made by letters. Especially from the 
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abandoned enterprise at East Cambridge the brethren 
came into this church. The audiences steadily increased. 
The vestry filled to overflowing. Interest in preaching 
was apparent, and the Holy Ghost's presence and convict- 
ing grace was very manifest. The communion seasons 
were of marked interest and solemnity. The whole church 
seemed of one heart and one mind and one utterance in 
all the exercises at the conference meeting and in conver- 
sation. The themes presented were the presence and 
anxiety and faithfulness of Christ with and for and to 
the church in order that it might become and remain the 
saving power in the world. The loss of the soul was also 
made prominent. Its loss, the darkness into which Christ 
brought the light of rescue from this estate and not of 
improvement while in it. "Salvation, not cultivation, 
was the gospel cry." "Health and wealth for heaven, 
rather than health and wealth on earth, to be sought 
after." " Others come into the world for various objects, 
Christ came to save." " None other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be saved." These 
and kindred themes were presented. 

The Week of Prayer was observed, and an increase of 
interest was daily exhibited. The remarks and prayers 
and songs of praise became more spiritual, and anxiety to 
engage in the work of leading souls to Christ was apparent 
among all. Many who had been silent at meetings, moved 
by the Holy Ghost, and with none of the pressure by the 
pastor as is often seen in such circumstances, became fre- 
quent witnesses of what Christ was to them. The hour 
was found too short for the meeting; and, the pastor's 
theory and determination to the contrary notwithstanding, 
often an extra half-hour passed, finding the formal meeting 
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still continuing, to be followed by familiar converse on the 
subject in groups about the room, or as they went to their 
homes. Beneath the increasing interest alienations van- 
ished, and complete reconciliations were effected. We 
soon outgrew the vestry, and for weeks the Sunday and 
Friday evening gatherings would have tilled it twice. 
They were held in the audience-room, and even the 
presence of so much unoccupied space and the extent of 
the audience did not cool the ardor or slacken the utter- 
ance of the brethren; and often did the pastor stand 
through the meeting to beckon silence to one who rose to 
speak in one part of the house until another, in another 
part of the house, had concluded. 

No inquiry-meetings were instituted. From time to 
time expressions were taken at the close of the meetings 
for prayer, and then the pastor earnestly invited such to 
call at his house at certain hours, and he called at their 
homes so far as he could. The work went on very quietly, 
and entirely free from excitement. We had no outside 
help whatever, except what was incidental to the general 
interest in salvation that pervaded all this region. The 
church was revived and increased. " So mightily grew the 
Word of God and prevailed." In full sympathy with the 
work at the Tabernacle, neither pastor nor people found 
time often to attend service there, although that work 
was habitually mentioned in our prayers. 

The harvest was glorious. During the year seventy- 
two united by letter and ninety-five on profession of their 
faith, the largest accession being at the May communion, 
when twelve united by letter and sixty-four on profession 
of faith. Ten entire families came into the church. From 
one family, six ; from each of four families, four ; from 
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each of nine families, three ; and from each of ten families, 
two. The united head of thirteen families, four children 
from nine to twelve years of age, and twelve between 
twelve and fifteen years of age, have united during the 
season. In eighteen instances those uniting completed 
the family circle in the church : the only child of the 
pastor, one child of one deacon, two childreij of another, 
and three of the other deacon, so that these three entire 
families are in the church. Eight parents came each 
with a child, and seven husbands, whose wives have been 
praying for them. The churcli now numbers five hundred 
and sixty, of whom four hundred and forty are resident 
members. It has received, during the last year, nearly 
four times the number of the original church ; and is, to- 
day, nearly ten times as large as it was when it organized 
and entered upon its work. 



CONCLUSION. 

It remains now to cast our eyes back to the grain 
which was sown, the bare grain, fifty years ago at this 
autumnal equinox. We have traced only the visible 
growth. The other record has been kept in the " books 
which no man in heaven, nor on earth, neither under the 
earth, is able to open, neither to look thereon." We may 
weep to-day with John of Patmos that we cannot re- 
count the spiritual conquests and triumphs of the hun- 
dreds gone before, and still with us ; but we must wait 
until the Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world, 
opening the seals, shall say, " Come and see." We are 
looking upon the field to-day, all glorious in its growing 
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grain ; a few heads that have ripened we have rubbed 
between the palms of Memory's hands, and we find them 
well filled within as well as golden without. But the 
grain is growing yet. " The harvest is not yet past ; the 
summer is not yet ended." Did they sow fifty years ago 
what we see to-day ? Whence came the increase ? We 
have traced the footsteps of Pauls as they have planted, 
and of Apollos, as he has watered, but who gave the in- 
crease ? Of what sort is the increase ? Amid the rejoi- 
cings of these centennial years, the nation, States, cities, 
towns, are communing with their careers, and rejoicing 
in the harvests of a hundred years. To the eye of sense 
this anniversary occasion may appear insignificant, but 
how glorious all appears in this kingdom of God, where, 
in the light of the Sun of Eighteousness, are seen the 
countless trophies of his Almighty grace. 

As to-day the sun crosses the invisible line only to 
keep on in his ceaseless course of illumination, as to-day 
we cross the invisible line which divides in two the 
century, to pass on into time untrodden, let us remember 
that here below all growth and all promise are to encourage 
for new sowing. Our measure of seed is larger, our fa- 
cilities for sowing are better, and our field is the world 
lying in darkness. Thankful to-day for the sowing of 
fifty years ago, let us, by sowing bare grain in the midst 
of our gratitude, mingle through hope in the thanksgiving 
of fifty years hence, when they who fill our places, then de- 
serted by us, shall observe the one-hundredth anniversary. 

" The little one has become a thousand." Fifty years 
ago this church began to worship in an unpretending 
meeting-house, in a then despised village. Then not one 
had crossed the river. To-day more than two hundred 
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are on the other shore. More than four hundred have 
removed from our communion to other fields. In one 
hundred and twenty-nine churches in the world have 
these our members found their immediate fellowship. In 
twenty-two States of the Union our brethren have found 
new church homes; while Scotland and England, as well 
as Canada and New Brunswick and Turkey and China, 
have received of ours. In this " station midway between 
Boston and Cambridge," now owned and honored by 
both, are three meeting-houses. In them statedly worship 
of Christ's professed followers nearly a thousand, while 
great multitudes are halting at the door, waiting for a 
cordial welcome from those within. Of our members 
five have entered the gospel ministry, — Bancroft, Bisco, 
Meriam, Cutter, Wilson. Of our funds, $153,824.27 
have been paid for home expenses; $69,417.84 have 
been donated in Christian charities. Including Pilgrim 
and Stearns Chapels and this church, upwards of two 
thousand persons have here professed Christ, and many 
have been his witnesses at the hour of their departure. 
In the three Sunday schools, the lineal descendants of 
those who were thrust out, are now enrolled about thirteen 
hundred names. In every department of Christian work 
the mother-church and her two children are engaged, 
and these church members touch every point on the social 
sphere. 

Greater than the blessing of Jacob is the blessing upon 
the church of 1827. " He crossed over with his staff and 
became two bands." But from that feeble beginning, 
beneath the frownings of foes and desertion of friends, 
in an offensive and socially ostracized locality, from that 
weaklv babe, literally cradled amidst inns and stables. 
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has come these three churches. This beautiful city, can- 
opied beneath the graceful boughs and abundant foliage 
of the forest-trees which line its avenues, garnished with 
its manifold flower-gardens, rich in its fruit-yards, well 
watered, well lighted, with streets always in good con- 
dition, and paved sidewalks, supplied with excellent 
schools in every grade, and abounding in the homes of an 
industrious, enterprising, and contented population, — this 
beautiful city of to-day furnishes no stronger contrast 
with the Cambridgeport of 1827 than does our Zion in it 
to-day with our Zion in it when our fathers and mothers 
in the faith began to build. How much the city owes to 
that effort and what has succeeded to it, we leave a ques- 
tion for each to answer for himself. What greater loss 
could the city sustain than to have these three churches, 
with their membership, their property, and their position 
in the social, educational, commercial, and political world, 
transported beyond its limits. The little stone cut out of 
the mountain without hands grows still. Hitherto it has 
come by a path of which it knew nothing, and it has come 
to an honor of which it had not conceived ; but it has 
come to this Gilgal through a long wandering. 

For ten years longer than the Arabian pilgiimage it 
has been marching. It has grown while on the march. 
We have been looking on the burdens and the labors and 
the warfares and the difficulties through which they who 
have borne the tabernacle and its enclosed ark have 
come. To-day the reproach is rolled off, and we are here 
for conquest in the name of Jesus, our great Leader. "But 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds ; casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it- 
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self against the knowledge of God, and bringing into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." 

Fifty years ago not many of us were here ; fifty years 
hence not many of us will be here. Midway between the 
beginning and the close of the first century of this 
church's existence, we stand, while Memory and Hope 
combine to inspire us with renewed devotion and full 
consecration to the labor of love in proclaiming Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour of men from the terrible undoing 
of their own sins. We stand here to call those who 
were here fifty years ago out of the halls of the unseen, 
that we may garland their names with the fingers of our 
gratitude and esteem. In another temple their names 
are all written, and set in the light of the Eedeemer's coun- 
tenance. And while we thus stand saluted on the one 
cheek with the kiss of Memory and on the other cheek 
with the kiss of Hope, amid these stars whose light grows 
brighter with the light of that life that never dies, our 
souls drink in the glory of our faith. Our jojrful an- 
niversaries not merely chronicle the past, but herald 
the future. At the Lord's Supper we remember his 
death and behold his glorious return. The loves by 
which we clasp to our glad hearts these brothers gone 
before us, as we recount their deeds in Christ, are the 
same loves whose silken threads shall bind us to all the 
ransomed when they themselves, and not merely their 
names, sliall be brought into our real presence, in the 
house not made with hands, nor adorned by fingers that 
grow weary, but made of God, and illumined with his 
glory, in which, all-resplendent, the beauty of every hue 
and the elegance of every form and the sweetness of every 
sound shall abide forever and forever. 
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EXERCISES AT THE HALL. 



AFTERNOON AND EVENINQ. 



At the coDclusion of the religions exercises in the 
church three Imndred and twenty persona repaired to 
Union Hall, where an excellent dinner, set by Mr. J. B. 
Smith, and embracing the usual delicacies of the aeaaon, 
awaited them. Seven tables were spread down the length 
of the hall, with one at the head running crosswise, which 
was occupied by the president, pastor, and invited guests. 
The front of the galleries was draped with light blue 
cloth, covered with white lace, and at regular spaces 
shields were placed bearing the names of former pastors, 
namely, Stearus, Perry, Karr, Twining, Murray, and Gil- 
man, the fii-st two in black color ; also handsomely painted 
shields bearing emblems such as the cross and anchor, 
the dove of peace, autumn fruits, flowers ; and directly in 
front of the President's chair a group consisting of the 
seal of Cambridge, surrounded by a "glory" of flags, 
and underneath it the inscription " Semi-Centennial First 
Evangelical Church," Cambridgeport, with the dates 
1827-1877, and a portrait of Dr. Hoyt. Baskets of 
flowers hung from the gallery gas-jets, while around the 
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front of the platform flowering shrubs of many hues dis- 
pensed their grateful fragrance, and the front of the organ 
was handsomely decorated with flowers, and with the mot- 
toes Faith, Hope, Charity. Hon. John Sargent presided.* 
Rev. Dr. Blagden invoked the blessing. In a few happy 
words the president invited all present to give attention 
to the weighty matters now to be brought under discus- 
sion ; and, if industry indicates attention, his invitation 
was most cordially accepted. After dinner, while seated 
round the tables, about two hours were devoted to " the 
feast of reason and flow of souL" A fine double quartette 
of male voices opened these exercises by singing, to the 
delight of all, " Absence." Mr. Sargent then spoke : — 

Ladies and Gentlemen, — In opening the intellectual branch 
of our celebration I am admonished by the state of my health, 
as well as by the array of eloquent gentlemen both upon my 
right hand and upon my left, each one of whom is desirous 
of addressing you, and each one of whom you are anxious to 
hear, that whatever remarks I may feel called upon to make 
should be very brief. 

Those of you who enjoyed the pleasure of listening to Dr. 
Hoyt in his very exhaustive review of the formation and sub- 
sequent history of this church must be aware that there are 
but few events, either interesting or important, left to be 
gathered up by the gleaner who shall dare presume to follow 
in the footsteps of such a reaper. There may, however, be 
sonae less important incidents which it will not be improper 
for me to gather up and present to you upon the present 
occasion. 

* Mr. Sargent, aged seventy-nine, was seated between Dr. Beecher, aged 
seventy-four years, on his right, and Dr. Blagden, also aged seventy-four, 
on his left hand. 
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As I was not a citizen of Cambridge at the time of the for- 
mation of this church, whatever 1 may have to say touching 
its earlier history will not be based upon personal knowledge 
of the events referred to, but will be gathered from the un- 
written history of the times. 

Prior to the establishment of this church and society, there 
were but three houses of public worship in that part of Cam- 
bridge known as Cambridgeport, — the one occupied by the 
Baptist church and society; the second, the house at the 
junction of Front and Main Street, occupied by the Univer- 
salists, and intended more particularly for the accommodation 
of those of that religious faith ; and the Old Brick Meeting- 
house (so called), situated on Columbia Street between Har- 
vard Street and Broadway, which, though occupied by a 
Unitarian church, seemed in its liberality to be devoted to 
the accommodation of "the rest of mankind." 

It was from persons who were then, or had previously been, 
connected with this last society, that many of the original 
members of this church and society were drawn. At the 
time of the formation of this church great prejudice existed 
with a portion of the community in this vicinity against every- 
thing orthodox. This prejudice exhibited itself in various 
ways. At that time Park Street Church comer was called, 
in derision of orthodoxy, " brimstone comer," and it is related 
that the boys used to go up to the front door with small bits 
of wood in their hands and insert them in the keyhole for the 
purpose, as they alleged, of having the brimstone applied so 
that they could use them for matches. 

The circumstance of sprinkling the floor with brimstone at 
the raising of the church on Norfolk Street, as related to you 
by Dr. Hoyt this morning, shows us that the same prejudice 
existed here ; and tradition tells us that its exhibition did not 
end with that morning's transaction, but was repeated again 
on theTmorning of the dedication of the house, and it was no 
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unusual thing to find the same spirit exhibited by sprinkling 
the walk and front steps with the same material on a Sab- 
bath morning. 

Why the practice was ever abandoned, whether it was for 
want of stock, or because it had ceased to amuse, or whether 
it was because those engaged in it had ascertained that there 
was no law, either human or divine, that required them thus 
to send forward their fuel in advance, I am unable to say. 

When I came to Cambridge in 1836, I found this society, 
though small, a very harmonious, active society, and I do not 
recollect but one single occurrence which tended in the least 
to mar the harmony which at that time existed. About 
this time an Antislavery society was formed in this vicinity, 
and connected with that organization were several very in- 
fluential members who were also members of this church or 
society. 

Those persons, honest, conscientious, and zealous in what- 
ever they undertook, claimed that opposition to human slavery 
was not only a political duty, but that it was one of the high- 
est Christian duties, and therefore they claimed the right to 
have the notices of their meetings given from the pulpit. 
This Dr. Steams declined to do, in which he was sustained 
by a large majority of the society. Failing in this respect, at 
the close of the benediction on a subsequent Sabbath a mem- 
ber of that society rose in his place and gave the notice from 
his pew. This act gave great dissatisfaction, and was the 
subject of much comment through the w^eek following. On 
the following Sabbath, at the close of the service, a similar 
attempt was made, but before a word could be uttered there 
was poured down from the organ such an avalanche of un- 
earthly, deafening, discordant sounds as had seldom assailed 
human ears. It seemed as if the organist had mounted the 
keyboard booted and spurred, and was attempting to tread 
out some wild plantation breakdown with his double-soled 
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boots. The congregation stood spellbound with amazement^ 
and the gentleman who had risen to give the notice, and who 
had never been known to quail before, being perfectly con- 
founded, ''stood like patience on a monument smiling at 
grief," " and as the lamb led to the slaughter, or as the sheep 
before its shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth." 
The organist continued to pour forth his deafening and dis- 
cordant sounds, until the door closed behind the last retiring 
member of the congregation, leaving him " alone in his glory." 
The attempt to give the notice was never renewed, and thus 
ended harmlessly an event which, at the outset, threatened to 
mar the harmony if not to check the progress and usefulness 
of the society. 

From this period forward the society continued steadily to 
increase until about 1851, when it was found that* their house 
was wholly inadequate to furnish the accommodation required, 
and the question of the future growth and usefulness of the 
society became one of serious importance. 

" To be or not to be " was not the question, but to grow or 
not to grow, to expand or not to expand, these were the ques- 
tions ; whether it was better to rise up like full-grown living 
men, men worthy of the blessings they enjoyed, and meet the 
necessity of the case, or to sit down content with their ineflBi- 
cient, overflowing house, which operated like a modem tie- 
back to prevent the expansion and growth of the society. 
Promptly and wisely, I think, they decided to make the effort 
to furnish the required accommodation, and, what is most 
singular, and which, if it should be repeated to-day, would be 
deemed almost, if not altogether, a miracle, they bought their 
land, they erected their house, finished it, furnished it, and 
paid for it,* before they proceeded to occupy it. 

I have thus passed hastily over some twenty-five years of 
the history of this church and society, tracing it from the 
cradle up to full-grown vigorous manhood, and I now take 
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leave of the subject, that you may have the pleasure of listen 
ing to the many eloquent gentlemen present, who are expected 
to take part in these exercises. 

Music, ^^What beams so hrigW^ 

Dr. Beecher was the next speaker. His face flushed 
the wrinkles of age into thfe smoothness of youth, and 
his white locks appeared in their old-time color, and the 
vigor of former days shook his whole frame, as, sometimes 
on his tiptoes and sometimes on his heels, he rocked back- 
ward and forward, leaving the lateral motion to his arms, 
pliant as osier twigs, while, waxing eloquent, he recounted 
the conflicts which appeared to-day in such unpropbesied 
achievements. His opening sentences symbolized his line 
of thought, "I am the only clergyman living who was 
present at the organization of this church. I was then 
the youngest clergyman present." He testified to the 
accuracy of Dr. Hoyt*s statements, and proceeded to 
say : — 

Christian Friends, — This occasion is not one of merely 
local interest. It commemorates one battle out of many in a 
great campaign in which the common interests of Christianity 
were involved. In our late war for liberty and national union, 
since common principles were involved, every battle had a gen- 
eral and common interest, whether fought in Missouri or at 
New Orleans or on the Potomac. So this battle has a com- 
mon and profound interest to all who desire the universal 
triumph of Christianity. 

A system was in great power, assailing the faith of our 
fathers, denying the divinity of Christ, the radical and pro- 
found depravity of man, and the need of regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit. This had been refuted by argument, and the 
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great work of the hour was to give ascendency to the true 
system by widespread and thorough revivals. In this work 
Dr. Lyman Beecher was a prominent agent, and this church 
was the result of a revival in Boston and in this place under 
his ministry. In intimate connection with this great and 
wide-spread revival was a divine inspiration and fervor in the 
cause of foreign missions and the conversion of the world. 
Christians had a new and lofty conception of the great work 
of evangelizing all nations to which they were called by the 
Spirit of God. 

They saw clearly, moreover, and felt deeply that the whole 
of this great work was based on the radical regeneration of 
the human heart by the truth and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The issue of the great conflict, therefore, was whether 
Christianity should die out as a regenerating power, or be 
invested with new and victorious energy ; whether the church 
should obey the command to go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature ; whether the great Foreign 
Missionary enterprise, and others of a like kind, should be 
triumphantly prosecuted, and the whole world converted to 
God. 

The aristocracy of that time in wealth, influence, and educa- 
tional control, principally Unitarian in sentiment, were in 
diametrical opposition to the spirit of the revival. They re- 
pudiated the true doctrine of regeneration, and held low views 
of the inspiration of the Scriptures. Thus the great battle 
was organized and fought. The invisible leader of the oppos- 
ing host aimed at an end well known to himself, the complete 
paralysis of Christianity, but those who were led by him were 
lured on by delusive ideas of liberty and progress. 

There was great and intense feeling as to the religious 
position and influence of Harvard College, and this gave 
peculiar interest to the revival in Cambridge and Cambridge- 
port. In the labors there all the pastors of Boston sympa- 



150 EXERCISES AT THE HALL. 

thized. Dr. Wisner was at the Old South, Dr Jenks at 
Green Street Church, Dr. S. Green at Essex Church, Dr. 
J. Edwards at Salem Church, Dr. Skinner at Pine Street, 
my father at Hanover Street, and I at Park Street. We or- 
ganized a system of lectures, my father taking Cambridge- 
port as his field, and I delivering weekly lectures at Old 
Cambridge. Soon this church was organized as the result 
of my father's labors. Well do I remember its organization 
in Dr. Chaplin's house. But I look in vain for any of the 
brethren in the ministry who were present on that day. 
They have all gone to their reward. 

My labors at Cambridge were continued for about a year. 
Excluded from the church, which the parish claimed, we found 
refuge in the Town Hall. No period of my life has been so 
full of intense interest as my labors with my father in this 
common field. We took daily counsel together, and when 
this church was organized, I fully shared his joy, and have 
rejoiced in its progress to this day, so auspicious and so full of 
hope for the future. 

While listening to the profoundly interesting and accurate 
discourse of the pastor of this church, I had a new sense of 
the greatness of the work which God has here wrought and 
new gratitude to him for it. Whilst hearing the utterances 
of my father which were quoted, it seemed to me as if he 
were once more present, and in spirit I do not doubt that he 
was a sharer of our joy. 

But the conflict is not over. God has prepared this church 
for new conflicts, and calls it to new victories. Put on 
therefore the whole armor of God. The times are full of 
great destinies. May God grant that your next semi-centen- 
nial may eclipse in religious progress that which is now 

closed. 

Music, ^^ Miller's Song'* 



EXERCISES AT THE HALL. 151 

Eev. Mr. Bisco uext spoke. He was the only one of 
the original male members present, although his two sis- 
ters, Mrs. Ball and Mrs. Severance, who united with the 
church fifty years ago, were at the table next him. A 
stranger to most of those present, his remarks seemed to 
thrill all as he said : — 

I was the youngest of the original male members of this 
church, and supposed myself the only surviving one, until I 
learned, after I came here this morning, that Mr. Fairbauk is 
still living. Rev. Mr. Bancroft and myself were then boys, 
and experienced religion at about the same time. We used to 
walk into Boston together, to attend on Dr. Lyman Beecher's 
preaching. Our public means of communication with the city 
in those days was by Morse's old coach, which used to make a 
trip to Boston in the morning, coming out at noon ; going in 
again after dinner, and returning at night, — only two trips 
each way daily ; and not running on the Sabbath. And now, 
how different ! Here, by the way, let me give you a little in- 
cident of Dr. Beecher and this semi-daily coach. One evening, 
as the doctor was coming out in it to preach, there chanced to 
be two young ladies (sisters) also in the coach. One of them 
had been away visiting in Canada, and was just returning 
home. She asked of the other, " What 's the news 1 " " 0," 
said the sister, " Old Lyman Beecher of Boston is preaching 
out here every week." Among other inquiries about the 
preacher, was one as to how he looked, to which the reply 
was, "His hair stands up on his head so that he looks just 
like a porcupine." Soon after, as the driver was helping them 
out of the coach at their own door, he said to the doctor, 
" Shall I leave you at Dr. Chaplin's as usual. Dr. Beecher 1 " 
" Yes," said the doctor. As the young ladies found who they 
had for a fellow-passenger, you may imagine their feelings ; I 
will not attempt to describe them. 
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When Dr. Beecber arrived at Dr. Chaplin's he went to the 
mirror and ran his hands up through his hair, and remarked, 
" Well, I don't know but 1 do look something like a porcupine 
after all," and then told the story, for it was too good to keep 
to himself. 

Another little incident may not be untimely, showing how 
wisely and carefully Dr. Chaplin nursed the growing and deep- 
ening religious interest which resulted in the organization of 
this church, and what a ready and skilful coadjutor he had in 
Dr. Beecber. The arrival of Dr. Beecber by the coach each 
Thursday eve at Dr. Chaplin's left only about time enough for 
the supper before the hour at which the large audience would 
assemble at the Baptist Meeting-house for the weekly lecture. 
Seated at the tea-table, the inquiry of Dr. Beecber would be, 
" Well, Dr. Chaplin, what had I better preach upon to-night 1 " 
Dr. Chaplin had a large practice as a physician, that took him 
to the homes of all classes. During each week he had most 
favorable opportunities, which he improved, of learning di- 
rectly and indirectly the state of the public pulse ; the im- 
pressions that were being made upon the minds of the 
thoughtful, the difficulties that beset those who were anxious 
inquirer^ and the criticisms, cavils, and objections of those 
unfriendly to evangelical religion, — all this, with his intelli- 
gent and discriminating mind, and his hearty interest in the 
work, enabled him to prescribe for the spiritual needs of the 
people better than any stranger could. His reply would be, 
*' Well, I think such a subject," naming it, " treated in such 
and such ways, is what is most needed to-night, and such a 
passage will be as good a text as any I have thought of." 
" Very well," says Dr. Beecber, and. the conversation at the 
table would go on. I well remember seeing Dr. Beecber dur- 
ing the first singings, with pencil and paper, noting down the 
heads of his forthcoming powerful discourses, that were to 
knock away the false foundations upon which some were build- 
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ing, arouse others from their carelessness, guide inquiring 
minds, and quicken and strengthen those who were Christians 
in doctrinal knowledge and piety. 

The weekly prayer-meetings in Dr. Chaplin's parlor were 
precious and very profitable seasons. With Dr. Chaplin usu- 
ally to lead, and Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Barrett, both liberally 
educated men, as coadjutors, the latter having spent one year 
at the Theological Seminary at Andover, the expositions of 
Scripture and the practical remarks made were of that high 
intellectual, as well as warm devotional character, that greatly 
promoted growth in knowledge as well as growth in grace. 
These were the first prayer-meetings I ever attended, and the 
first, I think, ever held in the " Port," except those in the 
Baptist Church, which could have been organized but a few 
years before, as-I well remember the erection of their first 
house of worship. 

I fitted for Harvard College here, with the intention of pur- 
suing the regular collegiate course in that institution, and 
could have boarded at home ; yet the rules of the College were 
so rigorous then, that I could not be allowed to go to my own 
church, but must be compelled to attend the College Chapel 
on the Sabbath, and sit for four years under Unitarian preach- 
ing. A fi'iendly council was called, with Dr. Beech er and Dr. 
Chaplin as members, as to my case, and it was decided that if 
I went to Harvard, I would be in danger of being injured in 
my religious interests, and they advised Amherst College, and 
to Amherst I went. It was said at the time, I know not how 
truly, that I was the first one who in two hundred years had 
left Cambridge to obtain elsewhere a liberal educjition. How 
changed are the rules now at Harvard in this respect, for any 
student may go to any church he may elect, — an indication of 
progi'ess since fifty years ago. 

I very well remember the examination of candidates for the 
organization of this church, which was held at my mother's 
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house, and conducted by Dr. Beecher, and thecommittee of 
the Hanover Street Church, Boston. But I must not occupy 
more of your time with the reminiscences of one who was then 
but a boy. I close by saying that whoever first proposed this 
celebration suggested a very good idea. 

Music, " In May-time.'* 

Dr. Blagden was the next speaker. 

Referring to the great good done by the efforts of this 
church, through the agency of the late Dr. Beecher, in union 
with Dr. Chaplin and those associated with him. Dr. Blagden 
said that, in looking back on those times, we should make 
some allowance for the misapprehension of what are called 
" Orthodox " doctrines on the part of many ef our Unitarian 
friends. And if we did so we should find that, as in the case 
of most family quarrels, some degree of error might be at- 
tributed to each party. 

Dr. Beecher, he said, often alluded to this in speaking of what 
he called " a dead Orthodoxy," in which, while the great truths 
of the gospel were affirmed and enforced, they were so stated 
as to include much matter that occasioned needless repellancy, 
and might seem to imply absurdity. Even now some persons, 
when they speak of "Orthodox" doctrines, exaggerate the 
points of what are called Calvinism, and do not regard the fact 
that, while the great truths of the Calvinistic system are still 
held and proclaimed, they are stated with more care, and cer- 
tain difficulties in their statement are avoided, and mistakes 
corrected. In reference to one of these Dr. Beecher used 
sometimes to say that "the doctrine of election had been 
dressed up in bearskins, and all the dogs iu Christendom let 
out on it." 

Mr. Blagden further said that to him one of the most en- 
couraging signs of our times is, that while the great truths or 
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doctrines of the gospel are affirmed, and men are exhorted to 
receive, and study, explain and defend, them in their proper 
applications to the varying circumstances in life, the esaeivtiaU 
of true religion are reduced to their simplest elements, and 
men are taught that they may feel the exceeding evil of sin, 
and confess and reform from it as they look unto Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, who taketh it away, and may, in thus doing 
the will of God, be prepared to " know of the doctrine." 

Music, ^^ Il<mg for thee'* 

Dr. Gilman, who succeeded Rev. Dr. Stearns, was next 
introduced. 

He said he could add but little to what had been so well 
said by preceding speakers. Salem Street and Pine Street 
(now the Berkeley Street) churches, in Boston, were organized 
about the same time as this, and out of the same spirit other 
battles in the great campaign of fifty years ago, as Dr. Beecher 
has said. It would be of interest to see a denominational map 
of this vicinity, of the churches which came into being about 
the time w^are now celebrating. One was at East Cambridge, 
the Austin Street Church here. North Avenue, and the West 
Cambridge Church. We are within a mile of the church 
which the godly Shepard founded two hundred years ago, and 
it was here that Eliot's Indian Bible was printed. The Sab- 
bath school was alluded to. I was impressed with it when I 
came here. When you have teachers who spend several even- 
ings each week in preparation for their lessons, you may 
well be assured that a Sunday school will be successful. In 
regard to sister churches of other denominations in town we 
may say that this church has always been in agreeable rela- 
tions with the Methodist, Episcopal, the Baptist, and Rev. Dr. 
Mason's, in particular. As to Foreign Missions, too, Prospect 
Street Church has exerted a decided influence. Among the 
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missionaries sent out to Bulgaria were Mr. and Mrs. Meriam, 
the latter formerly Miss Susan Dimond, a very excellent 
teacher in one of our public schools, both now deceased. 

Music, " IVhen evenirufs ttvUiglU" 

The Cambridge pastors, Dr. Furber of Newton Centre, 
J. E. Vandervoort, Superintendent of the Sabbath School, 
and John H. Appleton, representing the young men of 
the church, were expected and prepared with addresses, 
but at this point, it being half past five o'clock, the exer- 
cises of the banquet were concluded by the benediction 
by Dr. Gilman. 

ITie Social in the evening was, as the best of the wine, 
at the close of the feast. The hall had been cleared, and 
a very large assembly, upwards of five hundred persons, 
old and young, was gathered. It was an entirely infor- 
mal afiair. Mutual greetings, social converse, and gen- 
eral talking over the events of half a century, all most 
agreeably interspersed with very fine music on the organ, 
together afforded a highly enjoyable occasion." Eev. Asa 
BuUard read several letters from former members of the 
church, including one each from Kev. Dr. Murray of Prince- 
ton, Rev. Thomas C. Bisco of HoUiston, Eev. Dr. E. Pond 
of Bangor, Mrs. Louise Faulkner GriflBn of New York, 
Rev. Dr. Karr of Hartford Theological Seminary, Rev. 
Mr. Twining of Edinburgh, Scotland, Rev. Lyman Gilbert 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., Dr. Adams of Orange, K J., Mr. Josiah 
A. Stearns, brother of Rev. Mr. Stearns, and Mr. Meriam 
of Rockport, Texas, all expressing great interest in the 
church, a tender recollection of the happy days of Chris- 
tian life and work, and bespeaking a glorious success for 
the future years of this church. Gathered about the oi'gan 
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there stood, at the close of this full day, the aged and 
the young, — 1827 to 1877, — and sang "Auld Lang 
Syne," and the semi-centennial celebration concluded. 
It was a delightful, successful, and satisfactory affair, and 
well calculated to encourage Christians in their way and 
work. 

The Anniversary not merely brought together many of 
the church who were dispersed throughout this whole 
region, but it brought also letters representing those who, 
at their remote houses, cherish with warm affection the 
church and its membership. Moreover, it quickened some 
to pen their thoughts in verse. It seems highly appro- 
priate, therefore, that a chapter in our Memorial Book 
should be devoted to them. 
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BT E. D. SAHOEB. 

Thou, beneath whoso guiding hand 
Our fathers crosacd the sea 
To find, in thia fair Woatera land. 
Freedom to worship thee, 

We come to thank thee for thy love, 
Thy kindness, and thy care ; 
And pray, aa thou our fathers blest, 
Wb may thy blessing share. 

Long has this church a bulwark proved 
'Gainst waves of error strong, 
And nobly stood for God and truth. 
Battling against the wrong. 

Here has the gospel's Joyful sound 
Rung out in accents clear, 
Telling a Savionr'a dying love 
To all both far and near. 



In all the years that a 
As in the fifty past, 
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Watch over her we humbly pray, 
And guide her to the last. 

Pastor and people all unite 

In blessed union still, 

Firm to maintain, and brave to do 

The blessed Master's will. 

And though all may not join the song 
When rolls the century round, 
We trust, at last, a happy band. 
We may with Christ be found. 



BY MRS. MART L. WYATT. 

As backward turn our thoughts to-day 
O'er fifty years so quickly flown. 
With reverent grateful hearts we say, 
" The Lord is mindful of his own.** 

Our Heavenly Father's name we praise. 
For constant watch and tender care. 
And blessings which have crowned our days 
Since first this church was formed with prayer. 

Then onward let us urge our way. 
Thus highly favored of our God, 
And imderneath his guiding sway 
Walk in the path our Saviour trod. 

And when at last our journey 's done. 
And we before the throne shall stand. 
Forever may we praise the Son 
A ransomed and unbroken band. 
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BT MISS A. & HAYWARD. 

OuR.fathers' Grod ! to whom appears 
Less than a day these fifty years, 
Accept the thanks we bring to thee, 
And deign to bless our jubilee. 

We. thank thee for thy constant care 
Over thy children everywhere ; 
We thank thee that this church of thine 
Still witnesses for love divine. 

For all its strength and usefulness, 
Present or past, thy name we bless. 
While all we are, or hope to be. 
This day anew we give to thee. 

When time for us shall be no more, 
May we, with those who went before 
Sowing the seed perhaps with tears, 
Gather the fruit of our fifty years. 



BY D. N. R. 

Lord, as we leave this hallowed place, 
Grant us thy blessing and thy grace ; 
Fill every heart with love to thee, 
For all thy gifts so large and free. 

As thou hast kept us to this hour, 
Protect us by thy mighty power 
Through all the future stretching on, 
Until life's victory be won. 
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To do our duty truly, well, 

And all thy loving mercy tell 

To those around who know thee not, — 

0, may this be our happy lot. 

Whate'er the future years may bring. 
Grant they may leave behind no sting. 
No wasted years or misspent hours, 
No dark remorse o'er vanished powers. 

They only live who bless their race, 
Not those who fill earth's lofty place. 
With love to God, and love to man, 
May we fulfil our Maker's plan. 



BY E. D. SANGER. 

Wb come, Lord, with joy to-day, 
On this glad anniversary. 
To thank thee for thy loving care. 
And all the bliss which now we share. 

E*er since our fathers crossed the wave. 
Thou hast been near to guide and save ; 
In storm and tempest, peril's hour. 
Hast shielded by thy mighty power. 

This church, planted with faith and prayer, 
Her fifty years to-day doth wear. 
Through childhood, youth, maturely grown. 
We proudly claim her as our own. 

We render thee our grateful praise 

For blessings that have crowned her days. 
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For noble men and women too. 
Who to their Master dared be true. 

0, make her strong in days to come, 
Pastor and people join as one ; 
A bulwark may she ever be 
'Gainst tides of infidelity. 

Thus, Lord, thy blessings now we pray 
As here we meet this happy day. 
0, may we reach that blissful shore, 
Where we shall meet to part no more. 



BY MISS A. S. HATWABD. 

The years to come are all with thee ; 
Help us, God, to make each one 
A milestone on our homeward way, 
And place on each thy seal, " Well done." 

The years to come are all with thee. 
The joys they bring will be thy gift ; 
The burdens they may lay on us 
Thy loving hand will surely lift. 

The years to come are all with thee, 
And every one its message gives, 
*' Redeem the time ; each deed you do. 
For good or ill, forever lives." 

The years to come are all with thee ; 
If they be few, why need we care 1 
Thy wisdom plans ; thy love will grant 
An answer to our parting prayer. 
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The years to come are all with thee ; 
Lord, our God through all the past, 
Abide with us, till one in heart 
We meet around thy throne at last. 



BY MRS. HELEN K. WTMAN. 

The years, God, have swiftly passed 
Since here the little seed was sown, 
Which, nourished by thy tender care, 
A tall and stately tree has grown. 

Beneath its shadow now we rest, 
And up to thee our eyes we raise. 
While hearts and voices all unite 
To render thee a song of praise. 

We praise thee for the holy lives 
That here thy power and grace have shown ; 
For praying lips that now rejoice 
Among the ransomed round thy throne. 

We praise thee that our hearts are led 
To thoughts of gratitude this day. 
That through thy mercy we were won 
To walk with Christ the heavenly way. 

0, in the days that are to come. 
May we thy grace and glory show. 
And thus, in thought, in word, in deed, 
" Praise God from whom aU blessings flow." 
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REV. KINSLEY TWINING. 

Edinburgh, Scotland, August 12, 1877. 

Your letter inviting me to participate with you in the cele- 
bration of your Semi-Centennial, reached me a little while ago ; 
and while it gave me great pleasure to be remembered in view 
of such an occasion, it also cost me a pang of pain to reflect 
that uncontrollable circumstances so bind me to these foreign 
shores for the present, as to take away from me all hope of 
being able to share with you the delightful experiences and 
recollections of such an occasion. 

Thrice happy will you all be when, after such a wonderful 
gathering into your fold as the past year has witnessed, you 
assemble to recount Grod's mercies in the past, to go over the 
names of those who have glorified and blessed your work by 
their participation in it, and to drink in new draughts of hope 
and courage for the future. 

I shall mark the day you speak of, and, though far away 
from you in the body, will be with you in the remembrance 
of the day, and thanksgiving that it finds you in such a con- 
dition of spiritual prosperity and general strength. 

Tell Brother Hoyt that we who preceded him cannot con- 
sent to be forgotten among the people of his charge. We 
must still claim some place among them and some part in the 
work which, in his time, has been so gloriously crowned. 

I am fixed here in Edinburgh probably for several months. 
We have made quite a wide round through this grand Cal- 
vinistic land, every part of which witnesses to the solidity of 
the foundations on which the Reformers built. The Lord's 
Day stands here sacred and beautiful. The churches are full. 
There is a strong, vital, aggressive Christianity in the land 
fighting against sin ; and out of it all has come a sweet, open, 
strong character, which marks the people in their homes, in 
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the shops, and on the streets. May the richest blessings rest 
on the church and people now and forever ! Amen. 

Yours as ever, 

KINSLEY TWINING. 



DEXTER FAIRBAKK. 

Elizabeth, N. J., October 6, 1877. 
It is impossible for me by letter to give you the facts 
respecting my connection with the Prospect Street Church. 
Could I have a personal interview, I could no doubt give you 
a very interesting account of the church from its foundation. 
, My health is poor, and I am obliged to get my grandson to 
write this. Probably the reason you see my name mentioned 
so frequently on the church books is because, being a man of 
leisure at that time, I did all the begging, and raised all the 
money for the church with the exception of that given us by 
our Boston friends. I raised the money for the organ and 
the vestry. We never were in debt longer than three months, 
as at the end of that time we always settled up all accounts. 
Should you be able to visit New York, it is but a half-hour's 
ride to Elizabeth and I should be very happy to see you, and 
could give you very many interesting facts concerning the 
origin of the Prospect Church. 

Yours truly, 

DEXTER FAIRBANK. 



J. K. MERIAlff. 



RocKPORT, Texas, September 11, 1877. 
Your invitation to be present at the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the organization of the First Congregational Church reached 
us last night. Gladly would we join you if it were possible. 
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The occasion brings to mind many interesting and important 
events in our own history as well as that of the church. 

Within the walls of your house of worship, standing before 
the great congregation, we first took upon ourselves the solemn 
vows of the church. Our children were brought to your altar 
in baptismal consecration. 

From your midst and under your supervision we were sent 
out to labor in city mission work. To-day we look back to 
those years of Christian labor as the most happy and delight- 
ful of our lives. 

You will have many voices to speak of the grand and 
noble works accomplished by this church daring the half- 
century of its existence. 

Permit me to mention a few of those that have come under 
my own observation. 

First, was the building of Stearns Chapel. Very little 
help, and that in the way of money, came from outside. It 
was this church that furnished the plans with the means and 
men to carry them out to their completion. The earnest 
and hearty co-worker was our lamented brother Dunbar. 
How prominently he comes into view in connection with this 
work. His zeal and untiring energy knew no bounds. His 
great heart was in the work, much of his time was given to 
it, and he was the largest contributor in the church. This 
enterprise, sustained by the contributions, guided by- the 
wisdom, and watered with the prayers of this people, grew and 
flourished imtil to-day we behold its result in the flourishing 
church at the Chapel ; and in yonder Pilgrim structure, standing 
in the shade of those stately elms on Magazine Street. Thus we 
have in its home mission work a house of worship built and 
two churches planted. Surely it has been given Prospect 
Street Church the privilege of exerting a great influence for 
good in this community, and to accomplish a great and 
abidmg work for the Master. But greater results lie in the 
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future far it to work out. God give you the heart and 
strength to prosecute it. God grant that when we all shall 
have passed beyond these earthly reunions, there may be 
awaiting us an abundant entrance into a perfect and eternal 
union with Christ our Lord. 

Affectionately yours, 

J. N. MERIAM. 



MBS. LOUISA O. GRIFFIN. 

New York, August 18, 1877. 

I HAVB been invited by friends in Cambridge to join with 
them in the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
church, of which you are now pastor. Thinking you may like 
to hear from the few members still living who composed the 
original church, and being one of that little band whose name 
(Louisa G. Faulkner) you will find with those of my honored 
parents (long since passed from the church militant to the 
church triumphant) among the first members, I have it in my 
heart to say how greatly I regret that I may not be present 
and participate in those pleasant services. 

Words fail to express the tender recollections that cluster 
aroimd that early period of my Christian life. The preaching 
of that good and eminent man, Dr. Beecher, m Cambridge, 
and its precious fruits in the revival which followed, will never 
be forgotten. Closely connected with this was the prayer- 
meeting at the house of the sainted Dr. Chaplin, the memory 
of which will never be effaced from my mind. That holy man, 
with others whose names I might mention, left a deep and 
abiding impression on my young heart ; and I could not do 
justice to my own feelings were I not to bless and praise that 
grace which permitted me the precious privilege of being 
associated with such a company of godly men and women in 
my early days. 
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That the bleBsing of the great head of the Church may ever 
rest upon aud crown all your and their efforts, and the same 
Spirit fiU the hearts of all its members, is the earnest prayer of 

Your friend and sister m Christ, 

LOUISA G. GRIFFIN. 



MRS. A. J. BARRETT (DEA. SAMUEL). 

[Mrs. B. did not receive the invitation until the anniversary was passed.] 

MiDDLEBORo', October 1, 1877. 

The invitation must have been received with other publica- 
tions and mislaid, but the anniversary pamphlets you were so 
kind as to send me were duly received; please accept my 
thanks for them. I should have greatly enjoyed those ser- 
vices, and the meeting again of the few friends with whom I 
have often worshipped in days long since passed away, but 
never to be forgotten. 

I went to Cambridge in 1829. At that time only about 
two hundred belonged to the congregation. I had a speaking 
acquaintance with every one, and for several years made it a 
duty as well as a pleasure to call on all the new-comers, as 
we called them. 

We were rather poor, and it was not easy to raise the seven 
hundred dollars we paid Dr. Steams. Very soon the house 
filled, and we were able to increase the salary, and the little 
church grew and became too numerous for the little house of 
worship. We watched its growth with great interest, as you 
may suppose. My husband was acting Deacon fourteen years. 
He had a class of young ladies in the Sabbath school, all of 
whom committed to memory the entire Book of Psalms. I 
think he did not insist on their doing it, but expressed a wish 
that they should. During seven years after the church was 
organized, we met at Mrs. Dr. James Chaplin's every Saturday 
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night for prayer and conference. Mr. Hubbard sometimes 
took the lead of the meeting, at others Mr. Barrett. I shall 
expect to be greatly interested in the address. A review of 
the past will bring to my mind many things I cannot recall, 
I presume, without these reminders. 

Mr. Barrett's heart was in the interests of that church. 
He never withheld from giving when money was wanted, and 
at the close of every quarter fresh subscriptions had to be 
made to meet the expenses of the church, the pew-rents not 
being sufl&cient. The little bands, none of them rich, were 
very cheerful givers ; and the ten dollars from our twelve 
hundred a year was given, I think, as a privilege from Mr. 
Barrett, and it was often called for the few first years. 

It is with great pleasure I watch the' prosperity of our 
church, and indeed it has been remarkable. From that little 
praying band, three churches, we may say, have grown up, 
rooted and grounded in the faith and fellowship of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in fifty years. Were they not all, those seven 
brothers, pillars in the temple? Some have gone to their 
reward, and I have no doubt have heard their welcome, " Well 
done." The others wait, in hope of that open and abundant 
entrance. 

The church were all earnest workers, not for itself alone, 
but we organized auxiliaries to many of the benevolent so- 
cieties then in operation. The ladies supported a heathen 
child, and named him William A. Steams, and in *44, I think 
perhaps '43, we commenced the support of a colporteur by the 
same sewing-circle. I mention this to show you that we all 
were earnest in the prosperity, not only of our own church, 
but in the spread of the gospel. 

With regard to the raising money to build the church, 
I know but little. Dr. James Chaplin, I have heard Mr. 
Barrett say, gave one thousand dollars, all the first male 
members contributed, Mrs. Newcomb, Miss Gardner, and 
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Mrs. Abigail Boardman, also I have uo doubt many, if not 

all, the others. Mr. Faulkner was a Unitarian, but became 

a Christian about the time the church was formed, and came 

out a bright happy man. He was greatly interested in the 

church, and, though a carpenter of moderate means, he gave 

four hundred dollars for the church. He led the singing in 

the chapel for many years, and though his voice trembled and 

his singing was not the best, we loved to hear him pour forth 

his whole soul in the hymns, as he always seemed to do. 

Yours in Christ, 

A. J. BARRETT. 



REV. J. O. MURRAY, D. D. 

Princeton, N. J., September 19, 1877. "" 
It is a source of very deep regret to me that I cannot be 
with you to-morrow. My pastorate lies behind me as so green 
a spot in memory, that I would have been delighted to join in 
your commemoration. The least I can'^do is to send on my 
apology for absence, and my hearty congratulations to the 
Prospect Street Church and Society. Had it been possible, I 
would have sent you a few reminiscences, but I have been un- 
avoidably prevented from preparing them. 

Ever truly yours, 

J. 0. MURRAY. 



REV. W. S. KARR, D. D. 

Hartford THEOLoaiCAL Seminary, September 10, 1877. 

I AM under the necessity of declining your kind invitation 
to attend the Semi-Centennial Anniversary of the organization 
of the Prospect Street Church. 

All churches having a due regard to the convenience of 
posterity should arrange that their birthdays should fell 
within the vacations, and not the term-time of Theological 
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and other Seminaries. You might have rectified the calendar 
again and made the old style into new, by dropping some ten 
or twelve days. 

At the point in your celebration when you begin to hear 
reports from present and absent friends, you will have had 
the long retrospect of the church's history given by your 
pastor, and will also be in that state of contentment with 
things past,, present, and to come, which results from a good 
dinner. You will be able to appreciate what the absentees 
have lost. 

As one of these, I forbear to reproach you for holding your 
festival at an unseasonable time, and I assure you that I have 
nothing but the kindest feelings towards the people of my 
former charge, despite the preposterous date of their organi- 
zation. 

As my term of pastoral service extended to only three years 
I had but three-fiftieths of the pastoral responsibility which 
has been borne by your ministers, and am entitled to only a 
proportionate share of your time at this celebration. 

The three years which I spent amoug you were passed with 
great pleasure and profit to myself; I felt that other men — 
especially your first pastor — had labored, and that I had en- 
tered into many of the fruits of their labors. 

I rejoice to know that under your present pastor the hopes 
and aims in which the church was founded are having a larger 
fulfilment than ever. 

I join, with all the multitude of your friends, in the prayer 
that you may bring forth ** yet more fruit " in the years to 
come. 

May we all abide in the deepening conviction, that there is 

no institution like the Christian Church ; nothing that is worthy 

of one's utmost devotion save the Kingdom of our Master. 

Afiectionately and faithfully yours, 

W. S. KARR. 



^ 
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REV. ENOCH POND, D.D. 

Bangor, Me., September 8, 1877. 
I BBOAME a, member of the church in Cambridgeport iu 
1828, and left it for Bangor in 1832. I was intensely en- 
gaged in my work as editor of the " Spirit of the Pilgrims." 
and had not much opportunity to become acquainted with the 
brethren and sisters. Doctor Chaplin I knew very well. He 
was a remarkable man, and a very useful man. He was the 
son of the old Orthodox minister of Groton, Mass., and was 
religiously educated. Dr. Chaplin welcomed Dr. Beecher to 
Cambridge, entertained him at his house, and did more than 
any other man towards founding and establishing the Ortho- 
dox church. The church was formed before I went there. I 
preached for them a good deal during my stay in Cambridge, 
and at one time there was quite a revival under my preaching. 
But the church was small, and had to encounter a most violent 
opposition. It never grew much till after the settlement of 
Mr. Stearns. Under him it grew to be a large and flourishing 
church. Dr. Chaplin's death was a severe blow to it, but it 
survived, and perhaps became more self-reliant on account of 
his removal. Dexter Fairbank was in the employ of Dr. 
Chaplin, helping to take care of his insane hospital. He was 
an earnest Christian and a good man. Samuel Barrett was 
an excellent young man, a graduate of Harvard, and teacher 
of one of the public schools in Boston. His home was in 
Cambridgeport, where he married and settled. W. J. Hub- 
bard was a respectable lawyer ; married Dr. Chaplin's eldest 
daughter, and resided in Cambridge. He was a leading mem- 
ber of the church, especially after the death of Dr. Chaplin. 
Mr. Faulkner was a good stalwart. Christian in common life, 
and had a very promising family. He was converted under 
Dr. Beecher's preaching. He was much opposed to Dr. 
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Beecher at first, and forbade his family to go and hear him. 
One day he was awakened, became frightened at himself, and 
was ready to ask his good wife to pray for him. I have 
always felt a great interest in that church, and have a strong 
affection for it. May it live and flourish and prosper even 
unto millennial times. 

I have just received the invitation to be present at the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the formation of your church. Nothing 
w^ould be more pleasant to me than to come, if it were prac- 
ticable ; but it is not. My health is generally good, but I am 
subject to ill turns, and do not venture far from home. 
Probably I should see none but new faces. The old standards 
are all gone. But the church lives, and I rejoice. May it 
continue to prosper, and throw abroad and around its good 
influences to the end of time. 

So prays a quondam brother and an earnest well-wisher, 

ENOCH POND. 



REV. L. IVES HOADLEY. 



St. Stephen, N. B., September 18, 1877. 

Delayed, I have yours of the 10th, forwarded from New 
Haven, Ct., and from Northford to this place. 

I should be pleased to accept the invitation of the Cam- 
bridgeport church and congregation, and to be present at its 
Semi-centennial Anniversary, but it will be impossible, through 
the infirmity of years, to give myself the pleasure. 

I quite enjoyed the article in the Gongregationalist lately, 
respecting your congregation and yoUr pastor, and all the 
prosperity of Zion. 

As you see, I write in penciL It is a necessity with me on 
account of my infirmity. I am comfortable for the maturity 
of eighty-seven years. The Lord be praised for his goodness 
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80 many years. 0, what a text that is, Romans y. L, " Peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Yours frateraally, 

L. IVES HOADLEY. 



REV. WM. ADAMS, D. D. 

Orange, N. J., September 11, 1877. 

I AM in receipt of your kind invitation of September 10, 
[«c]. I wish it were in my power to accept it, as my mem. 
ories associated with the church at Cambridgeport are very 
pleasant. My Seminary term begins on the 19th, so that my 
time will be fully occupied with official services at home. 

My engagements just now are so numerous that I have no 

time at my disposal to put on paper the reminiscences you 

suggest. By all means secure the presence of Dr. Pond of 

Bangor. 

With best wishes, Wemain, very truly yours, 

W. ADAMS. 



JOSIAH A. STEABNS. 

Boston, September 12, 1877. 
My dear Sir, — I will answer your note as best I may, 
only premising that I do so from no data, but simply from 
recollection, which is not always an infallible guide. My 
brother's first sermon in Cambridge was preached in 1831, I 
think during his spring vacation. It was his first discourse 
outside of the Institution. The Sabbath proved to be an 
occasional one, which he had not anticipated, and he found 
himself there without anything written that would answer the 
purpose. He was obliged to extemporize, but his discourse 
carried the people by storm. They gave him a call, and 
worked hard to obtain him. I think he rather liked to com- 
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mand a forlorn hope, and his sympathies, as well as his zeal 
for the cause, prompted him to accept. The church had been 
gathered by Dr. Lyman Beech er, and its most efficient workers 
had been members of his communion in Boston. The house 
was originally a neat, but small and unpretentious structure 
located on Norfolk Street. Its seating capacity could not 
have exceeded five hundred. The society offered to pay their 
minister $ 700 per annum, and whatever gain might be made 
in the rent of pews till it should reach $ 1,000. It was a 
desperate undertaking, and before its acceptance he took 
advice. His father and mother did not oppose, but sure I am 
they did not encourage the enterprise. 

I was teaching school in Townsend at the time, and sharing 
a room with the Rev. Mr. Kittle, — afterwards Rev. Wm. M. 
Rogers, — my brother's most intimate friend. Mr. Kittle 
attended and took part in the services, and probably gave the 
right-hand. My father also had some part, but I am not now 
certain what it was. There had been a previous pastorate, 
of which I never knew much, only that it was very short and 
quite unsuccessful. My first personal acquaintance with the 
church was some time in the spring of 1832, when I came to 
visit my brother and attend his "four days* meeting." I 
can only remember that the exercises were interesting, and 
most of the neighboring ministers were there. 

One little incident impressed me as showing the outside 
bitterness of opposition to Orthodox religion. All the way 
from Mrs, Chaplin's on Austin Street, where my brother 
boarded, down to the very church door, was found one morn- 
ing liberally yellowed with the flour of brimstone. This 
insult was simply treated with silent contempt. 

As a measure of policy for a considerable time some one 
was found to supply the afternoon pulpit, and the house was 
lighted for a Bervice by t^e pastor in the evening. This was a 
most efficient agency in augmenting the stated congregation. 
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The lines between Orthodoxy and Liberalism had, in those 
times, been drawn so rigidly as to almost wholly debar the 
parties from social intercourse. This Mr. Steams set his face 
against. Some good ladies being greatly scandalized that he 
not only received but returned calls from Unitarians, he 
gave a Sabbath discourse upon the subject, making plain the 
unwisdom of such an exclusive spirit, and urged his people to 
an imitation of the policy of the Great Master, and of his 
Apostle to the Gentiles in winning souls to the religious 
life. 

In the autumn of 1835 I became a constant attendant upon 
my brother's ministrations, and continued such until his re-, 
moval to Amherst. Mr. Steams always took a lively interest 
in all the secular affairs of the town, yet never to the obstruc- 
tion of his one absorbing purpose, to work for Christ. If he 
ever sought personal influence, he seemed to do so that he 
might wield it in the Master's service. For many years his 
salary was not adequate to the support of his family, and he 
supplemented it by the use of his pen, and by giving instruc- 
tion to private pupils. As the society gained in strength, 
the old house became too straitened, and it was twice en- 
larged ; once by building a tower in front and throwing the 
vestibule into the audience-room, and once by erecting gal- 
leries at the sides. I well remember when these had been 
put in, how reluctant the people were to use them. In this 
emergency the minister removed his family to one of them, 
and his brother and cousin fitted and occupied another. 
Several prominent persons did likewise, and soon these gallery 
pews came to be considered as among the most eligible. For 
a good many Sabbaths, on account of repairs or otherwise, 
our services were held in the Town Hall. This was a golden 
opportunity to win persons whose prejudices would not permit 
them to seek the truth in a regularly consecrated Orthodox 
church, and well did the pastor improve it. He never 
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preached with more eloquence and power or with more visible 
success. When the new house received its dedication, a 
strong society and a working church was ready to honor it. 
To be sure, many had made great sacrifices to secure its 
erection ; the pastor himself taking several pews, and all of 
us doing to the utmost of our means. Yet we had the satis- 
faction of gathering under our own vine and fig-tree, and 
knowing that we were for the time regarded as the most 
thriving church organization in the town of Cambridgeport. I 
am reminded here that the early poverty of the society some- 
times made them feel poor, even after they began to grow rich. 
On one occasion it was proposed to raise one hundred dollars for 
a gift to Dr. Beecher in recognition of his services in gathering 
the church, but one and another pleaded inability, and claimed 
that the demands upon the church for charity were too bur- 
densome to bear. " If you feel in that way," retorted the pastor, 
" it is manifest you have not encountered applications sufficient 
to get you used to giving. I am resolved to employ the first 
agent I can find to wake you up." Rev. Seth Bliss, agent for 
the Tract Society, proved to be the man required, and he was 
forthwith set to work. Mr. Bliss was an admirable beggar in 
his day, and he so opened the purses of people that they made 
him a contribution of fifty dollars on the spot ; nor was this 
all, for, roused by his appeal, they ventured at once to start 
the Beecher subscription, and raised the amount almost 
without wincing ; and then, as if giving were become a pleas- 
ure to them, they immediately contributed a purse of $ 1,200, 
to aid their minister in building him a house. 

I cannot be at Cambridgeport during the daytime of the 
celebration, but I shall be with you in spirit, and in the 
evening I shall be sure to join the social gathering in person. 

Very faithfully yours, 

JOSIAH A. STEARNS. 

P. S. I have always understood that the first house was 
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built by subscriptions from the friends of Orthodoxy in and 
about Boston, and that a few individuals in the parish con- 
tributed liberally. $ 300 or $ 400 of the $ 700 salary was 
contributed by members of the church, who paid $ 100 each. 
I am not aware who the individuals were, except the family 
of Dr. James Chaplin. Many persons who at the start 
determined never to enter the Orthodox house were at last 
found among the efficient workers and strong supporters of 

the church. 

J. A. S. 



REV. LYMAN GILBERT. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., September 11, 1877. 

Dear Brother, — Your favor was duly received, and I 
thank you for a kind remembrance in relation to the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the First Evangelical Congregational Church in 
Cambridgeport. I came to West Newton about six months 
after its organization, and I preached in it once, by exchange, 
soon after my coming. As you suppose, I was doubtless present 
at subsequent councils which were called by it. Brother Perry, 
the first pastor, was my classmate, as was also Brother Yeo- 
mans, who preceded him in a supply of the pulpit. Brother 
Stearns was a good neighbor, and we lived on exchanging 
terms. 

When under a call at West Newton I consulted with Dr. 
Woods at Andover. I told him the church and parish was 
so small that I had my doubts as to my duty in the case. 
The Doctor replied : " I know all the ground perfectly well. 
The church is indeed small, but if you settle there you are 
not to consider yourself simply as the pastor of a little church, 
but as one of a host. We want to settle as many ministers as 
we can in and around Boston." 

I went into that host, and I soon found that it was engaged 
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unitedly and energetically in the great work, as characterized 
by Dr. Beecher, one of the leaders, of " turning back the cap- 
tivity of Zion." 

It was in the working of this enterprise that the Church of 
Cambridgeport was organized, and numerous other churches in 
and around Boston. Councils for these purposes, and for set- 
tling pastors were not infrequent, and were always made to 
embrace all the churches of the city and vicinity for the pur- 
pose of enlisting their sympathy and aid. 

One incident helps me to remember. At a council called 
at Medfield, a little outside our common field, most of the 
membera being strangers to me, I was nominated as scribe. 
I rose and excused myself on the ground that I had already 
served in that capacity in some fifteen councils. The Moder- 
ator, a stranger to me, said : " Brethren, there is good evidence 
before you that Brother Gilbert is well qualified for the office." 
They voted me down. 

The grand cause of all this movement in and about Boston 
at that time was the reviving energies of the Divine Spirit. 
By that power the churches in Newton and others were saved. 

The church at Cambridgeport was a child of that revival. 

A year ago it was my pleasure to meet your present pastor 
at the Eliot Church in Newton. I have read with great in- 
terest the account of the results of his labors in the past year. 

May the church never forget wherein her great strength 

lieth ! 

With Christian salutations, 

LYMAN GILBERT. 



BOOK II. 
PRINCIPLES, RULES, CONSTITUTION. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL PRINCIPLES, 

Thb Christian Church is a union of all who arc called and 
choBen through the Word and Spirit of God to be the posaes- 
eioD of ttte Lord, wlio are united together by the public con- 
fession of a common faith in the Redeemer according to the 
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each other's edification, ahd to co-operato towards the spread 
of their faith for tlie illumination, aauctifi cation, and hlessed- 
aess of maukiud. 

The Christian Church ia in its eseence an invisible society, 
held together by the invisible bond of the Holy Spirit, but 
risible in its manifestation, having an outward organiKation 
aud polity, and distinguished by the presence of the Spirit in 
the hearts of its members, aud by the ministration of the 
pure Word of Life and the Sacraments. 

Any congregation of believers associating themselves to- 
gether in this faith, and for these purposes, becomes, by the 
ordination of God and by the presence of the Holy Spirit, a 
Christian church complete in itself, independent and with 
jurisdiction over its own affairs. 

The first church at Jerusalem formed itself in this way, 
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according to the command of Christ, and in the power and 
bond of the Spirit. The other apostolic churches came into 
existence in the same manner. The churches which walked 
in the ancient order of New England, founded their rights and 
their liberties on these principles. We have done the same, 
and organized an independent church on the " foundation of 
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief comer-stone.'* (Ephesians ii. 20.) 

And while we are independent so far as relates to internal 
organization and to the administration of our local affairs, we 
mean to be governed in all matters of our own, and in those 
relating to other churches of our order, by the established 
principles of Congregational usage. 

In common with other branches of the Christian Church, 
we believe that the Ministry is ordained of Christ, who " gave 
some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; 
and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry." (Ephesians iv. 11.) 

But we do not believe, as some do, that the power and 
authority of the church reside in the Ministry or flow through 
it, but that they belong to the church itself, and that the 
Ministry is given not to organize the brethren into a church, 
but to build them up as disciples, to secure an orderly minis- 
tration of the Word and of the Sacraments, and to be the 
natural head of the church in all its ministry. 



STANDING RULES. 

I. The permanent officers of this church shall be a Pastor (or 
Pastors) and Deacons. The Pastor shall be ex-offido modera- 
tor of the church. 

II. It shall be the duty of the Deacons to preside at the 
meetings of the church in the absence of the Pastor, to pre- 
pare for and assist in the celebration of the Lord's Supper, to 
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attend to the necessities of the poor of the church, to receive 
and distribute the contributions for their relief, to provide a 
supply for the pulpit in the temporary absence of the Pastor, 
and generally to aid in the ministry of the church as occasion 
may require. 

III. The Annual Meeting of the church shall be held on 
the first Wednesday in the month of January. Special Meet- 
ings of the church shall be called by the Standing Committee 
whenever they deem it advisable to do so, or whenever a 
written request to that effect is presented by six members of 
the church ; and public notice of the meeting shall be given 
from the pulpit on the previous Sabbath. 

IV. The following officers shall be chosen by ballot at the 
Annual Meeting. 

First, A Clerk, who shall keep the records of the church, a 
chronological list of its members, showing the time and mode 
of their admission and dismission, a record of the adult and 
infant baptisms, and shall present at the Annual Meeting a 
list of those members who have been absent more than a year. 

Second, A Treasurer, who shall take charge of all contribu- 
tions for religious and charitable purposes (except such as are 
designed for the poor), and present a written report of the 
same at the Annual Meeting. 

Third, An Auditor, who shall examine and audit the ac- 
counts of the Treasurer. 

Fourth, A Standing Committee, to consist of nine persons, 
of which the Pastor, Deacons, and Clerk shall constitute a 
part ; whose duty it shall be to examine applicants for ad- 
mission to the church, to act as a Committee of Inquiry in 
cases of discipline, to decide what benevolent objects shall be 
presented to the church for their contributions, and to exercise 
a general supervision over the interests of the church. 

Fifth, A Superintendent of the Sabbath School. 

Vacancies in any of the above-named offices occurring 



PRINCIPLES, RULES, CONSTITUTION. 183 

during the year may be filled at any regular meeting of the 
church. 

V. Candidates for admission to the church, having been 
approved by the Standing Committee, shall stand propounded 
to the church two weeks, and shall be received by vote of the 
church, on public profession of their faith ; and their names 
shall be read from the pulnit at least one week previous to 
their public admission. 

VI. Members of this church changing their place of wor- 
ship, shall request a letter of dismission, and of recommenda- 
tion to the church with which they worship, within one year 
from the time of such change, unless a reasonable excuse is 
given to the Church Committee for the omission. 

VII. Members of other churches wishing to unite with this 
church by letter of transfer, will be received by vote of the 
church after having been approved by the Standing Committee 
and propounded to the church two weeks. 

VIII. Members who may wish to transfer their connection 
to another church, shall make written application for a letter 
of dismission, through the Pastor or one of the Deacons, who 
shall lay the application before the church. It shall then 
be referred by rule to the Standing Committee, and lie over 
at least one week ; and if no objection is made, the Pastor, or 
Deacon presiding, is hereby authorized to declare the fact 
at the next Friday evening meeting, and to direct the Clerk 
to issue the usual letter of dismission, as by vote of the church. 
In case objection is made, the matter must be brought before 
the church for special vote. Letters of dismission shall be 
valid for one year only. 

IX. It shall be the duty of any member of this church who 
may be personally aggrieved or offended by another, to seek 
first a reconciliation in the spirit of the gospel by fraternal 
conference with the offending brother, in the manner set forth 
by our Saviour in the 18th chapter of the Gospel of St. Mat- 
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thew. Should he fail to obtain satisfaction, he may bring the 
matter to the notice of the Standing Committee, or by a writ- 
ten complaint to the church. If the church entertain the com- 
plaint, a time shall be appointed for a hearing of the case when 
the offending brother shall be summoned to be present. This 
course of proceeding shall be considered binding in all cases 
of private or personal difference between the members of this 
church. Immoral conduct, breach of express covenant vows, 
neglect of acknowledged religious duties, and avowed disbelief 
of the Articles of Faith of this church, shall be regarded as 
offences subjecting the members implicated to the discipline 
of the church ; and in case of such public offences, proceed- 
ings may be instituted on the written complaint of any mem- 
ber to the church, or through the agency of the Standing 
Committee. And if the church is satisfied of the guilt of 
the party accused, it may vote to suspend him from the 
privileges of the church, or to excommunicate him from its 
membership, as set forth by the Apostle Paul in the 5th 
chapter of the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians. But no mem- 
ber shall be deprived of the privileges of the church without 
a full and impartial hearing of his case. 

X. The Lord's Supper shall be celebrated on the afternoons 
of the first Sabbaths of January, March, May, July, Septem- 
ber, and November. 

XL This church recognizes the Sabbath school as an im- 
portant branch of its ministry, and in the exercise of a super- 
vision of the school will require, in the selection of teachers, 
that only those be appointed who are judged to give credible 
evidence of piety, of a good understanding of the Bible, and 
of a substantial agreement in the Articles of Doctrine pro- 
fessed by this church. 

XI I. The weekly prayer-meeting shall be held on Friday 
evening, and shall be considered a regular meeting at which 
business shall be transacted. But as a rule business shall be 
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done after tbe close of the devotional exercises, and with the 
church apart by themselyes ; provided, however, that dele- 
gates to conferences and ecclesiastical councils may be chosen, 
and such other business of a general character as a majority 
of the Standing Committee present shall approve may be done 
in open meeting, and before the congregation is dismissed. 

XIII. In the transaction of business all the adult members 
shall be entitled to vote, except on questions requiring the 
concurrence of the society, in which case adult male members 
only shall be entitled to vote. 

XIV. No alteration shall be made in the foregoing Rules 
unless at a regular meeting of the church (such alteration 
having been proposed at a previous regular meeting), and by 
a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 



ARTICLES OF DOCTRINE. 

[These Articles of Doctrine were adopted by the church at its organization, 
and have never been changed.] 

Art. I. We believe in the being of one God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; that God is a Spirit, infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable in his being, power, knowledge, jus- 
tice, goodness, and truth ; that he created all things ; that 
he preserves and governs all his creatures, and overrules their 
action according to the wise and benevolent counsel of his 
own will, yet in such a manner as that man is a free agent, 
and accountable for, all his actions; and that it is the duty of 
all intelligent creatures to love God with all the heart, and to 
worship him in spirit and tnith. 

Art. II. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments are given by inspiration of God, and are a 
perfect rule of faith and practice. 

Art. III. We believe that God created man holy, and that 
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he fell from this happy state by sinning against God ; that, in 
consequence of the fall, mankind are bom without holiness, 
and continue alienated from God, until renewed and recon- 
ciled by the special influence of the Holy Spirit. 

Art. IV. We believe that God gave his Son to die for the 
sins of the world, and that Jesus Christ, by his sufferings and 
death, has made an atonement sufficient for the redemption 
of mankind ; so that now God can be just and the justifler of 
him that believeth, and that upon condition of repentance 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, pardon and eternal life 
are sincerely offered to all. 

We believe that mankind do, of their own accord, most 
freely and most wickedly, refuse to comply with these condi- 
tions, to the aggravation of their guilt and condemnation ; 
but that God, notwithstanding he perceived how mankind 
would treat the gospel of his Son, did always purpose to save 
from deserved ruin innumerable multitudes of the human 
race, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 

Art. V. We believe that without a change of heart wrought 
in the unregenerate by the special agency of the Holy Spirit, 
no one can be an heir of eternal life, and that the person 
who is once made a partaker of renewing grace, will never 
be permitted so to fall away as finally to perish, but will be 
inclined and enabled to persevere in faith and a holy life to 
the end. 

Art. VL We believe in the necessity of such repentance 
for sin as arises from supreme love to God ; and of such faith 
in Jesus Christ as includes an affectionate submission to him, 
and reliance upon him for pardon and eternal life. 

Art. VII. We believe that men are dependent upon God 
to change their hearts and give repentance and faith, because 
they are voluntarily and obstinately opposed to their duty, 
and that the influence of the Holy Spirit is bestowed not as 
the reward of antecedent merit or well-doing on the part of 
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him who receives it, but as the free gift of God ; and that 
this influence of the Spirit is ordinarily so inseparably con- 
nected with the careful use of means by the sinner, as creates 
entire obligation and also ample encouragement to attend 
upon them, and renders all hopes of conversion in the neglect 
of means, or while living in sin, eminently presumptuous. 

Art. VIII. Moreover, we believe that in this world the 
Lord Jesus Christ has a visible TJhurch ; that the terms of 
membership are a credible profession of faith in Christ and 
of that holiness which is wrought by the renewing grace of 
God ; we also believe that God has instituted Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper, as ordinances to be observed in the Church 
to the end of the world ; and that none but members of the 
visible Church have a right to partake of the Lord's Supper ; 
and that believers only, and their households, can be admitted 
to the ordinance of Baptism. 

Art. IX. We believe that at death, and not before, the 
souls of believers are made perfectly holy, and do immediately 
pass into glory ; and that the souls of the wicked do at death 
pass immediately to a state of punishment. 

Art. X. We believe that at the end of the world there 
will be a resurrection of the dead, when all mankind will give 
to God an account of their conduct, and be judged according 
to what they have done; that the righteous, publicly ac- 
quitted, will enter into life eternal ; and that the wicked, pub- 
licly condemned, will go away into punishment that will 
never end. 

For the sake of indicating the use which is to be made of 
the foregoing Articles of Doctrine, and of explaining their re- 
lation to the Shorter Confession of Faith embraced in the 
Form of Admission, this church have adopted the following 
minute : — 

"We might content ourselves as a church, with a simple dec- 
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laration of our belief in the Scriptures as the Word of God and the 
Rule of Faith ; but those who hold fundamental errors profess 
the same belief. Hence it is necessary for us to declare what we 
believe the Scriptures to contain, and to agree upon a summary of 
the doctrines of the Bible as the basis of Christian fellowRhip. 

" That the worid may know how we read the Scriptures, and es- 
pecially that the youth and the un regenerate may have its great 
truths constantly before them, and that the brethren may refresh 
and confirm their own faith with the reading of them from time to 
time, we have adopted the foregoing articles of belief, and profess 
them as the faith of this church. 

" We expect that those who are young or weak in the faith will 
study them, * searching the Scriptures whether these things be so ' ; 
and that they will be the substantial expression of the teaching of the 
Pulpit, and of the Sunday school, and of the personal faith of the 
brethren. But we do not require as a condition of membership that 
all who apply, especially those of tender years or of imperfect in- 
struction, should fully avow or perfectly understand them. We 
feel bound to administer this church under the rule of Christ, and to 
receive to our communion those who, on personal examination, give 
credible evidence of faith and repentance, and of substantial agree- 
ment with us in the essentials of doctrine. 

" We have adopted also the following shorter Creed, to be used at 
the Communion Table and in the admission of members. 

" It is made short for the sake of convenience, and is designed 
to embrace only the essentials of the gospel, and to express 
them, not in a theological manner, but in a more simple way, and 
rather in the spirit of worship than of doctrine." 



FORM OF ADMISSION. 

The candidates standing before the pulpit, the minister shall first oflfer a 
short prayer, after which he shall repeat one or more verses of Scripture, such 
as these, or any others which he may choose.* 

* The part in fine print is insei-ted to suggest a form of orderly 
administration. It is not designed to be binding on any minister who 
prefers to use another form. 
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** He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me ; and 
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of nie." 

" He that taketh not his cross and foUoweth after me is not worthy of 
me. 

** Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before \ny Father which is in heaven." 

The minister shall then invite the candidates to make public Confession of 
Christ, reading or saying with him as follows : — 

I BELIEVE in one only living and true God ; the Father 
Almighty, Creator and Ruler of all things; the Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who was in the beginning with God, and was 
God, who for our salvation became man, was crucified, dead, 
and buried ; who rose from the dead, ascended to heaven, and 
now sitteth at the right hand of the Father, whence he shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to punish with everlast- 
ing destruction them that know not God, and that obey not 
the Gospel ; of whose kingdom there shall be no end. 

And I believe in God the Holy Ghost, the Comforter and 
Sanctifier, who spake in the Scriptures, through whom we 
have newness of life, and who with the Father and the Son, 
together one God, is worshipped and glorified. 

I believe in the forgiveness of sin through repentance, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, whose name I confess, whose 
word I obey, and whose merit is my only trust. 

And I believe in one Church of the redeemed on earth and 

in heaven, in one Baptism, and in one Communion of Saints in 

the body and blood of Christ, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Baptism will here be administered to candidates who have not been bap- 
tized, with these words : — 

*, I baptize thee into the name of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The minister shall then proceed : — 

And now, ye beloved of the Lord, who have all witnessed to the confession 
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of your faith and repentance before men, and who have all been baptized into 
the Christian name with the sprinkling of water, enter into the Church of 
Christ, and into covenant obligations with us. 

The minister and candidates repeat together : — 

In the presence of God and this assembly you * now avow 
the Lord Jehovah, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
to be your God, the supreme object of your affection, and 
your portion forever. You cordially acknowledge the Lord 
Jesus Christ to be your Redeemer, and the Holy Ghost to be 
your Sanctifior, Comforter, and Guide. You humbly and 
cheerfully devote yourselves to God in the covenant of grace, 
consecrating yoiu* powers and faculties to his service and 
glory, and you promise that with his assistance yop. will 
cleave to him as your chief good, give diligent attention to 
his word and ordinances, seek the honor and interest of his 
kingdom, walk with this church in regular attendance on the 
means of grace, and in all brotherly love and submission, and 
that henceforth, denying ungodliness and worldly lust, you 
will live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world. 

The members of the church rise ; the minister says in their name, — 

We, then, members of this church, affectionately welcome 
you in the name of Christ to his discipleship, to a part with us 
in the blessings and promises of his covenant, to a share in 
the duties, privileges, and glories of his church, and to the 
fellowship of that great multitude which no man can number, 
who have confessed him on earth, and who follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth. 

And we likewise engage that through the help of Christ, 
without whom we also can do nothing, to walk towards you 
in all helpfulness, brotherly love, and watchfulness. 

* Candidates use throughout the first person. 
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In token of our confidence and sympathy, take the hand of Fellowship, and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said : — 

The minister here takes each new member in turn by the hand, repeating as 
he does so, some appropriate saying of our Lord. 

The minister shall then address the new members, in these woi-ds of St. 
Paul : — 

And now, beloved in the Lord, whereas in former time 
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope, and without God in the world ; now, therefore, ye 
are no more strangers and foreignei^s^ but fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God ; and are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief Comer-stone, in whom all the build- 
ing fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord : in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. For this cause we bow our knees 

Here all bow the head in prayer. 

unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named ; that he would grant 
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye , being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend, with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge ; that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ 
Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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[SOCIETY.] 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

OF THE FIRST EVANGELICAL CONGREQATIONAL SOCIBTT IN 

CAMBRIDOEPORT. 



Article I. Name. 

The pew-owners will take, and be known by the name 
of the First Evangelical Congregational Society in 
Cambridgeport. 

Article II. Officers and Standing Committees, 

The following Officers and Standing Committees shall 
be chosen at the Annual Meeting, to be held in the month 
of January of each year, who shall hold their offices for one 
year, or until others are chosen in their places, namely : 
a Clerk ; a Treasurer ; a Prudential Committee, to consist 
of five persons, three of whom shall be members of the 
church at the time of their election (the Treasurer 
shall also be a member of the Prudential Committee) ; a 
Committee to let the pews belonging to the society, or 
that may be placed at their disposal, consisting of the 
Treasurer and two other persons; a Committee to su- 
perintend the music, consisting of three persons. 

Article III. Duties of Offix^ers, . 

Clerk. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to attend all 
meetings of the society, and to keep a record of its pro- 
ceedings. The Clerk shall preside at all meetings until a 
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Moderator is chosen. In the absence of the Clerk, a 
clerk pro tern may be chosen. 

Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to 
collect all taxes assessed upon the pews ; to take charge 
of all moneys belonging to the society, and to pay all 
orders drawn by the Prudential Committee. He shall 
make a written report annually to the society pf the 
condition of the treasury, and oftener, if requested so to 
do, by a majority of the Prudential Committee. 

Prudential Committee. It shall be the duty of the 
Prudential Committee to make such repairs, and furnish 
such fixtures to the meeting-house and chapel as may 
from time to time be necessary ; to provide for warming 
and lighting the house and chapel ; to appoint a sexton ; 
establish his salary, and prescribe his duties, and generally 
to attend to the concerns of the society : and for this pur- 
pose they are authorized to expend only such sums of 
money as the society shall appropriate, and place at their 
disposal 

STANDING RULES. 

1. The Annual Meeting of the society shall be held on 
the third Wednesday of January, at seven o'clock p. M. 

2. The payment of the taxes on the pews shall be made 
quarterly, in the month of January, April, July, and Oc- 
tober of each year. 

3. No money shall be drawn from the treasury except 
on order of the Prudential Committee. 

4. All Officers and all Standing Committees shall be 
chosen by ballot. 

5. The Clerk shall, on application made to him in writ- 
ing by any five members of the society, warn a meeting 
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of the society by posting up a notification at the principal 
outer door of the meeting-house of the time and place of 
such meeting, seven days at least before the time ap- 
pointed for such meeting. 

6. No alteration shall be made to these By-Laws unless 
the same shall be agreed to by two thirds of the members 
present and voting thereon, at a special meeting, notified 
lor tliat purpose at least seven days previous to the hold- 
ing of such meeting. 

7. For tlie present year the officers may be chosen at 
the first meeting of the society, who shall hold their offices 
until the third Tlmrsday of January next, or until others 
are chosen in their places. 

8. All vacancies which may occur may be filled at a 
special meeting, called for that purpose in the same man- 
ner that is provided for the election of the officers of the 
society. 

9. Any pew-owner may relinquish the occupancy and 
control of his pew to the society for the time being, and 
relieve himself from liability to the tax upon the same by 
giving three months' notice, in writing, to the Treasurer of 
his intention so to do, and he may resume the occupancy 
and control of such pew by giving the Treasurer a like 
notice of his intention to resume the same; and the 
society hereby waive all right to enter upon and sue any 
such pew for default in payment of taxes during the time 
it shall so remain under its controL 



BOOK III. 
HISTORICAL TABLE OF THE CHURCH. 



This table is so arranged as to show at a glance, 1. The mode 
of veceptioo, whetlier by Profession of Faith or by Letter; and 
"' "by Letter," from what cliureh. 2. The date of reception. 
8. Name. 4, 5, 6, and I. The mode and date of renjoval, and in 

le of transfer the church to which they have been recommended. 
When a member has come from or gone (o any other church than 
a. CoDgregatiooal, this is also found indicated. The list contains 
twelve hnndred and sixty-nine names. In every cage of death, 
excommunication, or transfer, all that is known is given in the 
proper column. To illustrate; if a person b known to be dead, and 
the date is unknown, in the " Death " column an interrogation point 
is placed to show that we koovr the peraon is dead, hut do not know 
when the death occurred And again, if we know a person was 
transferred in a certain year, the date is indicated in the proper 
column, and if an interrogation point is in the following column it 
indicates that we do not know to what place they were transferred. 
The same method is followed with reference to " Keception." 

Every name in this Historical Table which has not in connection 
with it an indication of removal will reappear either in the list o! 

"ThR CoVGRF;OATlOK,"or0t "NON-REaiDENT AND NON-ATTEKD- 
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The engraving on the opposite page is inserted in compliance 
with the following request. In the volume it appears with the 
present church, congregation, and Sabbath schooL For a surprise 
80 complimentary, manifesting as it does such thoughtful and affec- 
tionate liberality, the author here extends to each of the many 
people his unfeigned thanks. 

Rev. J. S. HoTT, D. D. 

Dear Pastor, — Feeling that the memorial volume would be incom- 
plete without your engraving, we have secured the accompanying plate. 
We affectionately present to you the plate and these engravings with the 
request that one should be bound at its proper place in each book. We 
assure you that the work will be doubly welcome to us if it shall bring 
with it the face of its author. 

Yours very truly, 

From many of yoxtbl Fsoflk. 
Cambridge, Kovember 10, 1877. 
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Doane, SaUie S., Mrs. (S. P.) " 

Doane, Francis » " 

Doane, Calvin " 

Dodge, H. Augusta 102 Austin Street. 

Dodge, Sarah B., Mrs j 329 Harvard Street. 

Dodge, Rufus 9 Story Street 

Dodge, Ruth W., Mrs. (R.) " 

Dodge, Emilie F ** 

Dole, Sarah A., Mrs 20 Bigelow Street 

Douglass, Annie E., Mrs 24 Columbia Street 

Douglass, Addie A ^ " 

Douglass, Hattie D " 

Douglass, Bessie P . " 

Dudley, Isabella .....124 Austin Street. 

Dudley, Lucinda M., Mrs. (J.) 81 Winsor Street 

Dunbar, Charlotte A., Mrs 393 Broadway. 

Dunbar, Frederick P ..^. " 

Dunn, Christina 3 Daye Court. 

Dunn, Janet D " 

Dunn, Isabella C " 
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Dunn, Agnes D 3 Daye Court 

DwiQHT, Fannie M., Mrs 102 Prospect Street 

DwiQHT, Henrietta F " 

DwiQHT, Henry H " 

Eastman, Franklin C 3 Soden Street 

Eastman, Martha M., Mrs. (F. C.) " 

Eastman, Albert G " 

Eastman, Frederick W " 

Eaton, John, Mrs 8 Avon Street 

Edgerly, David M., M, D 84 Green Street 

Edgerlyy Caroline L,, Mrs, {D, M,) " 

Edgerly, Alfred H , " 

Edgerly, Edwin C " 

Ellis, Lois Anna, Mrs 37 Tremont Street 

Ellis, Myra Isabella " 

Emerson, William H..., 341 Harvard Street 

Emerson, Helen L., Mrs. (W. H.) " 

Emerson, Robert L... " 

Emerson, William H., Jr ** 

Emerson, Dora H » " 

EsTERBROOK, JosEPH W 244 Harvard Street 

ESTERBROOK, MaRY B., MrS. (J. W.) " 

Esterbrook, Raymond " 

Evans, Elizabeth, Mrs 439 Main Street 

EwELL, Charles, Mrs 39 Linnaean Street 

EwELL, Lottie A " 

EwELL, Emma F " 

Faxon, Harriet A 25 Prospect Street 

Faxon, Ruth 68 Otis Street. 

Fifield, George W 102 Inman Street 

FiFiELD, Sarah, Mrs. (G. W.) " 

Fifield, George E " 

Fifield, John F 

Fifield, James H " 

Fifield, James H., Mrs . " 

Fifield, GUbert H « 

Fifield, Lizzie S 

FiSKE, Charles A 9 Clinton Street 
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FiBKE, Ellen S., Mrs. (C. A.) 9 Clinton Street 

FiSKB, William B 

FiSKE, Cornelia B 

Flagg, John P • 18 Fayette Street 

Flagg, John P., Mrs 

Flagg, John P., Jr 

Fletcher, Joel W 5 Norfolk Street 

Fletcher, Martha P., Mrs. (J. W.) " 

Fletcher, Ruel C 144 Cambridge Street 

Fletcher, Rebecca C, Mrs. (R. C). 

Fletcher, Charles R .' 

Fletcher, Carrie R 

Fletcher, Arthur B 

Fletcher, Edward W 

Fletcher, Frank K 

Flowers, William C, M. D 2V Austin Street 

Flowers, L. L., Mrs. (W. C.) 

Flowers, Ida A 

Flowers, Gertrude A 

FoLSOM, Jane 11 Worcester Street. 

Frary, Leroy S 1 Pleasant Place. 

French, George L 97 Norfolk Street 

French, Mary C, Mrs. (G. L.) .... 

French, George K 

Fro8t, Clarence B 115 Green Street. 

Frosty Fannie a, Mrs, (G, B,) " 

Frothingham, Amos T 338 Harvard Street 

Frothinqham, Almira W. Mrs. (A. T.) ... 

Frothingham, Elizabeth S 

Fuller, James H 3 Inman Street 

Fuller, Mary L., Mrs. (J. H.) . . 

Fuller, Fannie Cora 

Fuller, Simeon H Cambridge, opp. Highland Ave. 

Fuller, Charlotte E., Mrs. (S. H.) 

Fuller, Carrie A 

Fuller, Hattie W 

Gale, George T 14 Clinton Street 

Gale, Mary, Mrs. (G. T.) 
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Gannet^ Tempe E., Mrs 10 Frost Street. 

Gardner, Louisa M,, Mrs, 96 Columbia Street. 

Gardner, Fred C " 

Gault, Mary J., Mrs > . . .99 Pleasant Street. 

Gaylord, Edson G 21 Worcester Street. 

Gaylord, Mary R, Mrs. (E. G.) " 

Gaylord, Lena J " 

Gilbert, Benjamin F 27 Inman Street 

Gilbert, Therese A., Mrs. (B. F.) ** 

Gilbert, Henry F « 

Gilbert, Mary M 8 Winsor Street. 

GiLLON, Susan M., Mrs 92 Prospect Street. 

GUlon, Josephine D " 

Gillon, Frank E. D " 

GooDNow, George W 18 Tremont Street. 

GooDNOw, Eliza H., Mrs. (G. W.) " 

GooDNow, Carrie Elizabeth " 

Goodnow, Jennie J " 

Goodrich, Elijah D 309 Broadway. 

Goodrich, Sarah L., Mrs. (E. D.) " 

GrOODRiDGE, Nancy, Mrs 26 Lee Street. 

Goodridge, Lillie R 

Goodridge, Alfred M. ^ 

Goodridge, Charles F 82 North Avenue. 

Gk>ODRiDGE, Emma S., Mrs. (C. F.) " 

Goodridge, Freddie J " 

Gk)odridge, Arthur M " 

Goodridge, William H Waverly St., Belmont. 

Goodridge, Mary W., Mrs. (W. H.) " 

Goodridge, George A. *. " 

Gove, Charles S 28 Warland Street. 

Gove, Carrie Bell " 

Gove, Gertrude May " 

Gove, George G 24 Clinton Street. 

Gove, Ann, Mrs. (G. G.) « 

Gove, Blanche H " 

Grant, James 50 Union Street. 

Grant, Emma F 215 Harvard Street. 
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Greeley, Sarah M., Mrs 13 Centre Street 

Greeley, Helen M " 

Greeley, Philip T « 

Groyer,' Chester B 331 Broadway. 

Grover, Prudence, Mrs. (C. B.) " 

Grover, Lucas B 335 Broadway. 

Grover, H. S., Mrs. (L. B.) " 

Grover, Eudora J " 

Grover, Walter C " 

Grover, Loretta H " 

Hally Helen G 11 Magazine Stret 

EaU, Alice L « 

Harding, Charles L Cambridge, cor. Maple Ave. 

Harding, Julia A., Mrs. (C. L.) ** 

Harding, Edgar 25 Maple Avenue. 

Harding, Sarah M., Mrs. ( E.) " 

Harlow, Abigail R 47 Pine Street 

Harlow, Charles. 25 Clinton Street 

Harlow, Eliza, Mrs. (C.) " 

Harlow, Louise CD ** 

Harlow, Walter C « 

Harris, Philip W 91 Austin Street 

Harris, Annie E., Mrs. (P. W.) " 

Harris, Mabel E " 

Hartwell George H 106 Auistin Street 

Hartwell, Jerusha A., Mrs. (G. H.) , " 

Hartwell, Amy L ** 

Hartwell, Fannie C " 

Harvey, Samuel C 46 Cottage Strtet 

Harvey, Emily M., Mrs. (S. C.) • •* ** 

Harvey, Emma Lou " 

Harvey, Mary Grace " 

HazletoUy Mary, Mrs,. .^ 28 Warland Street 

Haynes, Elisha W 13 Oak St, SomerviUe. 

Haynes, S. E., Mrs. (E. W.) « 

Haynes, Arthur M « 

Haynes, Evelyn *' 

Haynes, Fred S « 
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Haynes, Lillian 13 Oak St, 8omerville. 

Haynes, Bertha : ** 

Herring, Mary B, 333 Harvard Street 

ffayward, Almira L Beech, cor. Elm Street. 

Hidden, William H 269 Harvard Street 

Hidden, I. S. G:, Mrs. (W. H.) " 

Hidden, Helen F* " 

Hidden, Mart B. " 

Hidden, William H., Jr *< 

Hidden, Flora E ** 

HiLDRETH, Abu AH E 62 North Avenue. 

Hill, Elizabeth A. 35 Bigelow Street 

Hilton, Joseph F 215 Harvard Street 

Hilton, Abbie J., Mrs. (J. F.) " 

Hilton, George A ^ " 

Holden, Elizabeth, Mrs 2 Oak St., Somerville. 

HoLMAN, Dora H, Mrs. (J.) 140 North Avenue. 

Holmes, James A 325 Harvard Street 

Houghton, Francis, Jr. Prospect St, Somerville. 

Houghton, Martha R., Mrs. (F.) " 

Houghton, Charlotte J ** 

Houghton, Augusta M " 

Houghton, Joseph W " 

Houghton, Frederic " 

Howard, M, Kate 93 Austin Street 

Howes, Richard T. 99 Inman Street 

Howes, Helen W., Mrs. (R. T.) " 

Howes, Solomon 334 Broadway. 

Howes, Margaret B., Mrs. (S.) " 

Hott, James S., Rev. 40 Hancock Street 

Hoyt, Martha A., Mrs. (J. S.) " 

Hoyt, Mary " 

Hudson, Margaret H., Mrs v- • -75 Otis Street 

Hurlbut, William R 425 Broadway. 

Hurlbut, Clara A., Mrs. (W. R.) " 

Hurlbut, Mary C " 

Hurlbut, William S " 

HuRTER, William F. 18 Pearl Street 



i 



256 CHURCH AND CONGREGATION. 

Hnssey, Eliza M 96 Thomdike Street. 

Jameson^ Thomas, Rev 71 Magazine Street 

Jbffebs, Mary B., Mrs 738 Main Street. 

Jenkinson, Maggie Cambridge, cor. Maple Ave. 

Jbnness, Catharine, Mrs Garden Street Place. 

Jenness, Abigail C " 

Johnson, Francis H 116 Norfolk Street 

Johnson, Wealthy J., Mrs. (J. F.) " 

Keith, Adeline A 48 Pleasant Street 

Kenerson, Winfield S 8 Dewolf Street. 

Kbnerson, Harriet, Mrs. (W. S.) " 

Kenerson, William W 160 Hampshire Street. 

Kenersm, Jane E,, Mrs, (W, W,) " 

Kenerson, W. W « 

Kenerson, Maria H " 

Keniston, J. M., M. D 13 Essex Street 

Kbniston, Charlotte, Mrs. (J. M.) " 

Kcniston, James A ** 

King, Benjamin 18 Clinton Street 

King, Mary A., Mrs. (B.) « 

King, Benjamin F " 

King, William R « 

King, Mary A " 

King, James 36 Essex Street 

King, Eliza J., Mrs. (J.) 

King, Emily F 

KiTTREDGB, Jesse H 8 Village Street 

Kittredge, Ann M., Mrs. (J. H.) 

Kittredge, Mary B 

Kittredge, Ida M. " 

Lathe, Leonora F., Mrs., M. D « 34 Austin Street 

Lamson, Anne S 100 Austin Street. 

Lewis, Thomas 121 Prospect Street 

Lewis, Juliet, Mrs. (T.) ** 

Lincoln, M. Walter 18 Pearl Street 

Little, Charles J, 830 Main Street 

Little, Harriet A., Mrs. (C J.) " 

Little, Grace C " 
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Locke, Diana S 4 Percy Place. 

Lord, Clarissa i., Mrs 41 Inman Street. 

Loveland, Horace N 305 Broadway. 

LovBLAND, Anna S., Mrs. (H. N.) , " . 

Lovejoy, Samuel M 04 Magazine Street ) 

LovEjoY, Amy B., Mrs. (S. M.) 

^^vejoyjitegaret C 

VJ Lovejby, Sar ah M^ 

Lovejoy, Emma F ** 

Low, Francis 74 Prospect Street 

Low, Sarah C, Mrs. (F.) " 

Low, Mary A., Mrs 163 Brookline Street 

Mack, Mary 48 Austin Street 

Mallows, Martha, Mrs 1 Jay Street 

Mandell, William A., Rev 93 Austin Street 

Mandell, Esther A., Mrs. (W. A.) " 

Mandell, William J 4 Walnut Avenue. 

Mandell, Almira W., Mrs. (W. J.) " 

Mann, Ella M., Mrs 34 Bigelow Street 

Mann, Frances Florabelle " 

Mann, Horace H << 

March, John S 28 Fayette Street 

March, Sarah C, Mrs. (J. S.) 

March, Waldo 

Martin, Elizabeth V., Mrs 284 Broadway. 

Martin, Ida E " 

Martin, Joseph *' 

Martin, Wm. H 34 Austin Street 

Martin, Leonora M., Mrs. (W. H.) " 

Marvin, William J 102 Austin Street 

Marvin, Prudence, Mrs. (W. J.) " 

Marvin, Frank Adams ** 

Matthews, Richard 28 Lee Street. 

Matthews, Anna G., Mrs. (R.) " 

McDonald, Jessie Cambridge, cor. Line. 

McDonald, Hannah " 

McElroy, William 18 Shepard Street. 

McElroy, Lucy A., Mrs. (W.) " 
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McGregor, Duncan 1 Austin Place. 

McGregor, Laura " 

McGregor, Flora K " 

McGregor, Jessie 1 Austin Place. 

Merrill, George S 65 Dana Street 

Mernll, Myra H. Mrs. (G. S.) « 

Merrill, AUyne L " 

Merrill, George Herbert " 

Merrill, Albenia " 

Merrill, Maud " 

Mitchell, Amelia 139 Austin Street. 

Montgomery, Charlotte, Mrs 40 Hampshire Street. 

Moody, Charles E 26 Lee Street. 

Moore, Edwin G 29 Inman Street 

Moore, Sarah S., Mrs. (E. G.) " 

Moore, Elmira M " 

Moore, Perley D 6 River Street. 

Moore, Sarah J., Mrs. (P. D.) " 

Moore, Harriet W 49 Cottage Street. 

Morrison, Charles A 215 Harvard Street 

Morse, George E 99 Auburn Street 

Morse, Letitia W., Mrs. (G. E.) " 

Morse, William F " 

Morse, A. Amelia, Mrs. (W. F.) " 

Nason, Rufus W 19 Church Street. 

Nason, William A 96 Thomdike Street 

Nay, Mary J., Mrs 27 Prospect Street 

Nay, Katie W " 

Nay, Alice H " 

Nay, George L " 

Nay, Charles W 33 Bigelow Street. 

Nelson, Arthur 410 Cambridge Street 

Newhall, Ebenezer, Rev 7 Shepard Street 

Nichols, Curtis C 11 Magazine Street. 

Nichols, Thirza A., Mrs. (C.G.) " 

Nichols, Margaret Eva " 

Nichols, John C " 

Nichols, Georgia W " 
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Nichols, Mary E 11 Magazine Street. 

Nichols, Betsey, Mrs 4 Percy Place. 

NiCKERSON, Sophia G 334 Broadway. 

Nims, Marquis de L Beacon, cor. Concord Ave., Somerville. 

Nimsy ElUn M., Mrs. (M.deL,) " 

Nims, Marquis H " 

Nye, Mary B., Mrs. 90 Prospect Street. 

Oliver, David M 423 Broadway. 

Oliver, M. Lizzie, Mrs. (D. M.) " 

Oliver, Frank M " 

Oliver, AUce G " 

Oliver, Florence M " 

Oliver, Matilda Ill Prospect Street. 

Ordway, Aaron 18 Pearl Street. 

OsBORN, Ira 40 Hancock Street. 

OsBORN, Nancy D., Mrs. (I.) " 

Outhwaite, Charlotte, Mrs West Ave., cor. Central Place. 

Page, Perkins C 21 Prospect Street. 

Page, Sarah A., Mrs. (P. C.) " 

Page, Alfred P " 

Page, Paul T 115 Inman Street. 

Page, Martha E., Mrs. (P. T.) " 

Page, George T " 

Palmer, James M., Rev 21 Fayette Street 

Palmer, Caroline T., Mrs. (J. M.) " 

Palmer, Carrie E " 

Palmer, Greorge M " 

Palmer, WilUe L « 

Palmer, Freddie T " 

Parker, Marshall W, 310 Harvard Street. 

Parker, Jennie 0., Mrs. (M. W.) " 

Parker, Sidney M " 

Parlin, Simon W 111^ Inman Street. 

Parlin, Sarah A., Mrs. (S. W.) " 

Parlin, Phebe Evangeline " 

Patch, Charles R 269 Harvard Street. 

Patch, Rebecca J., Mrs. (C. R.) " 

Patch, Emma Rebecca " 
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Patch, Howard W. 269 Harvard Street. 

Patch, Charles A ** 

Patch, Mary E., Mrs., (C. A.) « 

Patch, Stanley B 269 Harvard Street 

Pearson, Nancy, Mrs 12 Pleasant Street 

Perkins, Fanny W 39 Springfield St, Somerville. 

Perkins, Ella M " 

Perkins, Mary T " 

Peterson, Benjamin D 92 Magazine Street 

Peterson, Emma M., Mrs. (B. D.) " 

Peterson, Lillie D " 

Peterson, Mary M " 

Peterson, Benjamin D., Jr " 

Pettingell, William H 646 Cambridge Street 

Pettingell, Frances M., Mrs. (W. H.). . . " 

Phillips, Stephen A 49 Western Avenue. 

Phillips, Olive A " 

Pickering, McLaurin F 71 Magazine Street 

Pickering, Georgiana C, Mrs, {McL, F.) " 

Pickering, McLaurin J " 

Pierce, Ezekiel P '. 279 Broadway. 

Pierce, Sarah E., Mrs. (E. P.) " 

Pierce, Georgina C « 

Pierce, Edward E « 

Pike, James 7 Norfolk Street 

Pike, Catharine C, Mrs. (J.) " 

Pitkin, Emily R 16 Prospect Street 

Pope, John 45 Cottage Street 

Pope, Harriet M., Mrs. (J.) " 

Pope, Mary Ellen « 

Pope, Alice E « 

Prentiss, Helen, Mrs 99 Inman Street 

Rand, Oliver J 35 Bigelow Street 

Rand, Sarah W., Mrs. (0. J.) " 

Rand, Mary E « 

Ray, Edwin C 99 Inman Street 

Ray, Harriet M., Mrs. (E. C.) " 

Reed, George B 43 Cottage Street 
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Reed, Clara R, Mrs. (G. B.) 43 Cottage Street. 

Reed, Mary B " 

Reed, Grace ** 

Reed, Thomas 43 Cottage Street. 

Reed, Mary Cambridge, cor. Maple Ave. 

Rice, Thomas G 342 Harvard Street. 

Richards, George A Prospect St., Somerville. 

Richards, Sarah L., Mrs. (G. A.) " 

Richards, Albert S " 

Richardson, Mary B 329 Harvard Street. 

Richardson, Orlando B 9 Tremont Street. 

Richardson, Malvina S., Mrs. (0. B.) " 

Richardson, Edith W .' " 

Richardson, Albert W " 

Richardson, Persis B " 

Riley, Harriet, Mrs 75 Otis Street. 

Robbins, George W 63 Columbia Street 

RoBBiNS, Mary W., Mrs. (G. W.) " 

Robbins, Hattie H " 

Robinson, Converse L 8 Kinnaird Street. 

Robinson, Martha C, Mrs. (C. L.) " 

Robinson, James R 15 Magazine Street. 

Robinson, Sarah B., Mrs. (J. R.) " 

Robinson, Edward P " 

Robinson, Allie D " 

Robinson, Charlotte P " 

Robinson, Frances A " 

Robinson, Andrew F " 

Robinson, Samuel W " 

Robinson, Gertrude P " 

Robinson, William C " 

Robinson, Clarissa R " 

Robinson, J. S 11 River Street. 

Robinson, William L. B 70 Inman Street , 

Robinson, Charles R 50 Magazine Street 

Robinson, Eunice M., Mrs. (C. R.) " 

Ruddock, Grace 4 Walnut Avenue. 

Ryder, George G • 313 Broadway. 



262 



CHURCH AND CONGREGATION. 



Ryder, Mercy T., Mrs. (G. G.) 318 Broadway. 

Ryder, Edwin C " 

Ryder, Selina W ♦< 

Ryder, Richard 201 Harvard Street. 

Ryder, Jane, Mrs. (R.) " 

Ryder, Helen F " 

Ryder, Salathiel N 126 Inman Street. 

Ryder, Hannah C, Mrs. (S. N.) " 

Sanger, Edward G 9 Norfolk Street. 

Sanger, M. Melvena, Mrs. (E. G.) " 

Sanger, M. Leona " 

Sanger, A. Lewis " 

Sanger, Edna G " 

Sargent, John 53 Norfolk Street. 

Sargent, Elizabeth H., Mrs. (J.) " 

Sargent, John D " 

Sargent, Fanny V., Mrs. (J. D.) " 

Savage, Lucy Ann 105 Inman Street. 

Sayward, John H 303 Broadway. 

Sayward, Lucy S., Mrs. (J. H.) 

Sayward, Charles H 

Sayward, Franklin J 

Skyward, Albert H 

Sayward, Edward L 

Sayward, Rose M 

Searle, Martha E 333 Harvard Street 

Shearer, Dora E 8 Dana Street. 

Shearer, William L Cambridge, cor. Dana. 

Shearer, Ella, Mrs. (W. L.) 

Shearer, William L., Jr 

Simonds, Joseph 100 Prospect Street. 

SiMONDS, Grace A., Mrs. (J.) 

Simonds, Catharine P 

Skinner, Ellen, Miss 20 Cottage Street. 

Smithy David Prospect Street, Somerville. 

Smith, Rebecca K., Mrs 30 Magazine Street. 

Smith, Edward H 

Smith, Florence B., Mrs. (E. H.) 
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Smith, Dora H 30 Magazine Street. 

Smith, Olivia, Mrs. (A.) 93 Washington Street 

Smith, Ida G 16 Prospect Street. 

Smith, Charles H 26 Columbia Street. 

Smith, Martha C, Mrs. (C. H.) " 

Snow, Russel L 40 Hamilton Street. 

Snow, Pqebe, Mrs. (R. L.) " 

Soule, William S 25 Inman Street. 

Soule, W. S., Mrs " 

Soule, Mabel " 

Soide, George H. S " 

Sparrow, Susan 32 Magazine Street 

Sparrow, Emeline " 

Spencer, Charles H 17 Market Street 

Spencer, Mart C, Mrs. (C. H.) " 

Spencer, William H " 

Spencer, Carrie F " 

Spencer, Mart E " 

Sprowle, Mart A 129 Washington Street. 

Stanwood, William F 96 Columbia Street 

Stan wood. Mart L., Mrs. (W. F.) " 

Starratt, Daniel W 97 Norfolk Street 

Starratt, Ella L., Mrs. (D. W.) " 

Starratt, Mary Adelaide " 

Statner, Alice 30 Sidney Street 

Stedman, George H 27 Essex Street 

Stedman, Kitty B,, Mrs. {0. H,) " 

Stedman, Frank H " 

Steer, John 43 Tremont Street 

Steer, Harriet, Mrs. (J.) " 

Stevens, Edward C 276 Broadway. 

Stevens, Ltdia D., Mrs. (E. C.) " 

StevenSy Anna J, " 

Stewart, Betset R., Mrs 57 Pine Street 

Stewart, Sarah Emma " 

Stickney, Louise, Mrs. 150 Hampshire Street. 

Stone, Mary W Cambridge, opp. Highland Ave. 

Storer, Charles 6 Kinnaird Street 
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Storer, Elizabeth, Mrs. (C.) 6 Kinnaird Street. 

Storer, John William '. " 

Studley, Sophia S 102 Austin Street. 

Stumbles, James 100 Spring Street 

Stumbles, Thais L., Mrs. (J.) ** 

Swain, Abram 393 Broadway. 

Swain, Harriet A., Mrs. (A. 0.) " 

Swain, Otis D « 

Swain, Harry M " 

Swanton, William. H 7 Lamson Place. 

SwANTON, Susie B " 

Swanton, Lncy T " 

Swanton, Ida M " 

Swanton, Charles H " 

SwASEY, Charlotte, Mrs 95 Prospect Street 

SwASEY, B. Lottie " 

Swasey, Frank B " 

Swasey, Emma B " 

Swasey, Simmer E " 

Swasey, George B 273 Harvard Street 

Swasey, Fannie L., Mrs. (G. B.) " 

Swasey, Marion L " 

Tapley, Henry M 10 Amory Street. 

Tapley, Eunice W., Mrs. (H. M.) " 

Tapley, Charles W « 

Tarbell, Adeline E., Mrs 77 Auburn Street 

Tarbell, Albert H « 

Tarbell, George " 

Tarbox, Flora L 139 Thomdike Street. 

Taylor, Edward C 18 Pearl Street 

Taylor, John B., M. D 49 Third Street 

Taylor, Helen M., Mrs. (J. B.) " 

Taylor, Florence M ** 

Taylor, Frederick W " 

Taylor, Adele R " 

Taylor, Gordon H " 

Thomas, Chauncey, Jr. U. S. Navy. 

Thomas, Ella F., Mrs. (C, Jr.) 18 Fayette Street 
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Thompson, Maktha C, Mrs 36 Hancock Street. 

Thompson, Edward H " 

Thompson, Ella M " 

Thompson, Susie W 36 Hancock Street. 

Tilton, Benjamin 33 Prospect Street. 

TiLTON, LUCINDA N., MrS. (B.) " 

Tilton, B. Radclifpe 30 Innian Street. 

Tilton, Mary L., Mrs. (B. R.) 

Tilton, Mabel R 

Tilton, Grace P 

Tilton, Henry N 33 Prospect Street. 

Tilton, Annie M., Mrs. (H. N.) " 

Tilton, Anne Eugenia " 

Tilton, Florence N " 

Tingey, Susan S., Mrs 1 Jay Street. 

TiNGEY, Mary M. " 

Towle, E. J., Mrs 113 Pleasant Street. 

Towle, Georgianne " 

TowNE, Horatio 78 Prospect Street. 

TowNE, Mercy F., Mrs. (H.) " 

Towne, Alden C " 

TowNE, John Somerville. 

Vandervoort, John E 75 Magazine Street. 

Vandervoort, Nellie B., Mrs. (J. E.) " 

ViCTORSON, Aaron 31 Mt. Vernon St., Boston. 

VicTORSON, Laura S., Mrs. (A.) " 

Vinton, George 14 Worcester Street. 

Vinton, Mary C, Mrs. (G.) " 

Vinton, Sarah A " 

Vinton, Charlotte A " 

Waldron, John Q. A 55 Essex Street. 

Waldron, Sarah A., Mrs. (J. Q. A.) " 

Ward, L. Ella 81 Winsor Street. 

Warner, Carrie E 28 Lee Street. 

Warren, William 56 Franklin Street. 

Warren, Louisa B., Mrs. (W.) " 

Webber, Laurentia C, Mrs. (A. C.) 771 Main Street. 

Webster, Francis B 20 Maple Avenue. 
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Webster, Martha H., Mrs. (F. B.) 20 Maple Street. 

Webster, A. Adele 

Webster, Edward F 

Wellington^ Ada H. 40 Prospect Street. 

Wellington, Margaret B " 

Wells, Samuel H 14J Western Avenue. 

Wells, Henrietta N., Mrs. (S. H.) " 

Wentworth, Mary, Mrs 40 Prospect Street. 

West, Sarah P., Mrs 21 Prospect Street. 

Wheeler, Almira 22 Centre Street 

Whbelock, Catharine B., Mrs 10 Front Street. 

Whitcomh, Nancy C, Mrs 31 Bigelow Street 

Whitcomh, Peter CO. « 

fVhitcombj Harriet ilf., Mrs. (P. C. C) 

Whitcomb, Walter C 

White, Hannah, Mrs 305 Broadway. 

Whitney, Mary S. G, Mrs 21 Lee Street. 

Whittemore, Amos 43 Norfolk Street 

Whittemore, Almira T., Mrs. (A.) " 

Wilkinson, Arthur, Mrs 333 Harvard Street. 

Wilder, James C 229 Harvard Street 

Wilder, Harriet E., Mrs. (J. C.) " 

Wilder, MarshaU " 

Wilder, John 185 Harvard Street 

Wilder, Persis D., Mrs. (J.) " 

Willcox, David W 21 Bigelow Street 

Willcox, EUza P., Mrs. (D. W.) " 

Willcox, Florence W " 

Willcox, Elbert P « 

Wilson, Joseph L 686 Main Street. 

WiNSHiP, Cynthia 70 Columbia Street 

Witherell, Freeman C 79 Franklin Street 

WiTHERELL, ElLEN M., MrS. (F. C.) " 

Witherell, Mary, Mrs " 

Wood, Caroline A., Mrs 321 Broadway. 

Wyatt, George W Beacon St, Somerville. 

Wyatt, Lucinda if. " 

Wyatt, Charles B " 
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Wyatt, Henry M 116 Concord Ave., SomerviUe. 

Wyatt, Mary L., Mrs. (H. M.) " 

Wyatt, Florence '* 

Wyatt, Alfred H 116 Concord Ave., SomerviUe. 

Wyman, Charles F 744 Main Street. 

Wyman, Helen K., Mrs. (C F.) " 

Wyman, Allan S 

Wyman, Martha R 120 Norfolk Street. 

Wyman, Florence M " 

Wyman, Lucy C " 

Wyman, Ruth E., Mrs 146 Cambridge Street. 

Young, Eliza J., Mrs 2 Pleasant Place. 

Young, Jennie G " 

Young, Theodore T 23 Stoughton Hall. 

YuiLL, Sarah J 329 Broadway. 

Yuill, Elizabeth " 



NON-RESIDENT AND NON-ATTENDANT CHURCH- 

MEMBERS. 

Allen, Charles H., M. D Chicago. 

Allen, Charles H., Mrs " 

Arey, Ly dia M England. • 

Bancroft, Anne H Swampscott. 

Barnard, Susan Amherst. 

Barras, Amanda J., Mrs Kansas. 

Beckwith (Rev. G. C), Mrs Boston. 

Bock, Jerome, Mrs. {nee Hill) Burlington, Iowa. 

Bowers, Levi, Mrs Boston. 

Bowers, Mary P " 

Brown, Emma J., Mrs. " 

Brown, Sarah E., Mrs " 

Buckman, Rebecca, Mrs ? 

Burkes, Urilda M Cambridge. 

Butterworth, William England. 
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Garter, Jesse, Mrs ? 

Chadwick, Sarah A., Mrs Purdee Creek, N. Y. 

Chaplin, Daniel Bridgewater. 

Clark, Rose M., Mrs New York. 

Crafts, Rebecca B Boston. 

Croswell, Mary P Bath, Me. 

Davenport, Charles Boston. 

Davis, Louisa Washington, N. H. 

Deering, Maiy E. D., Mrs Mariposa, Cal. 

Denovan, Peter ? 

Dork, Mary N ? 

Duffie, Ann Maria ? 

Dunbar, E. F New York City. 

Easterbrook, Elias Newton. 

Easterbrook, Elias, Mrs " 

Edmands, Sarah Caroline England. 

Fairbanks, L., Mrs Brooklyn. 

Famesworth, James Orton Chicago. 

Farwell, H. V., Mrs Boston. 

Fisk, Robert F Colorado. 

Fogg, Rebecca, Mrs. (J.) 68 Mount Auhum St. 

French, E. A., Mrs I 

Fuller, Emily W London, England. 

Gamble, T. J ? 

Gates, J. W St. Albans, Vt 

Gillespie, Marie Louise Canada. 

Gilman, S. K., Jr Boston. 

Gilman, S. K., Jr., Mrs « 

Goodwin, D. S., Mrs ? 

Gove, Elizabeth H ? 

Hancock, William T Chicago. 

Hardy, Reliance, Mrs. (S. E.) Olatha, Kansas. 

Hardy, Rodney J Arlington. 

Hardy, Sarah E.. " 

Harris, Catharine B., Mrs New York. 

Hill, Laura J Billerica. 

Hoag, Anna L., Mrs Chelsea. 

Houghton, Amory Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Houghton, Amory, Mrs Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Hougliton, M. B., Mrs New York. 

Hunt, Sarah A ? 

Ireson, Mary P., Mrs 13 Wallace Street 

Jennings, A. E Sandusky, Ohio. 

Jennings, Clarissa A., Mrs. (A. E.) " 

Karr, William, Rev Hartford, Ct. 

Karr, Lucasta W., Mrs. (Rev. W.) " 

Karr, Mary L " 

Kidder, D. T East Boston. 

Kidder, Lucinda, Mrs. (D. T.) " 

Ladd, Harriet Boston. 

Lane, Hannah ? , 

Leland, Daniel Newton. 

Leland, Julia A., Mrs. (D.) " 

Leland, Lizzie F " 

Leland, Edward J " 

Lynch, Eliza A., Mrs ? 

Markham, J. S Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Mason, William A Raymond, near Linnsean St. 

McAlvoy, Mary, Mrs ] 

McLean, ^William, Mrs Scotland. 

McLellan, William Washington, D. C. 

Mellen, Charles Boston. 

Mellen, William, Mrs. (Nelson) Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Nelson, E. F., Mrs. (riee Valentine) " 

Norcross, Frances L Concord. 

Norcross, Louisa " 

Olney, Mary S., Mrs. (S. W.) ? 

Osbom, Jesse 209 Putnam Avenue. 

Patten, Sarah E Boston. 

Pearson, Eliza C, Mrs ? 

Pierson, Sarah E., Mrs. (Rev. L) North China. 

Plummer, Ellen, Mrs Sandusky, Ohio. 

Rahn, WHliam ? 

Rahn, Adrianna ? 

Ray, Jesse M Boston. 

Reed, Jane ? 



r 
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Reed, Maiy, Mrs ? 

Reed, William Dover, N. H. 

Reed, Sophia, Mrs " 

Richardson, Augustus, Mrs Boston. 

Robbins, Richard, Mrs. (nde Allen) Boston. 

Russ, Lucy S ? 

Ryder, Calvin, Mrs Boston. 

Savage, John J Rowley. 

Savage, John J., Mrs " 

Shepherd, Daniel E Brookline. 

Simonds, Elvira, Mrs Somerville. 

Smith, Harriet Boston. 

Spring, Edmund T. D U. S. Army. 

Steams, Josiah A Boston. 

Steele, J. S., Mrs New York City. 

Stone, Julia A., Mrs ? 

Stuart, Cynthia M., Mrs 22 Hancock Street. 

Valentine, Ellen Newton. 

Walker, Cordelia Francina Shirley Village. 

Waddell, John White Forks, Iowa. 

Waddell, Margaret, Mrs. (J.) " 

Weatherbee, Oliver ? 

Wentworth, Rose E Fall River. 

Wood, Sophronia, Mrs Hanover, N. H. 

Woods, Catharine, Mrs ] 

Wyatt, Mary, Mrs. (Benj.) ? 

Young, Edgar New York. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL. 



INFANT CLASS. 

TEACHERS. 

Mrs. Almira Whittemore, Miss Margaret B. Wellington. 



SCHOLARS. 



Ansorge, L:«ne 
Bacon, Newton 
Barnes, Johnie 
Benninck, Arthur 
Berry, Lizzie 
Berry, Mary 
Bill, Freddie A. 
Bird, Lonnie 
Blodgett, Frances 
Blodgett, Mary 
Bowman, Florence 
Bowman, Marcia 
Brown, Belle 
Brown, Bessie 
Butts, Hannah 
Butts, Mabel 
Caldwell, Charlie 
Cotton, Arthur N. 
Creelman, Isabella W. 
Crocker, Frankie E. 
Crowell, Alice J. 
Davis, Wilbur 
Doane, Frankie W. 
Douglass, Bessie P. 
Dunn, Agnes D. 
Emerson, Robert L. 
Gilbert, Henry F. 



Gillon, Edward D. 
Goodnow, Jennie I. 
Groodridge, Freddie J 
Harris, Mabel E. 
Harvey, Gracie 
Haynes, Arthur M. 
Haynes, Evelyn 
Haynes, Fred S. 
Haynes, Lillian 
Keniston, Maud Edna 
Langley, Eva 
Langley, Willie 
Little, Grace C. 
Lovejoy, Frances F. 
Lovejoy, Margaret 
Mann, Flora Belle 
Mann, Horace H. 
Mansfield, Blanche 
Mansfield, Nettie 
Matthews, Richard S. 
Matthews, Willie P. 
McCuUock, Lizzie G. 
Merrill, Albania 
Page, George T. 
Palmer, Fred T. 
Palmer, Willie L. 
Parlin, Eva 




272 



SABBATH SCHOOL. 



Richmond, Bertha 
Richardson, Edith 
Sanger, Edna G. 
Small, Bessie E. 
Soule, George Hudson 



Warren, Cordelia 
Warren, Georgie 
Warren, Percy 
Webher, Louisa 
Wier, Rosetta 



CLASS No. 1. 

TEACHER. 

Miss D. E. Shearer. 



Clapp, Mary 
Cristy, Carrie L. 
Hall, Alice 
HaU, Helen 
Nichols, Georgianna 
Swanton, Susie 



SCHOLARS. 

Taylor, Adele R. 
Taylor, Florence M. 
Tilton, Annie Eugenia 
Warner, Carrie E. 
Wilcox, Florence 
Wyman, Lucy G. 



Bliss, Henry W. 
Doane, Alfred O. 
King, Benjamin F. 



CLASS No. 2. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. E. B. Fiskb. 

SCHOLARS. 

Martin, Joseph 
Merrill, Allyne L. 
Say ward, Edward L. 



CLASS No. 3. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. E. W. Chapman. 



SCHOLARS. 



Douglass, Addie A. 
Grover, Loretta H. 



Hartwell, Fannie C. 
Robinson, Alice D. 
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CLASS No. 4. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. S. L, Goodrich. 



Bill, Carrie E. 
Dorr, Jane H. 
Fiske, Cornelia B. 
Fuller, F. Cora 
Goodnow, Carrie E. 



SCHOLARS. 



Palmer, Carrie E, 
Reed, Mary B. 
Searle, Martha E. 
Soule, Mabel S. 



CLASS No. 5. 



TEACHER. 

Mrs. a. E. Harris. 



Ansorge, Clara E. 
Hidden, Flora E. 
Hoyt, Mary O. 
King, Mary A. 



SCHOLARS. 



Oliver, -Alice G. 
Reed, Grace 
Stayner, Amy 
Tilton, Mabel R. 



CLASS No. 6. 



TEACHER. 

Mrs. M. M. Eastman. 



Dwight, Henry H. 
Fletcher, Charles 
Hidden, William H. 
King, William R. 



SCHOLARS. 



Nay, George E. 
Oliver, Frank M. 
Page, Alfred P. 
Toley, Frank E. 



CLASS No. 7. 

TEACHER. 

F. W. Taylor. 



Bradlee, Sherman S. 
Pierce, Frank W. 
Richards, Albert S. 
Robinson, Andrew F. 



SCHOLARS. 



Sanger, Andrew L. 
Starbuck, Charles 
Swanton, Charles 
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CLASS No. 8. 

TEACHER. 

J. S. Barrell. 

SCHOLARS. 

Bisco, Judson Loveland, Mrs. Anna S. 

Crowell, Mrs. Charlotte A. Moore, Edwin G. 

Davis, Abbott A. Moore, Mattie E. 

Eldridge, Edward D. Nason, William A. 

Esterbrook, Joseph W. Bage, Mrs. Sarah A. 

Fuller, James H. Remick, Edward E. 

Gilbert, Mrs. Therese A. Sayward, Frank J. 

Harlow, Louise C. D. Snow, Mrs. Phebe 

Harris, Philip W. Stevens, Anna J. O. 

Hilton, Joseph F. Thompson, Edward H. 

Hilton, Mrs. Abbie J. Vinton, Sarah A. 

Keith, Adeline A. Wilson, Joseph L. 

CLASS No. 9. 

TEACHER. 
B. R. TiLTON. 

SCHOLARS. 

Cutter, Annie F. Thompson, Ella M. 

Howes, Mrs. Nellie E. Wyman, M. R. 

Pope, Alice E. Wyman, F. W. 
Swasey, Blanche L. 

' CLASS No. 10. 

TEACHER. 

Miss Mart E. Bullard. 

SCHOLARS. 

Allen, Annie E. Dame, Helen 

Bragg, Gertrude Harvey, Emma L. 

Cheney, Lizzie E. Webster, Addie A. 
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CLASS No. 11. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. H. S. Grover. 



SCHOLARS. 



Brown, Susie A. 
Burnham, Annie Florence 
Dunn, Isabel C. 
Flowers, Ida A. 
Flowers, Gertrude A. 



Gillon, Josephine D. 
Kobinson, Charlotte P 
Eobinson, Frances A 
Say ward, Rose M. 
Tingey, Mary M. 



BIBLE CLASS. 

LEADER. 

Henry N. Tilton. 

Bird, Henry M. Lewis, Thomas 

Burt, Seth F. Page, Perkins C. 

Chapman, John L. Richards, George A. 

Edgerly, David M. ' Sanger, Edward G. 

Fletcher, Joel W. Simonds, Joseph 
Harvey, Samuel C. 

CLASS No. 13. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. a. W. Mandkll. 



Bill, Mary F. 
Butterfield, Grace 
Creelman, Helen 



SCHOLARS. 



Douglass, Hattie D. 
McGregor, Jesse K. 
Pumwell, Gertrude 



CLASS No. 14. 

TEACHER. 

Miss L. W. Bliss. 



Albee, Helen M. 
Barrell, Charlotte C. 
Burpee, Georgie 
Burt, Clara M. 



SCHOLARS. 

Burt, Katie A. 
Crocker, Alice P. 
Dunn, Janet D. 
Hastings, Lucy 
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CLASS No. 15. 

TEACHER. 

C. F. Wyman. 

SCHOLARS. 

Hidden, Maiy B. Starbuck, Caroline H. 

Sanger, M. Leona Thompson, Susie W. 

CLASS No. 16. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. a. M. Tilton. 

scholars. 
Bliss, D. Fannie Grover, Eadora J. 

Cushing, M. Fannie Houghton, Charlotte J. 

Davis, M. Abbie Howard, M. Kate 

Dwight, Henrietta F. Jenness, Abigail C. 

CLASS No. 17. 

TEACHER. 

Miss E. S. Frothingham. 

SCHOLARS 

Cheney, Ellen A. Pope, M. Helen 

Ellis, Myra I. Stayner, Alice E. 

Houghton, Augusta M. 

CLASS No. 18. 

TEACHER. 

Miss M. W. Brooks. 

SCHOLARS. 

Burt, Ella F. Spencer, Carrie F. 



Perkins, Mary E. 

CLASS No. 20. 

TEACHER. 

J. A. Holmes. 

SCHOLARS. 

Lovejoy, Eihma F. Tarbox, Flora 

Ryder, Helen F. 
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Bird, Emma S. 
Felt, Came C. 
Geist, Christiiie 



CLASS No. 22. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. J. F. Lewis. 

SCHOLARS. 

Perkins, Fannie 
Twitchell, Lulie 

CLASS No. 23. 



TEACHER. 

Mrs. N. B. Vandervoort. 



Albee, Sumner R. 
Bird, WilUam 
Eastman, Albert G. 
McCauley, Ed. 
Merrill, Herbert 



SCHOLARS. 

Robinson, Samuel W. 
Small, Charles 
Swasey, Sumner E. 
Tarbell, George 
Wilcox, Herbert 

CLASS No, 24. 

TEACHER. 

L. B. Grover. 



Crosby, Annie L. 
Barrell, Carrie L. 
Dodge, Emilie F. 
Grant, Emma F. 
Morse, Mrs. A. A. 
Page, Mrs. M. A. 
Parlin, Mrs. S. A. 



SCHOLARS. 



Phillips, Olive A. 
Sprowle, Mary A. 
Tingey, Mrs. Susan S. 
Towle, Georgiana 
Yuill Elizabeth L. 
Yuill, Sarah J. 



CLASS No. 25. 

TEACHER. 

C. L. Robinson. 



Blake, Charles H. 
Eastman, Franklin C. 
Storer, Charles 



SCHOLARS. 



Stover, H. M. 
Tupper, J. C. 
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CLASS No. 26. 

TEACHER. 

Miss Emma R. Patch. 

SCHOLARS. 
Eastman, Frederick W. Spencer, Charles 

Hilton, George A. Taylor, Gordon H. 

CLASS No. 27. 

TEACHER. 

T. G. Rice. 

SCHOLARS. 
Fuller, Hattie W. Savage, Annie L. 

Goodridge, Mrs. Emma S. Thomas, Mrs. Ella F. 

CLASS No. 28. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. M. C. Robinson. 

SCHOLARS. 
Allen, Herbert McL. Davis, Percy 

Bill, Alexander H. Dunbar, Frederick P. 

Creelman, Oliver Gardner, Fred 

Crowell, Frederick W. Peterson, Benjamin 

CLASS No. 29. 

TEACHER. 

Miss G. C. Pierce. 

SCHOLARS. 

Bums, Mary Perkins, Ella 

Doane, Julia S. Perkins, Mary 

Grove, Carrie Peterson, Lillie 

Gove, Gertrude Starbuck, Mary E. 

Mansfield, Grace Tilton, Gracie P. 
McGregor, Flora 



_!*rJfcr_lAr_t 
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CLASS No. 80. 



Burke, Robert 
Davis, John E. 
French, George E. 
French, S. L. 
Grover, Walter C. 



I TEACHER. 

J. H. Appleton. 

SCHOLARS. 

Houghton, Frederick O. 
Marvin, Frank A. 
Parker, Sidney M. 
Pickering, McLaurin J. 
Robinson, Edward P. 



CLASS No. 32. 

TEACHER. 

Mrs. Mary L. Wyatt. 



Albee, Louise R. 
Nay, Alice H. 
Nickerson, Sophie G. 
Rand, Mary E. 



SCHOLARS. 



Swasey, Emma B. 
Tilton, Florence N. 
Warren, Mareka 



CLASS No. 34. 

TEACHER 

R. L. Snow. 

SCHOLARS. 
Houghton, Joseph W. Taylor, Edward C. 

Lincoln, Walter M. Thresher, A. L. 

Storer, John W. 
ft 

CLASS No. 38. 



TEACHER. 

Mrs. E. M. Harvey. 



SCHOLARS. 



Bill, Harry C. 
Blodgett, Albert K. 
Cotton, Irving W. 
Cutter, Harry E. 



Dodge, Arthur B. 
Palmer, George M. 
Webster, Edward F. 
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CLASS No. 89. 

TEACHER 

Sumner Albee. 

SCHOLARS. 

Arakelyan, Jacob J. Morse, William F. 

Hoggs, Edwin P. Smith, W. C. 

Hurter, William P. Whitcomb, Walter C. 

CLASS No. 40. 

TEACHER. 

H. M. Taplet. 

SCHOLARS. 
Cross, Miss Aun Morse, Mrs. Letitia W. 

Ellis, Mrs. L. A. Oliver, Miss Matilda 

Polsom, Miss Jane Outhwaite, Mrs. Charlotte 

Gilbert, Miss Mary Ray, Mrs. Harriet M. 

King, Mrs. Mary A. Stewart, Mrs. Betsey R. 

Low, Mrs. Sarah C. West, Mrs. Sarah P. 

Mallows, Mrs. Martha White, Mrs. Hannah 

Marvin, Mrs. Prudence Young, Mrs. Eliza J. 

CLASS No. 41. 

TEACHER. 

A. T. Frothingham. 

SCHOLARS. 

Boggs, Myra M Pitkin, Emma R. 

King, Emma F. Smith, Ida 6. 

Parker, Jennie O. ^ 

CLASS No. 42. 

TEACHER. 

G. A. Butterfield. 

SCHOLARS. 

Bird, Greorge H. Morrison, Chas. A. 

Cutter, Frederick S. Sayward, Albert H. 

Howes, Richard T. Spencer, William H. 
Hurlbut, William 
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OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH IN 1878. 

PASTOR. 

Rev. J. S. HGYT, d. d. 

"And'Jie gave pastors for the perfecting of the saints^ for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ" 

DEACONS. 
Sumner Alber. 

Lucas B. Grover. / 

Henry N. Tilton. 

** For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to them- 
selves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus J" 

George A. Richards. 
" This shall be written for the generation to come.'* 

TREASURER. 

B. R. Tilton. 

**And Jesus saJt o\^cr against the treasury, and beheld how the people 
cast money into the treasury." 

STANDING COMMITTEB. 
Pastor J. S. HoTT, D. D. Clerk G. W. Richards. 

Deacon S. Albee. W. H. Hidden. 

" L. B. Grover. A. T. Frothingham. 

" H. N. Tilton. R. L. Snow. 

J. B. Taylor. 

** Where no counsel is the people fall, btU in the multitude of counsellors 
there is safety. " 
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8UPERINTEin>ENT OF SABBATH SCHOOL. 
J. E. Vandervoort. 

** Therefore ye shall lay up these my to&rds in your heart, and ye shall 
teach them your children,** 

VICE-PRESIDENT TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

J. G. Rice. 

'* Tlie heart oftiis wise tectcheth his mouth and addeth learning to his 

lips.*' 

SECRETARY. 

Miss E. Frothinoham. 



" Search mny he made in the book of the records. 



»• 



SECRETARY AND TREASURER OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

Charles F. Goodridge. 
** And I made treasurers over the treasures,** 

COMMITTEE ON STRANGERS. 

1877. 1878. 

Rev. William A. Mandell. Rev. William A. Mandell. 

J. S. Barrell. F. Cogswell. 

F. C. Bill. T. G. Rice. 

S. F. Burt. M. L. Pickering. 

S. C. Harvey. W. F. Hurter. 

J. H. Appleton. Mrs. J. F. Hilton. 

Mrs. C. R. G rover. Mrs. J. B. Taylor. 

Mrs. C. L. Robinson. Mrs. Timothy Crowell. 

Mrs. C. a. Patch. Miss M. B. Wellington. 

Miss DoraH . Shearer. Miss G. C. Pierce. 

Miss E. Frothinoham. 

Miss M. Frances Cushing. 

** Thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren and to 

strangers. 

COMMITTEE ON VISITINO THE SICK. 

1877. 1878. 

Rev. Asa Bu lizard. Rev. Asa Bitllard. 

RuFUs Dodge. J. H. Fuller. 

H. M. Tapley. J. S. Barrell. 

Mrs. L. B. G rover. Mrs. P. W. Harris. 

Mrs. H. N. Loveland. Mrs. J. A. Chapman. 

Mrs. H. W. Young. Miss L. H. Bliss. 

** / UHis sick and ye visited me.'* 
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COHMnTEE ON CARE OF THE DESTITUTE. 

1877. 1878. 

Calvin Dimice. C. F. Wtman. 

H. M. Bird. E. G. Moore. 

Dr. J. B. Taylor. R. Matthews. 

Mrs. J. H. Fuller. Mrs. E. D. Goodrich. 

Mrs. E. G. Sanger. Mrs. W. R. Hurlbut. 

Miss Anne J. 0. Stevens. Mrs. J. H. Sayward. 

**I was hungry and ye gave me bread,** 

STEARNS CHAPEL COMMITTEE. 

1877. 1878. 

Sumner Albee. B. R. Tilton. 

H. M. Bird. S. C. Harvey. 

S. C. Harvey. F. A. Allen. 

Charles F. Wyman. E. G. Sanger. 

R. L. Snow. E. P. Bliss. 

B. R. Tilton. W. L. Shearer. 
Rev. J. S. HoYT, d.d. 

" Ve ought to support the weaky and to remember tlie words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said. It is mo7'e blessed to give than to receive.** 

COMMITTEE TO CORRESPOND WITH ABSENT MEMBERS. 

J. A. Holmes. C. A. Fiske. 

E. p. Boggs. G. a. Richards. 

*^ For to this end did I vrrite unto you that I might know the proof of 
you whether ye be obedient in all things" 

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH VISITATION. 

W. H. Pettingell. Miss Almira Wheeler. 

F. M. Boggs. Mrs. C. B. Grover. 
P. W. Harris. Mrs. G. W. Crocker. 

J. F. Hilton. Miss E. S. Frothingham. 

J. H. Appleton. Miss S. W. Bird. 

W.'^C. Grover, Miss E. R. Patch. 

** Salute every saint in Christ Jesus,** 
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WOMAN'S CHURCH WORK. 



WOMAN'S CHURCH WORK. 

**Aiid I entreat thee help those women which labored with mem th^ 
gospel, whose names are in the book of life." 

AUXILIART TO WOMAITS BOARD. 

President, Mrs. Summer Albee. 

Treasurer, Mrs. L. B. G rover. 

** Now there are diversities of gifts. Covet earnestly the best gifts. 



«> 



MATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 
President, Mrs. H. P. Bliss. 
Vice-President, Mrs. J. S. HoYT. 
Secretary, Mrs. L. B. Grover. 
**/ call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which 
diaelt first in thy grandmother and thy mother, " 

SEWING CIRCLE. 

. President, Mrs. Henry N. Tilton. 

Vice-President, Mrs. G. G. Gove. 

Secretary, Mrs. R. L. Snow. 

Treasurer, Miss Kate Simonds. 

** Showituj the coats and garments which Dorcas made while she was 

with them," 

CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

President arid Treasurer, Mus. A. T. Whittemore. 
Secretary, Mrs. E. D. Goodrich. 

** And a little child shall lead them," 



CO-OPERATIVE WORK. 

CAMBRIDGE DISPENSARY. 

Directors, Sumner Albee. 

Henry N. Tilton. 
**/« there no balm in Gilead f is there no physician there f 
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AVON PLACE HOME. 
Directress, Mrs. W. H. Hidden. 
** He that by usury and imjust gain increaseth his suhstamce, he shall 
gather it for him thnt will pity the ^wor," 



tf^Ma^-aikiJV 
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WOMAN'S CHRISTIAK TEMPERANCE UNION. 

Vice-Presidentf Mrs. C. L. Bobinson. 

** Mrs. William H. Hidden. 

** She openeth her mouth tcitA rvisdom, and in her Uyngue is the law of 

IdTvdiLess 

XTNION MISSION SEWING SCHOOL. 

President^ Mrs. H. N. Tilton. 
Treasurer^ Mrs. A. T. Whittemore. 

** To everything there is a seasout a time to rend and a tim^ to sew.'* 



OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1877. 



CLERK % 

H. N. Tilton. 
** Audit was vrrUten in the hook of the Chronicles" 

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

C. L. Harding. H. P. Bliss. Sumner Albee. 

L. B. Grover. S. F. Burt. 

** / wisdom dwell with prudence." 
COMMITTEE ON MUSIC. 

E. D. Goodrich. F. C. Bill. S. C. Burt. 

** Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." 

ORGANIST. 
B. F. Gilbert. 
** Praise him with stringed instruments and organs." 

TREASURER 

Charles A. Fiske. 

** And they told the Trvoney tliat was found in the house of the Lord, and 
they gave the 7noney, being told, into the hands of them that did the work" 

AUDITORS. 
A. T. Froth INGHAM. Thomas G. Rice. 

" Providing for honest things not only in the sight of (he Lord, hut also 
in the sight ofm^n," 
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TIMES OF HOLDING MEETINGS. 



COMMITTEE ON LETTIKO PEWS. 
W. H. Hidden. C. A. Fiske. J. C. Wilder. 

** And men shall worship him every one from hisplace.^ 



»i 



USHERS. 
William L. Shearer. W. J. Mandell. 

W. S. HuRTER. W. S. Hurlbut. 

*^ If there shall come a mxin with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and 
tliere come in also a poor man in vile raiment, and ye say unto the former, 
* Sit thou here in a good place,* and say to the poor, 'Stand, or sit, 
here under my footstool,* are ye not partial?" 

I 

» SEXTON. 

James C. Wilder, 229 Harvard Street. 

" So they and their children had the oversight of the gates of the house 
of the Lord." 



TIMES OP HOLDING MEETINGS. 



ANKTTAL MEETTNO OF THE CHURCH. 

* 

First Wednesday in January. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY. 

Third Wednesday in January. 

WOMAN^S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Quarterly, at call of the President. 

MATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 

Monthly, first Wednesday in each month. 

SEWING CIRCLE. 

Semi-monthly, second and fourth Wednesday of each month. 

CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Monthly, at call of the President. 



MEETINGS OF THE "WEEK. 



287 



MEETINGS OF THE WEEK. 

I 

Sunday.* — Preaching services, 10.30 A. m., 3 p. m. 

Sunday School at 1.45 p. m. 

Young Men's Prayer-Meeting, 6.30 p. m. 

General Prayer-Meeting, 7 or 7.30 p. m. 

Tuesday, — 7.30 or 8 p. M., Pastor's Bible-Class and Teachers' Meeting. 

Friday. -^7.30 or 8 p. M., General Prayer-Meeting. 

Thursday. — Afternoon, and Saturday evening, Pastor's Receptions. 

* Except that in the afternoon of the third Sunday in each month a Sabbath School 
Concert takes the place of Preaching. 

ORDER OP SERVICE. 

MOBNINO. 

1. ORGAN VOLUNTARY. 

2. DOXOLOGY.— PRAISE GOD, &c. 
8. INVOCATION. 

4. READING DEVOTIONAL PSALM. 

5. SELECTION BY CHOIR. 

6. READING SCRIPTURE LESSON. 

7. PRAYER. 

8. COLLECTION FOR OBJECTS ANNOUNCED THE PREVIOUS SABBATH. 

9. NOTICES. 

10. HYMN. — CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. 

11. SERMON. 

12. PRAYER. 

13. HYMN. — CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. 

14. BENEDICTION. 

AFTERNOON. 

Same as above, with the omission of 2, 3, 4, and 8. 



STATED COLLECTIONS FOR 1877. 

January. — Foreign Missions. 
March. — Home Missions. 
May. — Missionary Association. 
June. — Congregational Union. 
July, — Publication Society. 
September. — Sunday School. 
October. — Cambridge Dispensary. 
November. — Thanksgiving. 
'* So built we the wall, for the people had a mind to work." 



EERATA. 

Page 117, linca 8 iod 4 ahonld nad : 

Poor of the CIiDTch and Ci^. lOS S,G03.e9 

('Hnibridg« DispeiuH7 * 238.08 

Page 140, line IS, tlSS,S24.27 ahonld read tlSl.SOB.gi. 
" 10, 68,117.84 ■' " 74,678.85. 
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